
Coliban Channel walk, Faraday /Sutton Grange
Saturday   15 September 2018  

In October 2017, a group of weekend walkers undertook a section of the Coliban Trail close to Bendigo. The
part chosen incorporated the channel Dissipators.
The sections selected this year are further South - in an area known as Sutton Grange, which in turn is close 
to Harcourt. We will walk along the channel on either side of the Faraday-Sutton Grange Road, and follow 
the walk with lunch at the nearby sculpture garden known as Mica Grange.

Car pooling. In the second car park on the right at the Diamond Valley Sports Complex, off Civic Drive, 
Greensborough Melway 11 A10. Departure time will be 08:15. If you would like to have a pre-walk coffee, 
you would need to choose a town between Melbourne and the start of the walk - perhaps Kyneton or 
Malmsbury. I haven’t looked into this, because for those coming from Eltham it would necessitate a very 
early start.

Contribution to fuel costs: $10

How to reach the start of the walk
If you are driving directly, time your departure from home to be at the start of the walk so as to set off at 
10:00
The distance from the Sports Complex to the start of the walk is about 125km.
Use the Calder Freeway (M79), passing the turnoffs to Gisborne, Woodend, Kyneton and Malmsbury. 
Continue, passing signs to Elphinstone and Taradale. You will reach a sign which reads: ‘Harcourt /Bendigo
49km’. At this point, you are nearly at the turnoff you need.  This is 2km (about 1 minute) past this sign. 
Turn left here into Pollards Rd. Now drive 3km to a T junction. The sign to the left indicates Elphinstone 
3km, and that to the right Harcourt 10km. You need to turn right here. Drive about 4km (3minutes), and 
very shortly after passing under the Calder Freeway, you have reached Faraday-Sutton Grange Rd. This is 
not easily seen, but the road is in a cutting on the right, and the most obvious sign is for the Major Mitchell 
Trail. There is also a sign which reads Mt Alexander 8, Redesdale 26km. Turn right here, and drive 3.4km to
the property Mica Grange, at 373 Faraday-Sutton Grange Rd.

Where to park: Turn left into the Mica Grange property on the left.  There is a gate with rusted iron 
sculpture at the entrance. I think there is sufficient room for several cars on the left hand side just after 
passing through the gate. If not, drive to the car-park close to the house

Time of start of walk:  10:00, from the gate into Mica Grange 

Length of walk: About 8km. With a break at the half-way mark, this will take about two and a half hours. 

Level of difficulty:  Easy. The channel is bordered by a grassy path. it can be muddy in places after rain, so 
come prepared.  As this path follows the channel, the gradients are for the most part level, or slightly 
elevated above the channel. The only hilly section is the 1km to and from Mica Grange along the road verge.

Lunch: At Mica Grange, 373 Faraday-Sutton Grange Rd. The cost is $30, for which we are offered quiche 
and salad, plus cake and tea /coffee. We are also given a tour of the sculpture and plant garden. 
Time: 12:30 /12:45. 
If you would prefer not to have lunch provided, BYO.

Interested?  if you would like to join the group on the walk, please contract Tony Stutterd, at email:
 stutterd45@gmail.com    or telephone 9439 3214, / 0419 093 214.

Deadline: Wednesday afternoon, 12 September. I will be contacting the owners of Mica Grange, Mary 
and Bede Gibson (tel 5474 8262), on Wednesday evening to give them the numbers for lunch.
if you are willing to be a driver for those car-pooling, that would be much appreciated. I will draw up a 
schedule prior to the walk.

This is a beautiful part of the world, with fine views. Do join us if you are able.

mailto:stutterd45@gmail.com
x-apple-data-detectors://15
x-apple-data-detectors://3
x-apple-data-detectors://17
tel:5474%208262
tel:0419%20093%20214
tel:9439%203214
x-apple-data-detectors://11
x-apple-data-detectors://9
x-apple-data-detectors://8
x-apple-data-detectors://7
x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://2


***************************************************************************************

EEWG- Weekend Walk – Saturday, 18th August, 2018

Title of Walk Destination / Meander by the Maribyrnong / Moderate & Easy……………………………..
Contact: Mark /0417343751

