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WALKS - COMPLETE LIST WITH DIRECTIONS 

December, 2022 

Note - The separate Walking Protocols document must be read in conjunction with this information 

TIP: To find a walk quickly on your computer, press Control F and type in the walk number 

COVID Guidelines      If you, as an EEWG member or a visitor, within 4 days of participating in one 

of our EEWG walks or events, feel unwell & receive a positive COVID test result, it is requested that 

you contact the Member Secretary on eewgsec@gmail.com who will notify any members who were on 

the same walk. Please contact your health provider and take good care of yourself. We also recommend 

you stay at home if you are showing any symptoms of COVID-19 or if you have had contact with 

someone suspected to be infected with COVID-19. 

Please also refer to the following website for current Covid-19 Rules & Regulations in Victoria:  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/. Follow Covid Protocols including Cough into your elbow, maintain 

hand hygiene, do not share personal items on a walk. 

 

Car Pooling:                  Note - Car Pooling sites are noted on our Walking Schedule    

To car pool, go to the carpooling location nominated on the schedule at the nominated time. For 

newer members, carpooling has been utilised by members over many years. In the unlikely event that 

no-one else shows up for car-pooling, (or if an agreement cannot be made regarding the wearing of 

face masks) you many need to drive yourself.  T = Eltham Little Theatre, C = Civic Drive Sports 

Complex, P = Eltham Lwr Park 

 

Note, where we formerly said that parking was at the Eltham Library, we now meet further on at the 

Eltham Central Park, under the trestle bridge, on the left.   

 

Google Maps - Underlined words will open a map page on your browser.   Note - Google Maps 

links sometimes have a red or other marker which is not necessarily the exact location. 

THE WALKS 

1. We have three principal documents: 

 Walking Protocols, which apply to all EEWG walks, reading & complying with them is part of 

your signed EEWG joining agreement.  

 Semester Walking Schedule.  You will be notified by email if any adjustment needs to be made 

to this document after its acceptance at a Special General Meeting.  The Walking Schedule is 

used in conjunction with the latest version of this document.   

 Walks – Complete list with directions.  

 All documents are available on EEWG website under “Walks” You will be emailed a 

Schedule, Complete list of walks, Walks - Moderate, by date & Walks – Easy, by date. The 

details can be saved to your desktop, other device or accessed via our website.   

2. Days of extreme weather : 

 TOTAL FIRE BAN DAYS - All walks marked on the Schedule with a * 

Meet at the scheduled carpooling location, or Eltham Central Park if there is no carpooling 

location, to decide whether to do a different EEWG walk.  

mailto:eewgsec@gmail.com
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
http://www.elthamenvironswg.org.au/
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 Forecast temperature of 35 degrees C or higher.  

 Wet, windy and/or very cold day  

Meet at the scheduled carpooling location, or start location, to decide whether to cancel or do a 

different EEWG walk.  

3. Walk numbers - each EEWG walk has a unique number.  A walk is designated as M = moderate, 

E = easy, ML = long moderate, EL = Long easy or EXT = extended (usually further away). 

4.  Surface - Number Codes: 

1. Smooth: mostly sealed, bitumen or concrete or can be flat, grassy paths.  

2. Formed, wide path or road. Well maintained gravel or open grassy areas.  

3. Formed path, maybe narrow, some loose gravel which may be rough 

4. Short sections rough, eroded or corrugated. May need to climb over a gate or fence. 

5. Several extended rough sections. Stony, may be slippery after rain. Brief sections without track. 

May need to climb over a gate or fence. 

5. Steepness - Number Codes: 

1. Flat for most of the walk. 

2. A mix of flat land and gently undulating ground. 

3. A combination of flat ground and undulating/moderate slopes.  

4. Several sections with moderate and steep slopes. 

        5. At least one section with very steep slope, the rest a combination of gradients 1 to 4 above. 

6. Time of Walks – Easy & Moderate walks begin at 0930 - carpooling at 0900.  From December 1 

to March 30, Moderate walks begin half an hour earlier – members will be emailed prior to any 

change & dates are shown in the Schedule & Walks by date documents.  Combined Walks start at the 

same time as the Moderate group during this time. 

7. EXPL (Exploratory) = New walks that are in the trial phase.  Members who participate, discuss 

the walk & decide if it is suitable or not, and the appropriate Moderate or Easy Walks Facilitator is 

then advised. Members can suggest a review of any walk’s grading by contacting the convenor of 

the Walks Planning Group (e.g., to suggest that an M walk should really be an E, or vice versa). 

8. EXT (Extended) walks = Longer or further afield than regular walks.  If doing one of these 

walks, meet as per the emailed instructions from the person organising the walk. 

9. Combined walks Usually 12 are scheduled each semester, spread over two walking days (W, F).  

This gives members a chance to catch up with those who may normally only walk M or E walks.  

10. Private property - A % symbol indicates all or some of the walk is on private property. 

11. Animals Dogs or other animals cannot accompany us on any walks. 

12.  Emergency: iPhones have an automatic emergency calling facility, which you can turn on: 

Settings-Emergency SOS-Auto Call.  You can also download the what3words app.  When 

opening, this app will show three words that define your current location: give these to the 

Emergency Services operator.  

13. For Androids, download at http://emergencyapp.triplezero.gov.au 

14. Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs) are carried on a Saturday or Trip Away Walk. The members 

carrying a PLB will change from time to time. The Moderate group has 2 members who carry a 

PLB when in attendance.  A beacon is only to be used in an emergency when mobile phone coverage 

is unavailable.   

15. Comprehensive first aid kits - Provided to two members who are regular walkers, the kits are 

kept in their car.   

16. Walk Details Please advise the Secretary (eewgsec@gmail.com) if: Walk details are substantially 

wrong; Surface/steepness ratings are missing, or if you disagree significantly with them; coffee 

venue is missing and you can provide a suggested venue; Melway map reference or Google Maps 

link is missing or incorrect. 

https://what3words.com/about-us/
mailto:eewgsec@gmail.com
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The walks 

 

100* M   Skyline Road: Osborne Road to ‘Four Winds’ property, Christmas Hills   
7.9 kms 2hrs Mel 266 F9 
Tony Stutterd. Re-named 31/7/17 

Schedule with 144 E 
Surface = 2, steepness 3 
Carpooling at ELT. 
 
Commences from the corner of Skyline Rd North and Osborne Rd/Mt Wise Rd  Park on the grassy 

verge in Skyline Rd North, on the western side.  Walk along Skyline Rd North, in a Northerly direction.  

Pass Buttermans Track and Wallace Rd on the left. This walk stays on Skyline Rd North, on the 

forward walk using the one-way branches on the left.  Pass Tuan’s Track on the right, continue straight 

ahead, veer left and continue to the gate into the ‘Four winds’ property, or near to this.  About turn and 

return to cars, using the lower one-way branches of the road. 

Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, not Mondays, not milkshakes) or Kangaroo Ground GS. 
 

101 E  Carome Homestead Circuit, Mernda  
7kms   2hrs   Mel 183 K1 
Tony Stutterd, developed Aug 2014, updated March 2022 

Surface = 2, steepness 1, scenery*** 
Carpooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre 
 

Commences from Carome Homestead in Mernda (Two Beans and a Farm restaurant), and located in 

Mernda 

Drive north along Plenty Rd, past Gordons Rd (a right turn here would take you into Hawkstowe 

Park). Continue a further 1.6km, passing Lakes Bvd on the left, to Hawkstowe Pde on the right. Turn 

right here. Drive under the railway line along Hawkstowe Pde for about 700m, making a left turn into 

Barmah Dr.  At third roundabout turn right into Muswellbrook Gv.  Drive to end of this road.  Cross 

Hathfelde Bvd, go through the gate and drive to the car park in carpark on left. If carpark is not open 

park in Hathfelde Bvd.   

Walk north along the road past the rear of the homestead, then along a grassy track that has old fences 

on either side.  At the end of this, the track has a crushed stone surface, and you will see a housing 

estate and wetlands on your left. Veer right, following the path, and continue in a North-Easterly 

direction, with the Plenty River close by on the right. Notice along the way, an old bluestone bridge 

which once carried a pipeline, as well as an old bluestone quarry.  A large footbridge, which also carries 

a new water-pipe, is reached, and at this point you are close to Bridge Inn Rd.   

There are now two alternatives: 

Option 1:  Retrace your steps to the homestead and car-park. Walk south past a sign which has 

information about the remains of an 1850s flour mill, then along a grassy path until a gully (Kilkallo 

Gully Reserve) is reached. Turn right here along the northern side of this gully, cross a small bridge, 

and use the concrete path to walk to Ripponlea Pde or the next bridge, which is on Riverdale Bvd. 

about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Osborne+Rd+%26+Skyline+Rd,+Yarra+Glen+VIC+3775/@-37.6462996,145.3539411,15.37z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d2e0d72a2c21:0xd378a7cfeaab74ab!8m2!3d-37.6422909!4d145.3536077?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Dark+Horse+Cafe,+Wine+%26+Produce/@-37.6729457,145.2515322,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633a72763e44b:0x9e72702027e24b11!8m2!3d-37.6699085!4d145.2544871?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/%22Two+Beans+and+a+Farm%22+Cafe+Restaurant+at+Carome+Homestead/@-37.614295,145.0960547,15.65z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64af760f1276d:0xd79e3b637c1d4875!8m2!3d-37.6148999!4d145.1031404?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/TwoBeansandaFarm/
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Cross either of these bridges and walk back to the cars, using the path on the north side of Kilkallo 

Gully Reserve.    

Option 2:  Cross the footbridge with the water-pipe, and turn right.  Follow a grassy path, with the 

Plenty R now on your right. After a short distance, veer slightly left to go through a low bluestone 

‘wall’. The path now continues with a low mound on the left, which is the original pipe-track from Yan 

Yean Reservoir. The path narrows to a single-lane –and sometimes muddy – earth path. Skirt around a 

housing estate, and continue to a recessed area where the path forms a T junction with an informal 

path. This is probably an appropriate place to pause for a drink, and a retracing of steps to the 

homestead.  Coffee available at the homestead. 

102 M  O’Sheas Road, Rosella Track and bike paths, One Tree Hill Reserve   
8kms   2½ hrs   Mel 265 C12 
Tony Stutterd. Updated January 2016 

Surface =4, steepness = 5 , scenery***    
Carpooling at ELT 
 
Commences at the One Tree Hill car park. The car park is located off Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd, on the 

left, 0.7km beyond the Simpsons Rd turn into Sugarloaf Reservoir.  Look for a break in the double 

lines immediately before a triangular ‘Watch for Wildlife’ sign. The turn-off is a gap in the side of a 

road cutting. The car park is not sign-posted from the main road. Just before the gap, there is a picnic 

table and car park in the distance on your left. 

To commence the walk from the car park, follow the broad vehicular track, cross a concrete ford, and 

pass through a gap alongside a barrier gate. Follow the vehicular track for about 400m to a path coming 

in from the left.  The noticeboard that was located at this intersection, has been removed, so the turn-

off is now less obvious than in the past.  It comes immediately after walking about 30m down a dip in 

the road. Turn sharply left here along a narrow earth track for about 100m. Just before reaching a creek 

and concrete crossing, look for a very narrow path coming in sharply on the right; turn right here, and 

head uphill.  This is a mountain-bike track, which generally parallels the main Happy Valley road, but 

on the western side of the valley; you will be able to see the road below on your right. Follow the 

mountain bike track for about 700m to a T junction. Turn right here. The path now winds its way 

down, crossing a small gully, before emerging onto the main Happy Valley road.  

Immediately opposite is a continuation of the mountain bike path.  Follow this path. After a short 

distance, the track divides, with an almost flat track on the right, and a steeper path on the left.  Take 

the left option for about 1km as it climbs fairly steeply for much of this distance*.  After levelling out, 

the track descends slightly to a major crossroads, with Beardsell Track immediately ahead, and O’Sheas 

Rd off to the left and right. Continue straight ahead, up Beardsell Track. After about 500m, look for 

Rosella Track on the right. It is the first track encountered since leaving the intersection, and has a 

signpost.  Turn right here. The track descends for about 500m, and a watertank and cleared area will be 

seen on the right. Shortly afterwards, a gate takes you out of the Parks Vic land, and onto a public road: 

One Tree Hill Rd. Turn right here, and walk down the road for about 800m, passing a fenced 

about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Sugarloaf+Reservoir/@-37.6512819,145.2930298,16.17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63299453c6a17:0x2a0456754b38d4d0!8m2!3d-37.6737879!4d145.3046728?hl=en
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homestead on the left.  At the bottom of the hill, O’Sheas Rd is again encountered, this time on the 

right.  Turn right here, passing the driveway entrances to several properties along the way, mostly on 

the left.  Keep to the road, which gradually rises, and follow this for about 800m: for vehicles this is a 

No Through Road.  A PV gate is located at the end of the road; go around this, walk a few more 

metres up to the intersection you will have passed about 50 minutes earlier. Continue straight across 

the road, with Beardsell Track now on your right. This is the continuation of O’Sheas Rd; it descends 

moderately steeply. Along the way, the road divides; keep left. At the bottom of the hill you walk out 

onto Happy Valley Road. Turn left here, walk 1.7km, pass round the PV gate, cross the ford, and you 

are back to the cars.   

* If this section of the walk seems daunting, an alternative slightly longer but easier option is to turn left 

after leaving the narrow path, and to walk along Happy Valley Rd. On reaching O’Shea’s Rd on your 

right (the first wide road you will encounter), turn right, and walk to the top of the hill and the 

intersection with Beardsell Track.  

Coffee at Dark Horse Open Wed to Sun (Watsons Creek, not Mondays, not milkshakes) or Kangaroo 

Ground 

103 M Gellibrand Hill, Woodlands Historic Park, Greenvale   
8¾kms  2hrs  Mel 177 K8 
Tony Stutterd. Updated October 2015. 

Surface = 2, steepness = 3, scenery*** 
Carpooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre 
  

Commences at the car park immediately South of the Woodlands Homestead.  To reach this, turn off 

Sunbury Rd at the Oaklands Rd. roundabout. This is close to the North-South runway of Melbourne 

Airport. The entry point to the park (the noticeboard says ‘Living Legends’ – a reference to the former 

race horses stabled here) is 100m along Oaklands Rd on the right, and the car park a further 800m 

inside the park, just to the right of the homestead (not straight ahead in front of the homestead).  

From the car park, walk so that Oaklands Rd is behind you.  Go through the small gate, and turn right 

along a well-defined path for 400m.  At the first intersection, turn left, and proceed along a rough earth 

path a fence-line and eucalyptus plantation (550m).  Turn right here, and follow the metal road 

alongside the fence to the corner of the forest (800m).  Turn left, and heading in a straight line, again 

along the boundary fence, walk down but mostly up the gradual slope, past the historic cemetery on the 

left, to a point where a radio tower is clearly in view (1.75km).  At this point, veer right, and follow an 

informal track towards the radio tower, and beyond for a short distance on a formed road to the 

Gellibrand Hill summit (500m).  Take in the 360 degree view, with Melbourne Airport and the 

Melbourne CBD both clearly visible.  Retrace your steps back to the high Back Paddock fence (500m).  

Go through the double gates, and turn left, walking for 300m, then right for 500m, gradually 

descending off the hill.  When Greenvale Creek is reached, turn left for 250m.  Rather than continue 

straight ahead to the Southern end of the Back Paddock, turn right here, and follow a broad 

meandering gravel path for about 500m, crossing a path coming in from the left (to Cumberland Ruins) 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Dark+Horse+Cafe,+Wine+%26+Produce/@-37.6729457,145.2515322,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633a72763e44b:0x9e72702027e24b11!8m2!3d-37.6699085!4d145.2544871?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Woodlands+Homestead/@-37.6303696,144.8474117,19.17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad65769050e6069:0xf5d626534d96625f!8m2!3d-37.6303068!4d144.8478231?hl=en
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and right, and continuing for about 1.3km to a further gate and the high Back Paddock fence.  Go 

through the gate to exit Back Paddock, and follow the path straight ahead for the last 600m back to the 

cars. This walk is about 8.5km in length.   Tea /coffee available at the Woodlands Homestead.    

104 E  Schwerkolt Cottage, Eastlink Trail and Yarran Dheran Reserve, Mitcham 
6.1kms  1¾hrs   Mel 49 D7 
Updated November 2016 

Surface = 1, steepness = 2 
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park 
 

Commences at car park adjacent to Schwerkolt Cottage, off Deep Creek Rd.  From the car park, walk 

downhill on to the Eastlink Trail.  Stay on the Eastlink Trail, crossing Mullum Mullum Creek and 

Quarry Road.  Continue on, passing an Eastlink ventilation tower, and then uphill until the entrance to 

the Eastlink tunnel is visible below.  Turn around and go back the same way for a very easy walk.   

Coffee at Rubiki, North Ringwood 

105* M   One Tree Hill Reserve, Christmas Hills    
6.6kms  1:50  Mel 265 C12 
Tony Stutterd. Updated July 2020 

Surface = 4, steepness 5, scenery*** 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Note that this walk comes in two versions. Both begin at the One Tree Hill Reserve car park. The turn-

off for this car park is very difficult to discern from the main Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. The turn-off is on 

the left, a gap in the side of a road cutting, and is located 0.7km beyond the Simpsons Rdturn into 

Sugarloaf Reservoir. Look for a break in the double lines immediately after a left hand bend and before 

a triangular ‘Watch for Wildlife’ sign. Note that the car park itself is not sign-posted from the main 

road.  

To begin the walk from the car park, follow the broad vehicular track, cross a ford (can be tricky after 

heavy rain) and pass through a gap alongside a barrier gate. Follow the vehicular Happy Valley Track 

for 1.7km. At a T intersection with a sign ‘O’Sheas Track’ there are two options.  

Option 1 has steeper hills and is a little longer. Turn right into O’Sheas Track. Keep walking uphill 

until Beardsell Track is reached. Turn left and walk uphill; you will pass Rosella Track on your right. 

When the gradient changes to down, you have passed over the top of One Tree Hill. After passing 

through a PV gate, turn left into One Tree Hill Rd (not signposted). Opposite you is a property with 

the number 295. Walk down this gently sloping road until it makes a very sharp turn to the right.  

At this point ignore the gate on your left and walk along Mine Shaft Rd for a short distance (just a few 

metres), then veer left to a small picnic area. Walk around the barrier gate, past a PV sign indicating you 

are entering the Warrandyte-Kinglake Conservation Areas, and follow the narrow path. Initially this 

slopes downwards gradually, but when the track veers left, the gradient is much steeper. Follow this 

track until it levels out, and you reach a T junction. Turn left here. A short distance brings you back to 

Happy Valley Track. Turn right here, to return to the cars. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7955958,145.2357053,16.73z?hl=en
about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Sugarloaf+Reservoir/@-37.6512819,145.2930298,16.17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63299453c6a17:0x2a0456754b38d4d0!8m2!3d-37.6737879!4d145.3046728?hl=en
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Option 2 is shorter and less steep. Continue straight ahead on the broad path. You will pass some 

old and current mine workings. After an ascent, a barrier gate and roads are reached. Mine Shaft Rd is 

straight ahead, and two arms of the un-signposted One Tree Hill Rd (a very sharp corner) are on the 

right. Follow Mine Shaft Rd for just a few metres, then veer left to a small picnic area. Walk around the 

barrier gate, past a PV sign indicating you are in the Warrandyte-Kinglake Conservation Area, and 

follow the narrow path. Initially this slopes downwards gradually, but when the track veers left, the 

gradient is much steeper. Follow this track until it levels out, and you reach a T junction. The path to 

the right leads to the Rob Roy hill-climb. You need to take the left turn. A short distance brings you 

back to Happy Valley Track. Turn right here, to return to the cars.  

Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, not Mondays, not milkshakes) or Kangaroo Ground 

 
106 E Merri Creek Wetlands /Galada Tamboore Conservation Area, Lalor  
7.1km    1hr 45   Mel 8 C4    
Tony Stutterd  Updated Oct 2020     

Surface 2  Steepness  2   
Car pooling  DV Sports Centre 
 

Commences from the first car park in the Whittlesea Public Gardens (close to the toilets).  To reach 

the start of the walk, use either the Western Ring Road to the Edgars Rd ramp, or an alternative route 

via Grimshaw St, Settlement Rd, Keon Pde and Mahoneys Rd.  Turn right at Edgars Rd, then left at 

Barry Rd; this leads to the gardens.  It will take about 25 minutes from Eltham.  

Walk from the cars, veering left, to the lake.  Use the path to skirt the lake.  Where the path meets 

another path entering from the left, take this.  This leads you across the Hume Freeway, via what is 

colloquially called the ‘Rusty Bridge’.  Continue across open grasslands to Merri Creek.  There is a 

lookout a few metres ahead just before the sharp bend that is the continuation of the path.   

After taking in the view of Merri Creek, retrace steps for about 20 metres, then walk past a rock wall on 

the left to a foot bridge over Merri Creek.  Cross this, and continue on what is now a concrete bike 

path, with an industrial site in front of you.  The sealed footpath traverses a low-lying area, veers left, 

and continues past the western section of Barry Rd. The path then trends uphill, providing good views 

across Merri Creek below on the left. After passing the end of the cyclone-wire fence, continue for 

about 20 metres, and look for, and follow, a grassy track off to the left.  This leads down to a treed 

section where Merri Creek cascades over rocks.  

After taking a break alongside the creek, about turn, and return to the main trail, following the path 

used to reach the creek. On reaching the main trail, turn right and retrace your steps to the cars.  

 

107* M  Watsons Creek Track, Kinglake Nat Park, & gas pipeline, Christmas Hills  

7.5km    About 2hr15min    Mel 265 J1 
Tony Stutterd  Updated June 2021   

Surface 4, Steepness 5  

Car pooling ELT   

 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Dark+Horse+Cafe,+Wine+%26+Produce/@-37.6729457,145.2515322,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633a72763e44b:0x9e72702027e24b11!8m2!3d-37.6699085!4d145.2544871?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Whittlesea+Public+Gardens/@-37.669696,144.9830119,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64f5b93d4e3b5:0xa586154d0c97d91b!8m2!3d-37.6699465!4d144.9851148?hl=en
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Note: There are 2 steep sections along the gas pipeline. 

Commences from the Kinglake National Park gate at the end of Marshalls Road.  To reach Marshalls 

Rd, drive through St Andrews, and turn right into Buttermans Track.  Marshalls Rd is 5 km from the 

Northern end of Buttermans Track, and immediately after the entrance to Rising Vineyard.  Turn left 

into Marshalls Rd at the water-tank, & proceed 1 km to the end of the road.   Avoid parking in front 

of the emergency access gate.  

 Proceed through the barrier gate, and follow the sign-posted Watsons Creek Track immediately to the 

right.  The 3km Parks Management road extends to the Southern boundary of the Kinglake National 

Park. It has a number of rises and falls, none of them extended or steep, but in places quite rough 

underfoot. For the most part, the track is shaded by an open woodland of tall eucalypts and shrubs 

ranging in height from 1 to 5m. After 3km, a gate and a Kinglake NP sign are reached.  