Walk Details Moderate : Walk north to the end of the car park to find a gravel track. Follow this up 
hill, ignoring a track on your left to be overlooking the river on your left. Keeping the river on your 
left, follow the track for several hundred metres to meet with the Maribyrnong River Trail. Follow the
trail, eventually to descend a switchback to Buckley St. Turn left to follow the trail for several kms 
across open park land. You will see signs to Canning St Reserve in which direction we are following. 
At one stage there are 2 signs for the reserve, each going in opposite directions. Take the shorter one. 
You eventually catch up with the river and the derelict explosives precinct on your left ( if you can’t 
see them, I have written this very poorly) and housing on your right. When you reach the end of the 
houses there will be a lookout on the left and an incredible mansion to the right. Follow the track 
downhill until a path appears on the right through a gate. Follow this to the trail and the famous Tea 
Gardens. Refreshment here. To return, go back the way you came but don’t go up the hill instead 
turn right at the first path . This will follow the river on your right to meet up with the intersection of 
the two Canning reserves signs. Turn right and follow the trail back the way you came to return to the
car park.

Walk Details Easy: From the carpark, walk towards the bridge to find the sealed path. Follow the 
path with the river on your right. After 2 km you will reach Maribyrnong Rd. Cross at the pedestrian 
lights and descend a small hill to rejoin the trail. Follow for a further 1.5 kms to reach a red bridge. 
Cross the bridge and turn right onto the path to start the return walk. The river will be on your right. 
Follow the trail, walking under Maribyrnong Rd, past the Anglers Tavern, to return to the Afton St 
Bridge and the carpark.

Date: 18th August 2018

Length/Time: Aprox 2hrs for each 

(   8.30  ) am: Car-pooling at: Diamond Valley Sports Complex Mel 11 A10
Leaving by 8.40am for coffee at 9.20am

(    9.20  ) am - Coffee at: Calmer Days Café, Cnr Fawkner & Buckley St Essendon Mel 28 C4. Park in
Fawkner St IGA carpark opposite café

(   9.50   ) am- Leave coffee to convene for walk

Start time and location for walk: 10.00am / Afton St Conservation Reserve Essendon West. Mel 28/A5

Lunch- Anglers Tavern 2 Raleigh Rd Maribyrnong. 12.30 pm. Mel 28/D8

Contribution to driver: $5.00 per person

How to find the Lunch venue: Leave the car park and turn right onto The Blvd. Follow for 1.5 km over 
several speed humps to reach a roundabout after passing a large park on your left. Take the first exit onto 
Holmes Rd. Follow for a short distance to the traffic lights. Turn right onto Waverley St then veer right onto 
Orford St to reach the traffic lights at Maribyrnong Rd. Turn right and cross over the river and immediately 
turn right at the traffic lights onto Clyde St then right at Anglers Way to reach the pub car park.

How to reach the walk start: Make your way to the Ring Road and follow for 24 km to exit at the 
Keilor Park Drive ramp. Turn right onto Keilor Park Drive to follow to Milleara Rd. Turn right at 
the lights and follow Milleara Rd for 2.5km to Buckley St with the Milleara Shops on your right. Turn
left at the lights and follow Buckley St for 2.5km to Afton St on your right, the first street after 



Hoffman Rd lights on the left. After entering, follow for 750 meters downhill to arrive at the car park 
on your right. About 40 minutes.

If going to coffee, drive past Afton St for less than a minute to reach Fawkner St at traffic lights. Turn
right then left to enter the IGA carpark opposite the café. Booking under Mark / Walking Group.

If you have changed circumstances immediately before the walk please notify the Organiser who will 
arrange any required changes to drivers etc. 

***************************************************************************************

EEWG- Weekend Walk 14 July 2018 Mt Evelyn 

Contact: Kaye McRae – 9730 2229 or 0408 199 969 or kayehugh@bigpond.com by Wednesday 11th. Walk 
Details:   7 km circuit along Mt Evelyn Aqueduct Trail. 5km walk to Wandin, after lunch, and  a 5km return 
walk to the car, a total of 17km.[ or how ever far you want to go along the Warburton Trail ] The walk is 
undulating terrain . It will allow for those wanting a shorter work to just do the 7 km circuit. 
Date: Saturday 14 July Length/Time: 4 hours  Level of difficulty:  Undulating terrain, tracks and dirt 
roads ,muddy in places  but long if you choose the 17km walk. Walking poles advantage  

Timetable: 8.45am Car-pooling at Little Theatre Let Kaye know if you will meet at the Little Theatre. 9.30 
am at  IGA  car park in Mt Evelyn  (Mel 118  B  12)  Enter either off York Road or Station Street . BYO 
snack to have at Mt Evelyn Recreation Reserve/Toilets  Lunch:  Heart and Soul Coffee Lounge, 17 Wray 
Cres.,  Mt Evelyn.  Approx 12 MD and those who want to walk extra can do so after lunch.            
Contribution to driver: $5  How to reach Mt Evelyn: Drive  to Lilydale turn Right into Anderson St 
/Swansea Rd ,Left into Hereford or Birmingham Road.

***************************************************************************************

EEWG Walk on Saturday, 16 June 2018
Taradale, Coliban Main Channel
Leader: Chris Butler

Details
The walk is at Taradale, a quiet little town that dates from the goldrush era and still retains many 19th 
century cottages and churches. The first section of the walk follows 8.5 kms of the Coliban water channel on
the outskirts of Taradale and adjacent to the Fryerstown Nature Reserve. For the next section we will take 
quiet back-roads to the Mineral Springs Reserve in the centre of town (2 kms). The final leg will be a short 
return walk from the reserve to view the impressive, heritage listed railway viaduct (1.5 kms). It is a pretty 
walk and if we are lucky we should see some wildlife. During a pre-walk I saw many kangaroos, blue wrens 
and choughs as well as an eastern yellow robin.

Length of walk: 12 kms, easy

Car-pooling: 8.30 am from Diamond Valley Sports Centre, Civic Drive, Greensborough

Fuel contribution: $10

Walk meeting place: 10.00 am, Mineral Springs Reserve, Jackson St, Taradale (Mel: X927 D1, 
VICROADS 631 T6) The reserve is in the main street on the right immediately after crossing Back Creek. A
car shuffle will be needed before we start the walk.

Travel time: Allow 1.5 hours to travel along the Calder Freeway from Melbourne. To reach Taradale, 
follow the Calder Freeway beyond Kyneton and take the exit to Malmsbury. Taradale is the next village 
beyond Malmsbury.



Morning tea: If you wish to have a coffee break before the start of the walk allow extra time and stop en 
route in one of the towns off the Calder Freeway.

Lunch and afternoon tea: Bring your lunch. Afternoon tea will be at one of the cafes in Malmsbury after 
we have completed the walk.

What to bring: Expect cold weather and bring a beanie, gloves and scarf. A change of footwear and long 
pants to leave in the car is also a good idea if the weather forecast is for rain.

Reply by: Thursday, 14 June, to:
Chris Butler (chrisbut40@yahoo.com.au; 0488 263 152)
Indicate whether you will be joining the car-pooling as a driver or passenger, or driving directly. If you offer
to be a driver include the number of passengers you can take.

*********************************************************************************************************************

EEWG Weekend Walk: Saturday, May 19, 2018

WARRAMATE HILLS, GRUYERE IN THE YARRA VALLEY.

Walk details: 
Warramate Hills and the Warramate Nature Conservation Reserve 10 kms east of Coldstream on Killara Road, Gruyere.
Fabulous scenery, magnificent views, river and creek frontage, wildlife and bush 

Length of walk -14 kms approx

Location of  Starting  Place: Mel: 285 G2
Starting time: 9.30 a.m.

To reach the start of the walk it will take approx 50-60 mins from Eltham .Travel to Coldstream either by Lilydale or 
Yarra Glen to the intersection of Maroondah Hwy and Killara Road : Mel 281 B 8 . Travel on sealed Killara Road for 10 
kms to where it meets Yarraloch Way [left hand side ].  There is a Water Tank on the side of the road. Park here but not 
in front of water tank . Walk will start from here.

Level of Difficulty: 
Walking is on wide, gravel, undulating Fire Access Tracks. There are 2 sections of moderately steep hill walking. The 
first about  800metres. Morning tea stop, with wonderful views .The second is the final couple of hundred metres to the 
Trig point [395 m] Steel Hill. Lunch stop 
A further 2 kms to Briarty Hill [422m] fire Tower if desired 
Return on the same route. Walking poles may be useful 

Lunch - BYO with drinks 

Car pooling 
Meet at Eltham Little Theatre to leave at 8.30a.m. [approx 38 kms] 

Contributions to driver: $5 

Coffee at Gateway Estate Coldstream on way home. Great shopping here of hydroponic basil, capsicums, strawberries 
and local produce to purchase 

Contact Kaye McRae 0408199969 /kayehugh@bigpond.com if interested, by May 17

mailto:chrisbut40@yahoo.com.au


Tanglefoot Track Loop -  Saturday, 14th April, 2018

This walk is a medium walk. It is about 10.5km in length, has a long (maybe 4km) relatively easy uphill 
section (similar to the Old Kinglake Road, for those who have walked up that, less steep than the Myrtle 
Gully walk). It has many tree ferns, tall trees and birds. Steepness rating 3 - 3+. 
The surface, is not particularly rough, but has a significant amount of forest litter (leaves, bark, small 
branches etc). Surface rating 4 (due to tripping hazards from forest litter). 
It should NOT be walked if there is any fire danger or after rain. It would probably be best walked in March,
April, October or November. 