The road extends beyond the Park boundary into the property of Rob and Linda Shackleton.  Members 

of EEWG have been given permission to follow the road through their property. Email: 

robert.shackleton@bigpond.com  tel 9710 1512  / 0427 518 565 

 Go through the gate, closing it on leaving. Walk about 1km, initially on relatively flat ground, then on a 

moderate gradient down to the house and fruit trees. Continue for a further 100m; look for a cleared 

area on the right, and the red marker for the gas pipeline. Pause here for refreshment in the shade of 

the trees. 

At this point, look North-West (off to the right) for the cleared grassy corridor that is the Pakenham-

Wollert Pipeline. The corridor is visible for about 2km. Leave the driveway, and go through the wire 

fence on the right. Walk down and across open grassland for about 150m. Keeping the pipeline always 

in sight, continue down, first through fallen timber and bark litter and on to an intermittent 

watercourse. There is another fence to cross here (very easy). The pipeline easement is now clearly 

visible, and rises very steeply ahead. Follow this. At the top, the gradient levels out, before again rising 

steeply. Walkers can either use the scree and grass covered open area, or its verges for a better 

foothold. Light timber covers both sides of the pipeline. The point at which the easement emerges into 

open country is about 2km from the property driveway. Continue to follow the pipeline corridor, 

which veers right. For much of the next 1km the land is relatively flat;  there is, however, one short 

incline of moderate gradient before reaching Marshalls Rd and the cars. 

Coffee at St Andrews GS 

 

108 M  De Fredericks Rd area, Yarrambat.   

6.2km  Mel 184 JK11   
Tony Stutterd    

Surface 2  Steepness 4   
 

Commences at the corner of Ironbark and Black Gully Rds.  Initially walk along Black Gully Rd (verge 

narrow in places, so care needed), then make a series of left-hand turns: first Millthorpe Rd, then 

Astons (not sign-posted, but it is the first left hand turn possible, and part-way down a hill), followed 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6103862,145.3230588,15.5z?hl=en-GB
mailto:robert.shackleton@bigpond.com
about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Black+Gully+Rd+%26+Ironbark+Rd,+Yarrambat+VIC+3091/@-37.6457775,145.1369961,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6358d9a65c1f3:0xf0087a775d6fe14a!8m2!3d-37.6474838!4d145.147686?hl=en
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by De Fredericks, Hacketts (not really a left turn: more straight ahead) and finally Ironbark Rd to return 

to cars.   

Note that Eisemans Road, which is about 100 metres beyond a minor road named Blackers La, may 

not be signposted.  Do not follow Eisemans Rd, as it will involve a detour to return to the cars.  

Instead stay on De Fredericks Rd for about 500 m.  At this point, De Fredericks Rd then turns right.  

Continue straight on, as noted above, following Hacketts Rd, eventually turning left into Ironbark Rd 

to return to the cars.   

Coffee at The Tin Shed (Diamond Creek), or Nillumbik Cellars (smaller group)(Diamond Creek)  

109* M    Whipstick Gully and Webb St, Warrandyte State Park   
6kms  1¾ hrs  Mel 23 E11 
Surface = 3, steepness 4, scenery*** 
Car pooling ELT 

 
Commences at the corner of Whipstick Gully Rd & Warrandyte Rd.  Park either in the car park across 

the road from this corner, or in the car park in Whipstick Gully Rd.   

Walk up Whipstick Gully Rd and Track to Tunnel St, ignoring the track off to the left just before the 

steep rise.  Turn left through the gate out of the park opposite Betton Track into Tunnel St, and walk 

to Webb St.  Turn right, and walk along Webb St for about 300m.  Look for a Warrandyte State Park 

sign on the right, and re-enter the park here.  Ignore Wildcat Link on the right, instead following Dead 

End Track on the left.  After 200m, Dead End Track veers right.  Ignore this, instead following the 

unnamed track on the left.  At the top of the incline, turn right into Fiddler Gully Track.  Follow this, 

initially down then steeply up, to rejoin Webb St.   Turn right into Webb St, and follow this until it 

becomes a cul-de-sac and turning circle.  Turn left through the gate to re-enter the park, and walk along 

unsignposted Pigtail Track.  At the T junction, Boundary Track is to the left, and the Bridle Trail to the 

right.   Follow the Bridle Trail through to Wattle Blossom Rd.  Turn right into Masonic Rd (not 

signposted), then left into Ringwood-Warrandyte Rd.  Cross at a safe point, and walk along the side 

track.  Cross Tills Rd, and pass a café.  Look for a track alongside the Yarra River on the right.  Walk 

on this track to the Warrandyte Historical Society.  Return to the main road via a car park and toilets, 

which are opposite Whipstick Gully Rd. 

Coffee at Food for all seasons (Warrandyte) 

110 M Butterfly Reserve/Woodridge Linear Park, Eltham  
7kms   2hrs  Mel 21 J5 
Updated December 2021 

Surface = 2, steepness 3, scenery** 
Meet at  Eltham Central Park. 
 

Note that there are two options for this walk – choose which before starting the walk.  

Follow the road under the railway bridge, and veer left to walk around Eltham Central Park and 

Andrew Park. Turn right into Diamond St, follow this around and cross the railway line. At the traffic 

lights, cross Main Rd and turn left. After 100m, take the path on the right just past the medical clinic. 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Tin+Shed/@-37.673023,145.1539951,16.25z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x82a4b62ef2e3f0a8!8m2!3d-37.6726855!4d145.1516981
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7390254,145.2173783,16.75z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Food+for+All+Seasons/@-37.7377006,145.22246,16.73z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6372c700df79d:0xf4b41bbc8970f6e!8m2!3d-37.7370367!4d145.2236775?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/-37.7088613,145.1265484/Eltham+Central+Park,+Eltham+VIC+3095/@-37.7155882,145.1457272,17z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x6ad637d09d610db9:0x2ecd0279f1333013!2m2!1d145.1448264!2d-37.715317
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Turn left at Bible St/Grove St. Walk past the primary school, then cross the road to enter Woodridge 

Linear Park on the right. Follow the path for 600m, cross Hartland Way and walk a further 400m to a 

point where a road is just ahead (Eucalyptus Rd), and where a gravel path with a moderately steep 

grade enters from the right. Turn right here, and walk about 200m up the hill through the Pauline 

Toner Butterfly Reserve. At the top of the hill there are 2 possibilities:  

Option 1.  Of the 2 options, this is about 0.5km longer. Leave the reserve, and cross the roundabout 

into Nyora Rd. Walk along Nyora Rd for about 1km to Reynolds Rd. Turn left, and after 100m reach 

the track with the wire gate and marked ‘Yarra Valley Water’ on the left. This is a good place for a 

break.  

Take the track, and on reaching open land and the power line easement, follow the track that angles to 

the right across and under the power lines to pick up a track that angles slightly left between houses. At 

the end of this track is a property on the left with the name ‘Warringah’ (No. 26). This track leads into 

unmarked and sealed Diosma Rd. Proceed 30m past Gumhill Ct, and take the easement on the right. 

Walk along the easement, ignoring tracks coming in principally from the right. Cross three sealed roads 

(all unmarked) to reach Cooinda Reserve (the sign isn’t obvious, as it faces traffic coming from the 

right), and Beard St. Cross the Reserve and exit left into Grove St. Continue along Grove St passing the 

point where you entered the Woodridge Linear Reserve, again on your left. Return to the cars via the 

forward route.  

Option 2. This option is about 0.5 km shorter. After exploring the Butterfly Reserve, return back down 

the hill (200m) and exit right across Eucalyptus Rd, and continue straight ahead along the easement 

(between Nos. 56 & 58) to a T in a small park. This is a good place for a break. Then take the track to 

the left which crosses the ends of Peppermint Grove and Stokes Place, passes through the Diosma Rd 

Reserve and eventually reaches Diosma Rd.  Turn left into Diosma Rd and almost immediately right 

(between Nos. 35 & 39) into another Copper Butterfly Reserve. Walk through this to the transmission 

lines.  Turn left. After about 70m pass a track on the left. After about another 40m turn left on the next 

track that runs into the end of Valonia Dr. Continue along Valonia Dve for about 1 km, where it will 

intersect with Beard St. Cross into Cooinda Reserve and bear left into Grove St. Walk along Grove St 

and past the point where you entered Woodridge Linear Reserve. Return to the cars via the forward 

route. 

Coffee at Teapot Café (Eltham Library), or 3095 (adjacent to Eltham Railway Station 

111* M Chalmers Ridge Track, Kinglake NP, Steels Creek   
7.6kms  2hrs  4km beyond Mel 266 K1 
Kaye McRae. Revised October 2020  

Surface = 4, steepness = 5, scenery*** 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Commences about 200m beyond the T junction of Full and Plenty Track and Mt Slide Rd.  To reach 

this point, drive the length of Steels Creek Rd.  Towards the end of the road, you will pass Old 

Kinglake Rd (on the left), Hunts Lane (on the right) and Lawrence Lane (on the left).  The next road is 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
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Mt Slide Rd.  Turn left here, and drive 700m to the start of the Kinglake NP – about 200m past Full 

and Plenty Track. There is space for 6 or 7 cars to park on the verge of Mt Slide Rd, opposite and 

alongside the entrance to Kinglake NP. 

Enter Kinglake NP via the gate on the South side of Mt Slide Rd.  The track immediately ahead is the 

Chalmers Ridge Track, although the name no longer appears on the noticeboard at the gate. Though 

heavily eroded in parts, the track is used by management vehicles and is open to walkers.  

In the nineteen century this area was mined for gold and antimony, and there is evidence of this off to 

the sides of the track; walkers are advised not to walk far off track, because of the presence of mine 

shafts. This section of the park was severely burnt during the February 2009 fires, but vegetation has 

largely returned.  

Proceed along the track.  It rises gently at first, then becomes steeper in the vicinity of the mine 

workings. You might notice a small dam off to the right, just before the gradient changes; the water 

collected was used for gold washing. About 500m in, the erosion is clearly apparent, especially on the 

steeper areas, but when the gradient levels out, the track is in much better condition. The increase in 

altitude also leads to open vistas across valleys on either side. 

It is suggested the walk continues along the track for about 1 hour from the start; at this point, you will 

be in an area with good vistas into 2 valleys, and a large number of xanthorrhoea plants (sometimes 

referred to as grass-trees). This will mean about two-thirds of Chalmers Ridge Track is walked. At this 

stage, stop for refreshment, then turn around and walk back to the cars.  

Note that for a longer walk, it is possible to continue through to a second, broken-down gate 

about 1km South of the Kinglake Rd. The last part of this extended walk is a long up-hill 

section, before it flattens out into a lane and Lamon Farm.  

Coffee at Yarrawood Winery.  (Call ahead with numbers: 9730 2003) 

112* E  One Hundred Acres Reserve, Park Orchards  
4.5kms  1¾hrs  Mel 35 E9 
Surface = 3, steepness = 2 
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park  
 
Park next to the netball courts at Domeney Reserve in Knees Rd; turn right after entering Domeney 

Reserve; parking is a further 100m on.  

This walk is difficult to describe, if a particular route is to be selected.  One possibility is to attempt to 

follow the plaques numbered 1 to 20.  Even this is quite hard to do, as arrows are rather randomly 

placed, and although the plaque at the entrance alongside the netball courts has all the tracks named, 

less than a handful of tracks are marked in the Reserve itself. 

On entering the Reserve, turn left.   After 100m, a junction is reached.  This is Long Leaved Box Track. 

Plaque no. 20 is just to the right.   

Here are 3 alternatives: 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Yarrawood+Estate/@-37.6334799,145.3860115,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d387055703f9:0x24e78f65aa5262!8m2!3d-37.634575!4d145.396547?hl=en
mailto:ann_kennedy52@yahoo.com.au
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7749465,145.2160941,17z
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Option 1: By veering left and walking 300m, you should come to Plaques 1 and 2.  Proceed from here, 

looking for the next 18 numbers. Continue the walk, following any paths of interest. 

Option 2: Turn right through the gate at Plaque 20, and try to find the plaques in reverse order.   

Option 3: Proceed in either direction, following at whim any track encountered.  There are 4 boundary 

white wires or fences to define the edges of the park.  Eventually, follow a boundary to return to the 

cars 

Note: Pamphlet ‘100% Special’ (Manningham Council) 

Coffee at 13 Rows, Aumanns Produce 150 Harris-Gully Road, Warrandyte  

 

113* M   Haslams Track circuit, Warrandyte State Park  
5kms  1:45hr  Mel 35 K1 
Tony Stutterd. Updated March 2020.  

Elevation 62m 
Surface = 4, steepness = 3 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences at the car park next to 287 Jumping Creek Rd (about 300m from the Warren Glen 

Nursery and the Ringwood-Warrandyte Rd roundabout; it’s on your right, coming from Warrandyte 

township).   

There are two possible trails on entering the park.  For this walk, take the left fork, which starts off 

quite steeply.  Follow this track for 500m to a T junction.  Turn left; though not labelled, this is 

Haslam’s Link. At the end of this link, (effectively a 90 degree turn) you are close to the northeast 

boundary of the park. Turn right along Haslams Track – actually a management vehicle road. The first 

section of this can be muddy in winter and spring, while the second section is steep for about 150m.  

All along the track and beyond the boundary fence on the left, the land falls away steeply to a just 

visible Jumping Creek below. In May, there is lots of colour in the deciduous trees growing on the 

properties on the left.  

At the top of the rise, and at the entrance to a private property, go through the management vehicle 

gate, and walk a couple of hundred metres to a management gate and noticeboard set back on the right.  

Enter the park here, turning left onto a narrow track. Pass a water tank close to the road. The first wide 

track on the left takes you back to the road.  Ignore this, instead staying on the narrow path; a locked 

gate and chain-wire fence runs adjacent to the path on your left.  The path - not well maintained, and in 

places quite overgrown - wends its way through the park for about 300m, before reaching a point 

where it divides into two.  Again, because of the growth this can at times be difficult to discern*. Take 

the right fork - an even narrower path flanked by Lomandra grass. This winds its way through the 

lightly-timbered forest, emerging onto the wide eastern boundary road known as the Bridle Track.  

Turn left here, walking South along the Bridle Track, the boundary fence now on your right.  After a 

short distance, the Bridle track rises steeply to a gate.  Go through the gate, and walk up the slight rise 

to the asphalt-surfaced Johansons Rd.  Turn left, and walk along the very wide verge for about 200m.  

Ahead is a ‘No through road’ sign.  Turn left here back onto Haslams Track.  Walk a further 200m to a 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Aumanns+At+Warrandyte/@-37.7651238,145.1894287,14.83z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad639dec7050267:0xce720f47027d7dc!8m2!3d-37.7642103!4d145.199536?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7437551,145.2380869,16.92z
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gate on the left side of Haslams Track; you will recognise this is the gate you entered about  20 minutes 

earlier.  Walk through the gate, and veer right onto South Track; this will take you to the Bridle and 

Fire Access Tracks.  Turn right onto this very wide track, going down, then up the hill, and passing lots 

of curious dogs in a series of kennels on the left.  Continue ahead, eventually reaching a track used near 

the beginning of the walk. 

A stroll down the hill takes you back to the cars. 

*If the path on the right is missed, the boundary fence will be followed. When the path peters out, go 

through the boundary fence, turn right, walk 100m, then re-enter the park through the vehicle gate on 

the right. Walk 500m to a bridle track, and turn right. This wide path will take you back to Haslams 

Track. Either follow this back to the cars, or stay inside the park to walk through to a broad vehicle 

track. Turn right to return to the cars. 

Coffee at Food for all seasons 

114 E  Karingal Yalloc, Eltham  
7.4 kms  2hrs  Mel 21 F5  
Ian Burns, April 2017, amended August 2020.  

Surface = 2, steepness 2, scenery** 
  
This walk is an easier version & combination of 139 (Karingal Dve and Creek and Ryans Rd), and 183 

(St Katherine’s Church & Reserve).   

Commences at Meruka Park car park,, just off Meruka Drive, Eltham.  Go through a gap in the fence 

to the left of the Meruka Park sign, and head towards Karingal Dve, and a large fallen eucalypt. Look 

for a narrow bush track and take this to where it re-enters the other side of the park. Walk across to 

Gleneagle Way, crossing it and Nerreman Gateway. Turn right onto the path between Neremann 

Gateway (road) and the historic dam on the left. 

After about 100m, veer left towards the creek on an informal path, and continue on this, with the creek 

and Karingal Drive on the left.  After about 400m, use the narrow opening next to a gate to exit onto a 

road (Ramptons Rd).  Cross over, and continue on the path with the creek (Karingal Yalloc) on the left.  

Initially gravel, the path quickly becomes an informal grassy way.  Follow this for 600m to emerge onto 

Weidlich Road.  Turn right, and use the footpath adjacent to Weidlich Rd to walk a little over 1km to 

Holy Trinity Primary School, which will be on the right.  Cross road, and diverge onto greensward, and 

follow a small watercourse.  Cross a road (Glen Catherine Dve), and continue along the grassy 

easement until a divided road is reached (St Helena Rd).  Between the school and this point is about 

1km.  

Turn left, and walk along the service road beside St Helena Rd to the traffic lights at Karingal Dve 

(about 1.5km).  Turn left, and enter Blair Reserve car park.  Walk through Blair Reserve to Weidlich 

Rd. Cross over to the path along the creek, and follow this track used on the forward journey back to 

Meruka Park. For the last section, you can use the footpath adjacent to Karingal Drive.   

Coffee at Oregon Xpress (Weidlich Rd) or Teapot Café (Eltham Library). 

about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7133257,145.1328781,16z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Oregon+Xpress/@-37.7017823,145.1305,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64903b7f7f9ff:0xfa4e8b3fe82a2190!8m2!3d-37.698971!4d145.131046?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Tea+Pot+Cafe/@-37.7172497,145.1465583,16.73z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637da5f9984c5:0xb29dee4be9a04be!8m2!3d-37.7162069!4d145.145947?hl=en
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116 E Lower Eltham Park-Petty’s Orchard  
6kms   2hrs  Mel 21 H10 
Surface = 1, steepness = 1, scenery*** 
 

Meet near the toilet block in Lower Eltham Park then follow the path that curls around Eltham Lower 

Park.  

Turn left into Homestead Rd and follow this road until you turn right towards the river.  Cross the 

bridge to join Yarra Trail, turn left and choose one of the two alternatives:   

Option 1: walk to Petty’s Orchard track 

Option 2: walk to the Mullum Mullum Creek lookout on the left 

The length of the walk using Alternative A: 7km return;  

Coffee at Teapot Café 

117  M  Fryers Gully corridor/Maroondah Aqueduct, Kangaroo Ground  
5.5kms  1:40hr   Mel 272 E11 
Tony Stutterd 

Surface = 4, steepness = 3, scenery*** 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Begins in Calwell Rd about 50m past the Maroondah Aqueduct, or about 250m from the corner of 

Henley Rd and Calwell Rd.  Parking is available on the verge on the left hand side of Calwell Rd. 

Walk down the moderately steep Calwell Rd to a point where the road veers to the right and just before 

a small bridge.  Look for an earth track coming in on the left. Turn left onto this track.  Fryers Creek, a 

small tributary of Watsons Creek will be on your right. Continue on the track for 1km.  The track is 

both narrow and informal, and could be muddy after rain.  At the end of this section of the track, a 

small bridge will be seen on the right and a moderately steep and wide path on the left.  Rather than 

cross the bridge, or go up the path, keep straight ahead.  Although there is no distinct path here, fences 

on either side act as a guide.  Proceed for about 1km. When the fence on the left turns off at an angle, 

and the area ahead is an open, sloping paddock, walk diagonally across the paddock to a fairly steep 

embankment.  Walk up this to join the Maroondah Aqueduct.  Turn right, and walk to the bridge, and 

Nicholas Lane (no sign-post).  Retrace your steps, walking past the point at which you joined the 

aqueduct. Continue on the broad management vehicle road along the north side of the aqueduct to 

walk about 2km. For the most part the road is level, but it rises and falls moderately steeply in two 

places. The aqueduct road ends at Calwell Rd.  The cars are 50m on the left.   

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground 

118* M%  Wild Dog Creek Rd/Yow Yow Creek Rd circuit, St Andrews  
6.9kms  2 hrs Mel 395 A5 
Tony Stutterd. Updated April 2020 

Surface = 3, steepness = 4, scenery*** 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences in the small parking area on Wild Dog Creek Rd, 100m from the corner of Heidelberg- 

Kinglake Rd and Wild Dog Creek Rd, St Andrews. To reach this, travel through St Andrews, passing 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7339602,145.1372899,16.19z?hl=en&authuser=0
about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Calwell+Rd+%26+Henley+Rd,+Kangaroo+Ground+VIC+3097/@-37.6907508,145.261961,15.37z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633cf3c848dd9:0xdc1bc6062d7e9ca!8m2!3d-37.6940104!4d145.260974
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
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Buttermans Track and Dinsdale Rd on the right, then Mittons Bridge Rd on the left; Wild Dog Creek 

Rd follows several hundred metres on, and on the right.                                                                                                      

Walk 1km south along Wild Dog Creek Rd. Reach a notice on the right that says: ‘To Dinsdale Rd’ and 

indicates 2 property numbers. Continue on past this into Kinglake NP. The next 500m of Wild Dog 

Creek Road is relatively flat, but steepens considerably. On this steep section, walk 300m, passing a 

private entrance on the left, and an unmarked Parks Victoria green metal gate on the right. After a 

further 100m the road levels out for 400m until a mud-brick home with extensive fruit and vegetable 

garden is reached – the home of Dave Baker-Gabb. Continue 600m on beyond this home, this time up 

a short and moderately steep rise, passing a dam with an extensive display of waterlilies, and through to 

the end of Wild Dog Creek Rd. This is a suitable place for refreshment.Retrace steps for 1.1km, first 

down the road to the house, and past this to the green metal Parks Victoria gate on the left. Turn left 

here, through the gate, up a slight rise, past a caravan on the left, and exiting on to a road through 

another PV gate (800m). You are now on Dinsdale Rd. After 200m, a T junction is reached, indicating 

a ‘No Through Road’ on the left. Turn right here, and walk 500m down this steep road, avoiding where 

possible loose gravel. Turn left at the end of Dinsdale Rd to return to the cars (a further 1km).          

Coffee at St Andrews GS 

119 M  Easement, Bellfields and Goldman Rds, Panton Hill                    
5.6 kms 1¾ hrs  Mel 264 A4/5                                                                                      
Tony Stutterd. Updated Sept 2018                                                                                                                                            

Surface 4, steepness 4                                                                                                              
Carpooling at ELT 

Commences at the T intersection of Duffs Rd and Halley Rd, located at the northern end of Halley 
Road.  
From where the cars are parked, begin to walk in an easterly direction (to the right), and almost 

immediately (about 20m) turn left to follow the boundary fence of the former Duffield Winery. You 

are now on an easement that runs for about 1km from Duffs Rd to Belfields Rd.  The owners of #100 

Belfields Rd, Eleanor and Matthew Harpantidis, lease this easement, and have given EEWG members 

permission to use it.  Initially there is a broad vehicle track which you follow (possibly some muddy 

patches after rain), but at the point where it veers left and down, you stay straight ahead, and walk 

through light undergrowth. Keep close (within about 5m) to the boundary fence on your left at all 

times, and remain on the easement.  At the top of the rise, a house and associated driveway will be seen 

on the right.  Although at this point not fenced on your right, the strip of land on which you are 

walking, and which is adjacent to the fence on the left, continues to be part of the easement.  Walk 

downhill to a grassy area.  You now have a fairly steep climb in front of you, through a pine plantation 

(8-10 minutes).  At the top, you reach a private driveway that leads on the right to the home at 100 

Bellfields Rd.  Turn left here, walk 20m, and you are on Belfields Rd.   