Getting there: 
Car-pooling at 08.30 at ELT. The start point is approx. 53km / 1hr from the ELT. Fuel contribution $5 to the
driver. 
Head towards Yarra Glen and then left on the C731 at the T into Yarra Glen. 
After about 2.1km turn left onto the B300, Melba Highway. 
After approx. 14.1km turn right towards Toolangi on the C724, Healesville – Kinglake Road. 
Proceed for about 7.4km (passing through Toolangi) and turn left onto Myers Creek Road (note the 
Toolangi Tavern on your left just round the corner). 
After 2.2km veer left onto Sylvia Creek Rd. This is a gravel road with a (difficult to see) sign on a vertical 
orangey / brown pole. 
After 4.3km Sylvia Creek Rd makes a sharp left turn. At this point there is a smaller road leading roughly 
straight ahead. Take this smaller road and proceed about 300m to the carpark (Wirrawilla Walk). 
There is a (long drop) toilet, and a table and benches under a shelter. 

Coffee: Make your own arrangements. 

The walk: (starts at 09.30, should finish about 12.30, with lunch at about 12.45). 

From the back of the carpark follow the sign to the Tanglefoot Track (and Quarry Rd). After about 0.9km 
pass a track entering from the left. This is an optional return path (see later). 
Follow the track for another 3.5km until you come to some large boulders (blocking vehicle access) and a 
road T intersection (Monda Road, un-signposted, but with a sign pointing left to Tanglefoot Loop Track).  

***************************************************************************************

ELTHAM & ENVIRONS WALKING GROUP

WALK  -  SATURDAY, 17  th   March, 2018.  

SORRENTO to PORTSEA BACK BEACH Surf Lifesaving Club Car Park. 
(Incorporating the “Millionaire’s Walk”)   Melway Reference:   Maps 156 and 157.

WALK DETAILS:
Approximately 11.5km. and should take approximately 2.5 hours to complete.    
Grade:  Moderate/with some steps and moderate up and down hills and includes some beach walking.  
Depending on the weather this can be shortened on the day.
 
The walk commences from the Hotham Road entrance of the Sorrento Historic Park off Point Nepean Road 
(Melway 157 B 7) and concludes at the “Upper Car Park” near the Portsea Surf Lifesaving Club (Melway 
156 C 6) at the end of Back Beach Road. 

Walk from the cars through the gardens and out onto Point Nepean Road.  Follow Point Nepean Road north 

past St Johns Anglican Historical Church to Lentel Avenue, turn right and walk to the coast. Enter through 

the gate in the green fence and follow the beach to Point King.  This is the section known at the 

“Millionaire’s Walk”.  Lovely views over the Bay.



Return to Point Nepean Road and follow west to Hemston Avenue and go back to the coast.  Walk down 

and along Shelley Beach to Point Franklin.  There are again some lovely views over the bay after you climb 

out of Shelly Beach and walking towards Point Franklin.  We walk up a “steep” road back onto Point 

Nepean Road.  Again walking west walk through Portsea past the shops to the Park at the end of the main 

street.  There are toilet facilities here.  Those Members not wishing to participate in the whole walk may like

to finish here.  Continue on through Portsea until you reach the Visitors Centre at the Point Nepean National 

Park.  Walk along Defence Road to Wilsons Folly Track and turn left (south) on this track.  Follow Wilsons 

Folly Track to the London Bridge car park. (Toilet Block in car park)

From here you can either walk to the SLC Car Park via the Farnsworth Track or go do on to the beach, look 

at London Bridge and walk east along the beach to the SLC Car Park (approx. 1km).