Make a sharp right-hand turn onto Bellfields Rd, and walk for 20 minutes to Goldmans Rd (not 

signposted).  Turn right again, and walk to the end of Goldmans Rd., passing the eastern end of Duffs 

about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Duffs+Rd+%26+Halley+Rd,+Panton+Hill+VIC+3759/@-37.632769,145.2494958,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7ccb35980813d:0x4f9510fbb22bf31!8m2!3d-37.625081!4d145.2422651


 16 

Rd at about the half-way mark.  At the T junction with Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews Rd, turn right, 

and immediately cross this main road (care needed, as it carries a substantial volume of traffic, and the 

speed limit here is 80kph).  Look for the track which runs parallel to this road but within the boundary 

of Boomers Reserve. Follow this for about 15 minutes until reaching Halley Rd, which you will see on 

the opposite side of the road. Again, cross Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews Rd. and walk along Halley 

Rd for 1.2km to return to the cars.   

Coffee at Heart and Soul (Hurstbridge)  

120 M  Pinnacle Lane, Steels Creek 
7.4kms  2 hrs  Mel 266 K1 + about 2km 
Tony Stutterd 

Surface = 2, steepness =3 
Carpooling at ELT  

To reach Pinnacle Lane, turn left off the Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd into Steels Creek Rd. Drive for about 

5 minutes along Steels Creek Rd until you reach Pinnacle Lane. Turn right, and drive about 200m to a 

point where you have sufficient space to park whilst also allowing traffic to pass. 

Walk easterly along Pinnacle Lane. This begins on level, open ground, after which the road curves and 

gently rises. There are excellent views off to the left. At the saddle, Pinnacle Hill is on the left, and an 

unnamed and less steep hill on the right. Continue along the road, now gently descending, again with 

fine views. For how far is for the group to decide. With grapevines on either side, the road eventually 

intersects with Melba Highway. The return walk is via the same route. 

Coffee at Yarrawood Winery. (Call ahead with numbers: 9730 2003) 

Note that the grapevines are at their colourful best in the first week in May.  

121 M Griffith Park and Sweeneys Flats, Eltham  
7kms  2hrs  Mel 21 G/H 10 
Updated September 2021 

Surface = 2, steepness = 4 
Park just outside and to the left of the entrance to Eltham Lower Park, alongside the miniature 

railway.  This parking area has a gravel surface, and runs parallel to Main Rd.  

The walk commences by proceeding 400m NE (ie, in the opposite direction to the roundabout) 

towards Eltham, along an asphalt path (the Diamond Creek Trail) and under the road bridge. 

Immediately turn right onto the pedestrian bridge.  

At the end of the bridge, turn hard right to walk back under the road bridge to continue to Antoinette 

Bvd. On reaching the intersection, walk straight ahead on to a service road (a No Throughrh Road) 

next to Main Rd. Walk 50m and look for a track on the right next to property #614, which leads into 

Short Cut Rd. Walk 250m 

Turn left into Lavender Park Rd, then right into Metery Rd, and walk to a T junction (700m in all). This 

is Haldane Rd. Turn left into Haldane Rd, then right into Hillcrest Av, then right into Banoon Rd. 

On reaching Griffith Park Rd, turn left, and walk 300m downhill to Griffith Park 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Heart+'n+Soul+Cafe/@-37.6377167,145.1925134,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad634f01ffd8a1d:0x832e67b04454cf03!8m2!3d-37.637721!4d145.1947021?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Pinnacle+Ln,+Victoria+3775/@-37.5940789,145.3709543,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d15746edff2d:0x9589741432a7261e!8m2!3d-37.5970079!4d145.3965118
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Veer right onto a grassy path into Griffith Park. Walk straight ahead 200m on the track, then veer left 

adjacent to the Yarra River. The path between Griffith Park and Sweeneys Flats is wide and flat at 

either end, but narrow for about 1km in between. This central section can also be quite muddy after 

rain, and requires care. Additionally, where several large trees have fallen across the path, informal 

tracks have been created around these. The distance between Griffith Park Rd and Sweeneys Lane is 

c1.6km. There are many excellent vistas across and along the Yarra in this section. 

An open grassy area just before leaving Sweeneys Flats can be a good place to stop for refreshments. 

Turn left into Sweeneys Lane. The initial 200m is steep.  

On reaching Culla Hill, which is the first road on the left, turn left. At the end of this road (300m), look 

for a path between house numbers 8 and 9. This is on the right, and is not easily distinguished from a 

neighbouring private driveway immediately on its left. Walk 400m along this path, passing the end of 

Jalna Ct on the right, to arrive at the T junction with Kent Hughes Rd. Diagonally across and to the 

right is the eastern end of Lavender Park Rd. Walk 900m along Lavender Park Rd, crossing over 

Hillcrest Av and Metery Rd to return to Short Cut Rd on the right. Walk to the end of Short Cut Rd, 

continue along the track ahead and turn left onto the service road. Walk 500m back to the cars, using 

the bridges as in the forward journey. 

Coffee at Teapot Café 

122*M Marshalls Rd to Mt Everard, Kinglake National Park   
7.2kms  2hrs  Mel 265 J1 
Tony Stutterd 

Surface = 2, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Commences from the National Park end of Marshalls Rd,, Smith Gully.  Drive through St Andrews, 

and turn right into Buttermans Track.  Marshalls Rd is 5 km from the N end of Buttermans Tk, 20m 

past Rising Vineyard.  Turn left into Marshalls Rd at the watertank, & proceed 1 km.  Do not park in 

front of the emergency access gate.  Proceed through the barrier gate, and walk straight ahead on the 

road sign-posted to Mt Everard.  After a short distance, there is a track on the right that leads to 

Watsons Creek. Continue past this for a further 3.5km; it’s a gently-inclined road. Near the highest 

point, a track on the right signals the start of Bundys Track (there is an arrow on a blackened tree).  

There is also the trunk of a large tree over the track.  After pausing here, about turn to return on the Mt 

Everard Track to the cars.    

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground 

123* M Blue Lake and Yellow Gum Park, Plenty   
5.8 kms  1¾hr Mel 10 F5   
Updated July 2020  

Surface = 4, steepness 3  
 

about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Watsons+Creek+Track,+Christmas+Hills+VIC+3775/@-37.6102757,145.3234602,16.12z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d2600e0a6fd3:0xfd424ad109284ca1!8m2!3d-37.6193754!4d145.3434745?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
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Commences at the second car park on the left off the end of Goldsworthy Lane, inside Yellow Gum 

Park, about 1 km from the corner of Goldsworthy La and River Avenue, Plenty. Note that the entrance 

to Yellow Gum Park is at a point where Goldsworthy Lane veers to the right, while the road 

immediately ahead ends at private properties. There is a toilet block close to the car park on the right. 

Note that the first car park (which is adjacent to the second) can be muddy in winter.  

Retrace steps along the road used to enter the park. Where the road forks, take the left fork in the 

direction cars use to exit the park (it is a one-way road). After about 200m, where the road turns to the 

right, there is a vehicle barrier gate on the left; go through/around this, between some placed boulders, 

and follow the track around and down to Blue Lake. Alongside the lake, there are steps on the left that 

descend to the water’s edge, and a short detour can be made here, if wished. Continue the walk around 

the lake, in an anticlockwise direction; a lookout on the left just before leaving the lake area gives views 

through the trees to the north.  

Return to the wide road, and walk uphill. It’s a moderate climb back to a T junction just before the 

toilets, which are on the left (though not visible at this point). Choose the grassy path off to the right. 

Proceed past two wooden stumps, and follow the path first down into a small gully, then up the hill, 

and then through an open grassy area. A lightly timbered, sandy area is entered via a rather indistinct 

path; over several hundred metres, the path gradually descends towards the Plenty River. The steep 

path down to the river can be muddy, the result of rain and use by mountain-bike riders, and can be 

avoided. Retrace steps, walking back towards to the top of the rise. 

There are now two choices:  

* If conditions are very wet and/or if you feel nervous looking down steep slopes, choose Option1. 

Option 1. Continue back to the T junction, located just before the toilets, using the path followed on 

the first part of the walk. To the left will be Blue Lake, and to the right the car-park. Turn right at the T 

junction to return to the cars.  

Option 2. Look for a narrow path off to the left. Turn left here. Keeping to the top of the cliff, and 

with the Plenty River below, follow this path for about 500m. The path and surrounding ground were 

once part of the river-bed of the Plenty River – now far below – and rounded stones and pebbles 

abound. The path is narrow throughout.  After 500m, the path opens out and veers to the right; after a 

further 250m, the main trail is reached at a T junction. Follow this by turning left, and walking uphill. 

At the top of the hill, turn right to return to the cars.  

Coffee at Rivers, Cielo Blue 

124 M Watery Gully and Moonlight Rds, Wattle Glen  
7.8kms  2 hrs  Mel 12 J4 
Tony Stutterd. Updated March 2014 

Surface = 3, steepness 4 
 

Commences at the corner of Wattle Glen-Kangaroo Ground Rd and Valley Rd in the small parking 

area off Valley Rd.  Turn left and walk along sealed Valley Rd to Thorns Rd; the last 200m of this is 

moderately steep. At the T junction, continue straight ahead and downhill on the now gravel section of 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Goldsworthy+Ln,+Plenty+VIC+3090/@-37.6695017,145.1117219,14.96z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6499f11fed007:0x6bfbb087cbce7430!8m2!3d-37.6689635!4d145.0987903
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Rivers+of+Yarrambat/@-37.6709839,145.1307818,12.94z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64a182ce4836d:0x3c4227e6ade8cc25!8m2!3d-37.6498359!4d145.1186389?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/+Wattle+Glen-Kangaroo+Ground+Rd+and+Valley+Rd/@-37.6687359,145.1874733,16.54z
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Valley Rd.  At the bottom of the hill, Valley Rd veers to the left. Ignore this, and instead veer to the 

right onto Moonlight Rd, walking for 1.2km.  Initially, this is a steady and again moderately steep climb 

before it levels out, and leads to another T junction. This is Flat Rock Rd.  Turn right here, and where 

possible use the informal paths on the verge, as Flat Rock Rd can be busy with traffic. Walk for 1km to 

another T junction.  Turn right into Watery Gully Rd, and look for the crushed rock path on the right 

(part of the Green Wedge Trail).  For the next 1.5km, follow this path; you will find that it changes 

from one side of the road to the other several times. Soon, you will pass Jones Rd on the left.  On 

reaching a T junction with Thorns Rd, turn right.  Watery Gully Rd will continue straight ahead, but 

you will not be following this. After a short distance walking along Thorns Rd, the next T junction will 

be Valley Rd.  Turn left here, and follow the sealed road used at the beginning of the walk down the hill 

to the parked cars.  There are toilets near the Wattle Glen General Store in Wattle Glen-Kangaroo 

Ground Rd.    

Coffee at The Tin Shed (Diamond Creek), or Nillumbik Cellars (smaller group)(Diamond Creek)  

125 E Murray Wetlands, via Edendale Farm, Eltham   
8kms 2hrs Mel 21 J5 
Modified August 2015 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1 
 

Starting at Commences from Eltham Central Park this walk is part of the Diamond Creek Trail.  Go 

under the railway bridge, veering left around the oval.  At the opposite side of the oval, exit left, 

following signs for DCT.  Follow the path, keeping the tennis courts on your left, until an exit gate.  

Turn right, and follow the trail around Diamond Street.   Cross Youth Rd, and continue on trail, 

keeping the railway car park on your right.  Cross the vehicle and pedestrian railway crossing.  Turn left, 

and follow footpath alongside Main Rd (lots of traffic) and adjacent to the railway line.  At the first 

path, veer left, and follow the path to the pedestrian crossing.  Cross the line, and turn right, the rail 

line now being on the right.  Walk along Railway Parade.  Just before reaching Wattletree Rd - a major 

road with plenty of traffic – cross Railway Pde and use the tunnel under the bridge to cross Wattletree 

Rd.  Turn left onto Gastons Rd.  The trail veers left just before Edendale Farm car park.  The trail now 

skirts around the farm, and Diamond Creek is crossed at a point close to a rear gate into the farm.  

Follow the trail, passing on the left a children’s play area and toilet block.  A little further on, the trail 

reaches a T junction.  Turn right here, past sports grounds, and a community building.  Use the bridge 

to cross the creek to the flat, swampy area (Murray Wetlands). Return at this point.    

Option: Proceed past the wetlands, and after a slight rise turns left to be parallel to the railway line.  At 

Allandale Rd (not sign-posted), cross the road alongside the railway gates, and turn left.  Once more, 

Diamond Creek is crossed at the bridge.  Turn right here.  Shortly you will see a bench seat on the left.  

This is the turning point for the walk.  Return via the same route. A shortcut can be taken just after you 

leave the railway line behind you and descend the slope.  Find a dirt track on the left.  This will take you 

into Murray Wetlands, and back to join the main trail.  Another shortcut can be taken from Diamond 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Tin+Shed/@-37.673023,145.1539951,16.25z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x82a4b62ef2e3f0a8!8m2!3d-37.6726855!4d145.1516981
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/-37.7088613,145.1265484/Eltham+Central+Park,+Eltham+VIC+3095/@-37.7155882,145.1457272,17z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x6ad637d09d610db9:0x2ecd0279f1333013!2m2!1d145.1448264!2d-37.715317
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Street: turn left into Youth Rd, and walk between the railway line and tennis courts until you reach the 

oval.  Walk around the left edge back under the railway bridge to the cars.   

Coffee at Tea Pot Café 

126 E  Five Bridges Across Darebin Creek, Ivanhoe  
6.4kms  1¾ hrs  Mel 31 D10  
Options added May 2021  

Surface = 2, steepness 2, scenery**** 
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park 
 

Commences from Sparkes Reserve, Ivanhoe.  Park near the corner of Heidelberg Rd and The 

Boulevard, either along the verge of The Boulevard, or in Turnpike Ct (there is space for about 6 cars 

in this court). 

Walk the few metres back to Heidelberg Rd, and turn right. At a point where the sight-lines are good, 

cross to the other side (with care), and walk 250m along Heidelberg Rd. Look for a path that will take 

you to an underpass which runs beneath the railway line. Use this, walk up the ramp, then turn left into 

Salisbury Ave. When this road turns sharply right it becomes Rockbeare Grove. Continue on this as it 

gradually rises to a house with the number 24. Turn left into Darebin Parklands Easement. 

At the end of the easement, the path becomes Cobb and Co Wagon Track (dating from the 1870s) and 

descends over rough ground to 4 steps and a small concrete bridge. After crossing the bridge, there are 

3 tracks: on the left along the creek, on the right also along the creek, and straight ahead. Follow the 

track straight ahead, which leads to a series of bluestone steps. Walk up the steps with care (they are 

slippery when wet). At the top of the steps, turn left, and follow the path as it continues straight, then 

back down to the creek. The path now goes under the Hurstbridge line railway bridge, crosses a second 

bridge over Darebin Creek, then via a board- walk under the bluestone Heidelberg Road bridge. 

Almost immediately, an intersection of paths is reached, with the cars visible 50m on the left. Pause 

here for a drink.                                                                                                                              

Rather than turn left towards the cars, continue straight ahead on the Darebin Trail for a further 1.2km. 

A further 3 bridges are crossed, the first 2 of which are again over Darebin Creek, and the third over 

the Yarra River. Walk to the T junction with the Main Yarra Trail. Turn left here, walk 400m to Willow 

Gve, then left again to the pavilion and toilets adjacent to Willsmere Chandler Park. Follow the earth 

path back to the Darebin Trail, turn right and retrace steps, again crossing 3 bridges, and passing 

Alphington Grammar grounds on the left. On reaching Sparkes Reserve, turn right to return to the 

cars.                                                                                                                                                 

Coffee at the café on the corner of Marshall St and Lower Heidelberg Rd 

128 M  Pecks Dam and Old Eltham Rd, Montmorency  
8kms  2¼hrs  Mel 21 J5 
Surface = 1, steepness = 3 
 

Meet at Eltham Central Park, go under the trestle bridge and park on the left hand side of the oval.  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Tea+Pot+Cafe/@-37.7153705,145.1459417,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637da5f9984c5:0xb29dee4be9a04be!8m2!3d-37.7162069!4d145.145947?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/dir/''/Lower+Eltham+Park,+Eltham+VIC+3095/@-37.7344346,145.1362561,15.98z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x6ad637fcecb4effb:0xdfb9374000858956!2m2!1d145.1410324!2d-37.7342355
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7787774,145.036666,16.65z?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/-37.7088613,145.1265484/Eltham+Central+Park,+Eltham+VIC+3095/@-37.7155882,145.1457272,17z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x6ad637d09d610db9:0x2ecd0279f1333013!2m2!1d145.1448264!2d-37.715317
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From the Library, take the gravel path leading away from the Library.  After a few metres, this will join 

a bitumen path beside Diamond Creek.  Continue along this and cross the creek at the 2nd pedestrian 

bridge (or at the pedestrian bridge after walking under the road bridge).  Continue along this path.  

Turn right onto Brougham St, and walk to the end (higher end).  Turn left into Bolton St for a few 

metres, and cross the road to Napier St.  Walk to the end of Napier St, then up the dirt path on the left.  

Observe Pecks Dam.  Walk half way round it, and join the bitumen path.  Turn left.  Walk between the 

homes to arrive at Grand Boulevard.  Cross the road and turn left.  Watch for an easement on the right, 

and walk down it to arrive at Belmont Cres.  Turn left, and walk to the end.  Cross the road at Olympic 

Ave, and walk up through Olympic Ave Reserve.  At Buena Vista Dve, turn left, then at the 

roundabout turn right onto Grand Boulevard.  Walk to the end of Grand Boulevard and cross Main 

Rd. Walk up Panorama Ave to the end.  Turn left onto Old Eltham Rd.  Walk along a narrow dirt path.  

When it disappears on one side of the road, the path is on the other side.  At the end, turn left and walk 

down the steep Bolton St. to the lights.  Cross Main Rd and turn right.  Continue along Main Rd 

turning towards Eltham.  At Falkner St turn left.  When a faint path into Barak Reserve appears on the 

right, take it, and turn left.  Continue along it, then along Bell St past Eltham High School.  At the 

corner (Withers Way), leave the road, and walk down a path on the right leading past Eltham Leisure 

Centre.  Cross Brougham St.  Walk past the first pedestrian bridge and cross at the second (on the 

right, just before the road bridge).  Walk to the trestle bridge.  The cars are across the grass on the right. 

Coffee at Teapot Café 

 
129*M Jehoshaphat Gully, Kinglake  
7kms  2¼ hrs   Mel X910 P 12 
Tony Stutterd. Updated December 2020 

Surface = 4, steepness 3, scenery**** 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Commences in a cleared area close to a gate into the National Park opposite the northern end of 

Cooksons Track. To reach this, follow the Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd (C746) through St Andrews, then 

11km from the St Andrews CFA to a large colourful sign on the right that welcomes visitors to 

Murrindindi Shire, and the parking area.  At about the 9.5km mark, you will pass Old Kinglake Rd on 

the right with a large water-tank in the car-park, and the Southern end of Cooksons Track on the left. 

Proceed a further 1.5 km along a much less winding section of Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd; there is a low 

wire fence on the right side of this section of the road.  Cars can be parked along the road near the NP 

gate, and up a side-road to the left of the NP gate. The township of Kinglake is a further 2km along the 

road.  If you reach this, you have gone past the starting point. 

The walk:  Follow the Mt Jerusalem Track for 0.5 km.  Turn left at the sign pointing to the Jehosaphat 

Picnic Area. This track is known as the Shelley Harris Track, though the signpost indicting the name of 

the track has been removed. Shelley Harris was a former ranger for the park. Whilst this is a formed 

track, some erosion is evident, and there is a considerable amount of overhanging vegetation. Care is 

needed after rain, as the track is sloping on places. 

about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
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After walking 2.5km, there are 2 tracks; follow Laver’s Track on the right for 500m to the picnic area. 

With seats, tables, a BBQ, shelter and toilets, this is an ideal place for refreshment.  

To return to the cars, follow the same track in reverse.   

Coffee at St Andrews GS 

130*M Bunjil Reserve Circuit South, Panton Hill  
5.9kms  1¾hrs    Mel 272 A1 
Tony Stutterd. Updated December 2017 

Surface = 3, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Commences at the corner of Rodger Rd and Alma Rd, Panton Hill.  Walk along Rodger Rd, first down 

a moderate slope, and then up a similar slope. Caution is needed to avoid slipping, as the road is 

narrow, and the camber very marked.  On reaching Lawrence Rd on the right, there is a gate just visible 

also off to the right, that provides one of several access points to Bunjil Reserve.  Pass this.  The route 

will take the fourth entrance to the Reserve. At the top of the road, Rodger Rd veers left; on the right is 

a second more substantial entrance to the Reserve. Continue past this, and also past a third entrance.  

Continue to house #106 Rodger Rd on the left and to a fourth entrance gate into the Reserve on the 

right. Go through the gate, and rather than follow the gravel path falling away moderately steeply 

straight ahead, turn right, and take the narrow path running parallel to Rodger Rd. Follow this to a T 

junction. Turn right here, and walk on a path with a gently rising gradient to a gate and open area that 

was passed on the forward journey. Remain in the Reserve, and walk straight ahead for 4 or 5 minutes 

on the informal path to a circle of seats on the right.  This is a good place to stop for a break, as it is 

about the half-way mark. 

The path now descends steeply, via a series of steps. At the bottom of the steps, pass through what is 

known by its Old-English name as a kissing-gate. A path will be seen coming in on the left and right. 

Turn right here, and cross Long Gully Creek; this is usually easy, as the creek normally has little water 

in it. The path now passes between a number of mine shafts, but after a short distance emerges onto 

Long Gully Rd – a wide gravel road, carrying minimal traffic. Turn right here, and walk past Turnung 

Rd on the left.  Cross a bridge over the creek, then follow the road as it climbs steadily for 500m. Turn 

right into Alma Rd (not sign-posted), and where possible use the footpaths (the Green Wedge Trail) on 

either side of the road for 1 km to return to the cars. 

Note: If unable to cross Long Gully Creek, retrace steps to the gate at the bottom of the steps. Rather 

than follow the steps back to Rodger Rd, continue straight ahead, up a moderately steep path. 

Eventually this will bring you to a T junction. Continue straight ahead, to emerge at the second gate 

that provides access to and egress from the Reserve.  You have now completed a circuit. Exit the 

Reserve, turn left onto unmarked Rodger Rd, and walk back to the cars.   