SUGGESTED LUNCH VENUE: 1.00 p.m. at Buckley’s Chance Café, 174 Ocean Beach Road, Sorrento

To check menu:  buckleyschance.com.au

STARTING PLACE AND TIME:
As there is a car shuffle I suggest we meet in Hotham Road beside the Sorrento Historic Park at 10.00 a.m. 
(toilets within the Park).  We should then be ready to commence walking at around 10.15 a.m.  Those 
wishing to have coffee can do so beforehand in Sorrento.  Stringer’s Store Café on the corner as you turn 
into Point Nepean Road maybe ideal if it is not too busy, but please be at the start by 10.00 a.m.

Car Pooling and location:  Eltham Lower Park, in the car park outside the Park.
Please be there ready to leave by 8.15 a.m.  The trip is approx. 100kms and should take about 1.5 hrs.  

Directions to the Car Park at the Sorrento Historic Park:
Travel via Eastlink (M3) take EXIT 28 onto M11- Peninsular Link to Portsea.  Follow the Morning 
Peninsular Freeway through to Boneo Road, turn right then left at Eastbourne Road and follow this through 
to the Point Nepean Road.  As you come up the hill into the Sorrento Main Shopping area turn sharp right, 
staying on the Point Nepean Road, turn into the first street on the right, Hotham Street (a gravel road) and 
park facing into the fence of the Sorrento Historic Park (Botanical Gardens).

If you could please let me know (preferably by email) by Thursday, 15th March if:

1. You intend to walk. 
2. You wish to join in for lunch at Buckley’s Chance Café.
3. You are driving direct.
4. You are happy to drive and how many passengers you can take 

or you require a lif.

Fuel contribution would be $10.00 per passenger.

***************************************************************************************

EEWG- Weekend Walk

February 24 (note change of date)

La La Falls and Warburton Circuit

Contact: Stephen 0408 574 401 or Ruth 0409 392 063 or rs.sl@bigpond.com (note that we are 
away until 16th, but can receive emails) before Wednesday February 21.

mailto:rs.sl@bigpond.com


Walk Details: Return walk to La La Falls (3.2km) followed by a circuit walk around Warburton 
ending in the main street. (6-7km).

Walk through mountain ash forest and ferny glades

Date: Saturday 24 February

Length/Time: 2.5 hours

Level of difculty:  Medium

8.45am Car-pooling at Little Theatre

Transport:

To be determined

Timetable:

9.45 am Cofee at a cofee shop (yet to be determined)

Start of Walk: Start of La La falls walking track – some cars to go to the start while one or two 
to remain in Warburton main street.

Lunch:

Yet to be determined

Contribution to driver: $5

How to reach Warburton:

Drive through Lilydale, turn right on signposted road to Warburton.

******************************************************************************
*********

EEWG Weekend Walk
Saturday January 20th,2018.

Coolart Wetlands and Homestead, Somers (on Westernport Bay)
Melways map 193 J9

Walk Details: Morning walk around the 4 tracks inside the Parks Victoria Coolart Wetlands 
boundary, plus visit to the wetlands and or homestead. 
Location of starting place: Meet at the Visitor Centre, Coolart Homestead, to commence walk at 
9.45am.
Length: 5-7kms 
Level of difficulty: Easy/flat
Lunch venue/or BYO lunch:  byo picnic, tables provided, hopefully
Car-pooling at: Lower Eltham Park at 7.40am, outside carpark.
Leaving by: 7.45am (coffee at the Red Hill Bakery, Balnarring Village SC, cnr Balnarring Rd and 
Frankston-Flinders Rd, Balnarring.)
Coffee time: 9.00am-9.30am



How to reach the starting point:  Travel via Eastlink (M3) take EXIT 28 onto M11- Peninsular 
Link to Portsea.  Turn left at EXIT 19 (Mornington/Balnarring) onto C784, the road to Balnarring 
(13kms).  Stay on this road through to the end at Balnarring. (coffee stop). Then travel on Sandy 
Point Rd & turn right on to Lord Somers Road for 1 km then right turn into Parks Victoria Coolart 
Wetlands and Homestead. 
Lunchtime: 11.45am-12.45pm
Extra walk: 12.45pm-2.30pm for those wishing to get more exercise, I propose a walk along the 
foreshore towards Merricks Beach, and back along the clifftop to Balnarring Beach, down steep 
steps, then back along the beach to the cars, at Coolart Homestead Visitors Centre (5-6kms) 
Alternatively, you may wish to further explore the mansion or wetlands.
Contact: Joy Hick 0418573916 or jhick@bigpond.net.au by Wednesday January 17.
Do you need a ride?
Are you prepared to drive?
Petrol contribution $10
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