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground 

 
 

about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
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132* M Breakneck Road and Mellings Lookout Car shuffle 
5.6km  1¾hrs   Mel 266 J11  
 Kaye McRae. Updated Sept 2022 

Surface = 4, steepness = 5 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Commences at the corner of Yarra Glen Rd and Glenview Rd, Yarra Glen opposite the cemetery. 

There is ample off-road parking.  From here, a car shuffle will be organised, with some cars going to 

the corner of Skyline Rd North and Mt Wise /Osborne Rds Yarra Glen (Mel 266 F9). Those cars 

parking here need to ensure that residents have access to their cars and properties at all times.  

Begin the walk by facing South, ie with Mt Wise Rd on the left and Osborne Rd on the right. Walk 

along the verge on the right hand (W) side of Skyline Rd N. Walk first up then down Skyline Rd North 

for 1km. When the gradient levels out, look for a signpost on the right: Mellings Road, and a notice 

pointing out that is a private road. Turn right here, and walk to an open grassy area, with extensive 

views to Melbourne’s CBD). EEWG have long-term permission to use the access tracks and road from 

Paul Mellings (tel 0422 865 307), and do not need to phone each time. Retrace steps along the road, 

and continue along this until Skyline Rd N is reached. Turn right here, and walk downhill for 300m to 

the main Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. Turn right here.  Cross this busy, 80 kph road at any point that seems 

safe to do so. After walking 150m, Skyline Rd Soith is reached on the left.  Turn left here, and walk 

uphill for 200m.   

Turn left into Breakneck Rd.  It is now downhill all the way for  1km, steeply so in the middle section. 

Use either the extensive grassy verge or the road itself.  At the start, you will see several houses on the 

left, so there may be the occasional car, but once through a Parks Vic gate (or on the verge to the right 

of the road) there is no vehicle traffic until you reach the bottom of the hill.  From the verge on the 

right, there are very fine views over the Yarra Valley river flats and beyond.  Stop along the fence-line 

here for a drink and refreshment. 

Many walkers may find it is preferable to walk on the very wide verge, as the scree on the road can be 

slippery. As well, there are very fine views over the Maroondah Aqueduct from the fence-line. Near the 

bottom of Breakneck Road, the road turns to the right. 250m beyond this, the Maroondah Aqueduct is 

crossed, then a further 150m Glenview Rd.  Here, Breakneck Road changes its name to King St. Turn 

left here, and use the almost level footpath along the East side of Glenview Rd for 1.1km to return to 

the cars. Before returning to the Eltham area, cars used in the shuffle will need to be picked up. 

Coffee at Yarra Glen Café, Delicious, or Kangaroo Ground Store  

133 M Heckers Hill/Maroondah Aqueduct, Kangaroo Ground  
6.8 km  2hrs Mel 271 JK8 
Tony Stutterd. Updated December 2020 

Surface = 3, steepness 4 
Note that this walk can be muddy in winter, especially at the lowest point of the horse trail.  
 
Commences at Kangaroo Ground Cemetery.  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham-Yarra+Glen+Rd+%26+Glenview+Rd,+Yarra+Glen+VIC+3775/@-37.6499867,145.3637444,14.83z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d319b4a3a489:0xad31c1022d2292e8!8m2!3d-37.6468748!4d145.3679926?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+Public+Cemetery,+Kangaroo+Ground+VIC+3097/@-37.6843273,145.2306122,15.37z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633f27dcd1281:0x28d6f68724791a4a!8m2!3d-37.6817536!4d145.236624
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Follow Cemetery Rd back to the point where it meets Kangaroo Ground-Yarra Glen Rd. Turn left, and 

walk along the verge for 100 or so metres. Cross this busy road – with care! – at the point where a 

horse trail meets the verge of the road. A notice indicating the presence of horses is a good indicator 

that you are close to the crossing point. Follow the horse trail, which will be on your right and up a 

slight rise. It’s a grassy easement which has a steep descent – then gradual rise; the lowest point is 

sometimes muddy. After walking along the horse trail, turn right into Nicholas La (unmarked), and 

walk 500m. Turn left into Heckers Hill La, and walk 700m on the road (the adjacent trail has a very 

uneven surface). At the vehicle turning circle, turn left through gate and onto a fenced easement, 

proceeding initially up, then downhill. Veer right at the bottom of the hill, and cross the culvert at 

Fryers Gully (unmarked). Ignore the wide and clearly visible track ahead, and instead immediately turn 

right up onto a grassy track adjacent to the stream; this is located in a wide easement, with private land 

on the left. The stream will be on your right, and below. Walk for 800m to a point where the fence 

makes a 90º angle to the left. Turn left here, and walk on an untracked route up the moderate slope 

either by following the fence line, or by walking diagonally across the open grassy land. A green 

corrugated iron shed is on the left near the top of the rise.  The last few metres are a scramble up 

rubble from when a path was constructed alongside the aqueduct over a century ago. The Maroondah 

Aqueduct will now be in front of you. Turn right onto the formed aqueduct path, and walk 600m until 

you come to an open barrier gate at Nicholas Lane.  

This is a good place to stop for refreshment.  There are two options at this point:  

Option 1  Continue along the aqueduct path, after passing through another barrier gate on the other 

side of Nicholas La (unmarked). When the aqueduct goes underground, continue along the wide grassy 

easement uphill (moderately steep). You will see a house on your right just before reaching Henley Rd 

(unmarked). Cross the road onto the formal path, and follow it to Kangaroo Ground-Yarra Glen Rd 

(unmarked). Cross onto the verge, and turn right to return to the cars (800m) at KG Cemetery. 

Option 2  Turn left over a small  brick bridge (road closed to vehicle traffic) and walk uphill 500m to 

Henley Rd. Turn right along Henley Rd, and walk on the verge for 1.5km to re-join Kangaroo Ground-

Yarra Glen Rd. Cross onto the verge, turn right and walk 800m to return to cars at the KG Cemetery 

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground GS 
 
134*M Oatlands Road: Plenty Gorge Parklands  
5.5kms  1¾  Mel 10 K 5/6 
Tony Stutterd. Updated March 2022 

Surface = 4, steepness = 4, scenery**** 
 
Commences at the corner of Oatland and Mackelroy Rds, Plenty.  

Enter the Parklands via a gate, and follow the eroded Fire Road from Marker A down to a 30m section 

of bluestone screenings. Walk across the screenings, or via an informal track just to the right.  A private 

property is passed on the left. At Marker B at the top of a rise, veer left, rather than continue around to 

the right. There will be 2 fences on the left marking the NW boundary of the private property. At this 

point, it can be difficult to discern easily the track you now need. It is not the broad track that generally 

about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Oatland+Rd+%26+Mackelroy+Rd,+Plenty+VIC+3090/@-37.6772136,145.1169585,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6499648a6df69:0x52f33b2750597145!8m2!3d-37.6730538!4d145.1078902
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follows the western boundary of the private property; on some maps this is known as the Port Lane 

Descent. Instead, the one you need is the less obvious sandy track that veers right and heads down into 

low scrub and bushes.  This too is a Fire Road. 

On reaching marker C (which at the time of writing has been damaged such that only the lower part of 

the letter is visible), the track has become an old road, and is wide and sandy. The road swings right and 

narrows to a single-file walking track. Walk down this track to an intersection of tracks. This is possibly 

marker D, but not obvious. Rather than continue straight ahead, turn left down a steep track for 30m 

to the bottom of a gully. Cross the gully via a small bridge. At this point, there is a very steep track up 

immediately ahead, and a gently rising track on the left.   Take the track on the left, which runs parallel 

to the gully. It rises and falls gently for about 200m, then turns right and rises steeply for about 75m. 

On reaching the top, you are on a knoll that overlooks Plenty River. Pause here for very fine views.   

Follow the broad vehicle track along the ridge, noting the Plenty River Gorge on your left. Marker E, 

on the left, is reached after about 300m. Continue up the wide track to a junction and Marker F. Turn 

right here, and walk to G, the latter part through thick scrub. Ahead and to the right is an open grassy 

zone. Walking immediately ahead will take you to Blue Lake. Instead, at this junction turn right to 

follow the marker direction across the grassy area to find a vehicle track some 200m away leading into 

the bush. A farm on private property is on your left. Follow this old vehicle track in a straight line 

through light timber. Marker H, easily missed, is on the right, but is not followed as it descends a steep 

and narrow track, and rises very steeply up the other side of a gully. Instead, follow what is now a track 

clearly used by cyclists and passes through light timber. A private property will be seen through the 

scrub on the left. The track meanders through scrub, and then partly cleared land on the right. A very 

large water-tank is ahead at one of the highest points in this part of the Parklands. 

Look for a broad corridor of open land heading down and in a South-easterly direction. There will be 

an old wire fence on the right. Follow the broad track through this corridor. It will cross the eroded 

road used at the beginning of the walk - the road with the bluestone screenings. Continue to the end of 

the corridor, which will be the corner of Valley View Ct and Oatland Rd. Staying within the Parkland, 

turn sharply left to walk back to the gate onto to Mackleroy Rd ,and the cars. 

135*M  Rob Roy Track, Smiths Gully   
6.4kms  1¾ hrs Mel 265 A11   
Kaye McRae and Tony Stutterd. Updated December 2020 

Surface = 3, steepness = 4  
Carpooling at ELT  
 
Note: With the proliferation of bike tracks between the top of the Rob Roy Circuit and Clintons Rd, this walk is simpler 

if taken in the opposite direction. It is also less steep on the way up. 

Starts in Clintons Rd,, very close to the corner of Clintons Rd and Kangaroo Ground-Yarra Glen Rd. 

If you reach the Sugarloaf Dam turn-off, you have gone a few metres too far. After turning into 

Clintons Rd there is a small parking bay on the left.  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Eltham-Yarra+Glen+Rd+%26+Clintons+Rd,+Christmas+Hills+VIC+3775/@-37.6567325,145.2578057,13z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad632c5e53ffe4d:0x9f15ba35c0306e43!8m2!3d-37.6506712!4d145.2860919
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Cross Clintons Rd, and walk east for about 500m along the informal track parallel to the main road. 

Note that at about the half-way mark, you are very close to the main road, and need to head down the 

embankment to re-join the informal track. You will use a ford to cross a stream (Watsons Creek), and 

then follow the narrow path for about 100m to meet up with the main Happy Valley /One Tree Hill 

path. Veer left here, and walk along the wide management vehicle road. Ignore a well-made track 

veering off to the right. At about the 1km mark, there is a track entering from the left; ignore this, 

because it will take you back to Watsons Creek. Instead, continue on for a further half kilometre, 

passing an area on the right fenced off for revegetation.  

On reaching an informal track coming in from the left and just as the gradient of the management 

vehicle road is increasing, turn left. Follow this track, and almost immediately cross Happy Valley 

Creek. A track will be seen entering from the right. Pass this, and then start the moderately steep climb 

to the top of the Rob Roy Hill Climb. The track you are following is now a mountain-bike track, so 

frequently twists and turns.  

You can turn off this when you reach a set of grey wooden saplings that have been configured into a 

crisscross pattern; take the right fork, which is less clearly defined, but also broader than the bike track. 

After 5 minutes of walking on this broader path, you will meet up with the bike track. Turn right here, 

and follow the path to the top of the rise. This also coincides with the end of the Rob Roy Hill Climb, 

distinguished by the many used car tyres 

Turn left here, initially on a broad path.  Again, instead of following the bike path, veer right on a less 

defined path (actually the original path from Clintons Rd. This sometimes has a log across it, no doubt 

to guide the bike riders. The gradient is less steep than on the route already taken to the top of the Hill 

Climb. Keep to the less defined path where possible, though the bike path will in the main bring you to 

the same destination, albeit via a longer, more sinuous route. A T intersection with a small pile of 

Besser bricks to the left, will be reached.  

Go right. After (roughly) a couple of hundred metres the path swings right with a less-clearly defined 

path going straight ahead. Go right, ignoring the minor path, and make a gradual descent to Clintons 

Road. Note that there are a number of fallen trees across the path, but these are easily negotiated. Go 

through the gate onto Clintons Road (no sign-post here), turn left, and in 10 minutes you will be back 

to the cars.  

Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, not Mondays) or Kangaroo Ground 

 
136 E Moonee Ponds Creek Trail/Jacana Reserve, Westmeadows (heading west)  
7.3kms  1½ hrs  Mel 6 D8  
Tony Stutterd. Updated October 2019  

Surface = 1, steepness = 1, scenery ***  
This walk is somewhat exposed in nature.  
Carpooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre 

 
Commences at the Jacana Reserve car-park, off Lorraine Cres, Jacana, and takes in Moonee Ponds 

Creek West. There are 2 points at which Lorraine Cres branches off Johnstone St (this is Camp Rd up 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Jacana+Reserve/@-37.691495,144.9018354,14.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad65a43406c8b4d:0xf04567605316290!8m2!3d-37.6832647!4d144.9040706?hl=en-GB
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to the Pascoe Vale Rd Bridge). Take the second of these branches, if coming from Sydney Rd. If you 

inadvertently take the first, eventually it will bring you around to the Jacana Oval. 

Walk around or cross the oval at Jacana Reserve, looking for a footbridge across Moonee Ponds Creek.  

Turn right onto the sealed bicycle path to walk for the most part in a westerly direction along the south 

bank of the creek.  After about 1200m, you will pass under a road bridge (Broadmeadows Rd). A 

further 1km brings you to the Fawkner St Bridge.  Walk up to Fawkner Rd, and cross over; to the left, 

there will be shops on either side of the road. Continue to follow the creek, using Grundy St and Bent 

St to reach Mickleham Rd.  Walk under the Mickleham Rd Bridge, and pick up the footpath along the 

creek. Continue along this path for about 600m to Wright St.  You have now reached the starting point 

of Walk 141 /69M.  Return to the cars via the creek.  

Coffee at Westmeadows Bakery (Mayflower). Fawkner St, Westmeadows 

137 M Bob’s Wetland/Glynns Rd, North Warrandyte  
7kms 2hrs Mel 22 J9 
Ann Murphy 

Surface = 4, steepness = 4 
 

Commences from a parking bay close to the eastern end of Laughing Waters Rd.  From Eltham, access 

is via Mt Pleasant, Reynolds (for 300m) and Laughing Waters Rds.  

Walk around a gate that is the entrance to 195 Laughing Waters Rd, and then up the moderately steep 

driveway.  Note that in spite of the sign this is actually Council land; stay on or to the right of the 

driveway. With a house and car-port on the left, turn right off the driveway onto a faint track adjacent 

to a water-tank.  After a short distance, pass under a single-strand wire which is located at about head-

height. Continue straight ahead on a barely-visible grassy track.  You will reach a locked gate, but it is 

easy to go around this.  Cross the farm road, and with a substantial fence immediately on the right 

continue straight ahead. When the fence makes a right-angled turn, continue straight on: the path more 

or less meanders through lightly timbered terrain.  When a substantial gravel road is reached, turn left, 

and walk to a padlocked gate and high wire fence. Turn right here, and walk parallel and close to the 

fence.  After about 100m, a hole in the fence can be used to exit the Parks Victoria land so as to walk 

along a road (the Eastern end of Overbank Rd), or you can simply continue walking inside the fence in 

shady conditions to a point where the fence runs out. If you choose the former option, you will reach a 

T junction where Glynns Rd enters from both the left and right. Turn right here, and walk to the 

Southern end of Glynns Rd.  If you choose to stay inside the fence, turn left when the fence runs out 

and walk a few metres through trees to Glynns Rd (not signposted at this point). Turn right, and walk 

to the Southern end of Glynns Rd. On the left, the land falls away very steeply to the Yarra River. A 

padlocked gate across the road is the point where you again reach PV land. Walk around the gate, 

picking up the road again, and walking down the moderate gradient to river level. The road traverses a 

level stretch of open ground for about 200m to a point which is directly opposite the Pound Bend 

Tunnel and canoe launching ramp. Pause here for a drink. 

Continue on this grassy path as it follows the river, now making a large loop.  Note the spectacular 

https://www.google.com/search?q=westmeadows%20bakery&rlz=1C1SQJL_enAU883AU883&oq=Westmeadows+Bakery&aqs=chrome.0.0j46j0l3.3351j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&sxsrf=ALeKk03p_ZB6cnXBCyB75RTl6RuCoOziAQ:1601861537357&npsic=0&rflfq=1&rlha=0&rllag=-37682514,144901447,1582&tbm=lcl&rldimm=3034751562091152119&lqi=ChJ3ZXN0bWVhZG93cyBiYWtlcnlaHAoGYmFrZXJ5IhJ3ZXN0bWVhZG93cyBiYWtlcnk&phdesc=saBU5_kplN8&ved=2ahUKEwjfh6efp5zsAhUnxzgGHR-FA6gQvS4wAHoECAsQMA&rldoc=1&tbs=lrf:!1m4!1u3!2m2!3m1!1e1!1m4!1u2!2m2!2m1!1e1!1m4!1u16!2m2!16m1!1e1!1m4!1u16!2m2!16m1!1e2!2m1!1e2!2m1!1e16!2m1!1e3!3sIAE,lf:1,lf_ui:9&rlst=f#rlfi=hd:;si:;mv:[[-37.67215889847408,144.90369250266122],[-37.68243362157964,144.87974574057625],null,[-37.67729643789101,144.89171912161873],16]
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/195+Laughing+Waters+Rd,+Eltham+VIC+3095/@-37.7256968,145.1795468,15.37z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63705b298b209:0xf26ce100169ef5d8!8m2!3d-37.727738!4d145.1893098?hl=en
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tilted sandstone bedding that form cliffs on the opposite side of the river. You will pass two billabongs 

on your right. At this point, you should now either turn right to head NE across open country to rejoin 

the road that leads down to the river, or walk along a disused boardwalk, and then up the grassy slopes 

to rejoin the road; there is no path across the grass, but it is fairly clear the general direction to head 

upwards. From here, retrace your steps along Glynns Rd.  Look for the point where the high fence 

ends, and cross into the PV land.  Note you will enter PV land to the right of a private driveway. Walk 

past the hole in the fence to the road inside the PV land.  Turn left here, and walk down the steep 

gravel road. At the bottom, you go through a PV gate and enter Laughing Waters Rd. Caitlin’s Retreat 

is on your left. After a short distance you are back to the cars.   

 
138* M  Henry’s Track, Smiths Gully  
5km 1:50 Mel 265 J2 and J3 
Tony Stutterd. Updated October 2020 

Surface = 4, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences at the corner of Buttermans Track and 5 Mile Creek TrackTo reach this point, drive through 

St Andrews, and turn right into Buttermans Track.  Initially sealed, Buttermans Track has a gravel 

surface in the vicinity of ‘The Rising’ vineyard on your left. Marshalls Rd is also on the left, and has a 

water-tank on one corner.  Continue for just under 1km, and look for the start of the 5 Mile Creek 

Track on your right. There is a sign, but it is about 25m off the road.  You can park off-road here if the 

weather has been dry.  Do not attempt to park in the parking bay if it is raining, or there has been rain 

in recent days. The area can be very muddy, and it is easy to become bogged.  Under these conditions, 

park on the roadside.  A gate leads into the Warrandyte-Kinglake Conservation Reserve and the 5 Mile 

Creek Track. 

To commence the walk, go through the gate, and proceed up the moderately steep Five Mile Creek 

Track, passing Roberts Rd on your left.  When the gradient levels out, veer slightly to the right.  Tuan 

Track will be seen coming in from the left.  After a further 150m, you reach a gate leading to Rifle 

Range Rd on the left, and Henry’s Track (not marked at this junction) rising slightly to the right. 

Turn right onto the clearly-defined Henry’s Track and walk its 1km length. Over the last 250m, it falls 

away steeply towards Buttermans Track.  Exit onto Buttermans Track at a property with the number 

460.  Cross the road, to join Marshalls Rd on the opposite side.  Walk the half kilometre length of 

Marshalls Rd to a small car park and two gates that lead into Kinglake National Park.  Ignore the one in 

front of you. The gate to the right is the one you want. It will take you onto what is marked on maps as 

Stu’s Track.  Follow this as it gently ascends and rather more steeply descends, noting the fine views in 

most directions.  On reaching a broad cleared swathe (this is a Gas Pipeline, though there are no 

indications of this in the immediate area), veer left following the Pipeline cleared area. Walk South 

along the cleared Gas Pipeline ‘easement’ until a very steep descent is reached. Turn right here, rather 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6182491,145.3193003,15.15z?hl=en
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than continue along the gas pipeline, and after 100m along a management vehicle road, exit onto 

Buttermans track. Use the verge for part of the way to return to the cars.         

Coffee at St Andrews GS 

 

139 M  Karingal Drive and Creek and Ryan’s Road, Eltham North   
5.5kms  1½hrs  Mel 21 J5 
Tony Stutterd. Updated July 2020 

Surface = 1, steepness 4 
 

Commences from Eltham Central Park. 

Cross Alistair Knox Park (opposite the Library), and turn left onto the path alongside Diamond Creek. 

Before reaching the vehicle bridge ahead of you, turn right onto a small bridge that crosses Diamond 

Creek. Use this bridge to head up the path, then across the grassy hillocks towards Bunnings Store. 

Walk along Brisbane St for a short distance, crossing Silver St on the way.  Continue down, with a 

power sub-station on the right. Just past the sub-station, veer right and look for steps that lead up 

towards buildings.  At the top of the steps, emerge into a motor-repair complex, and a service station.  

Walk through the service station and turn right onto Sherbourne Road. Continue past the Fort Knox 

storage facility, under the railway viaduct, and then turn right into Meruka Dve.  After crossing the 

vehicle bridge, veer left up a road through cypress trees to a child-care centre on the left.  Cross a small 

fence and proceed straight ahead (there is no path here) to join Gleneagle Way.  Turn left here, and just 

before busy Karingal Dve, turn right onto Nerreman Gateway to pick up a track which parallels 

Karingal Creek, rather than walk up the steep road on the right.  When the path adjacent to Karingal 

Creek reaches Ramptons Rd and 2 buildings abutting Karingal Dve, cross the road, and enter a small 

reserve.  Continue to follow the creek to Weidlich Rd.  

Turn right into Weidlich Rd (you will see a bus shelter here), and at the roundabout turn right into 

Progress Rd.  Proceed east along Progress Rd.  After 500m, look for a bus-stop and some wooden 

steps on the right; go up the steps and follow the track to join Snowball Rd.  Turn left into Manning 

Rd, and then after 30m turn right onto a sealed path.  Follow the path down, briefly level, then up. 

Ignore the paths coming in both from left and right. Stay on the sealed path that goes up and into 

Marrakai Ct. At the end of the court, turn right into Laurison Rd.  This eventually leads to a T junction 

with Ryans Rd. (there is a letterbox on the left).  Turn right here and walk down the steep road to a 

roundabout.  

 Cross Ryans Rd at this roundabout (with care, as the road is often busy) and turn left into unsealed 

Kerrie Cres. Cross Silver St at a further roundabout, and continue down Diamond St past CLC 

(school).  Cross the single-lane bridge at Diamond Creek, then immediately cross Diamond St to enter 

Andrew Park on the right. Follow the path around the oval, with the creek on your right. Stay on the 

path, and walk around the oval at Central Eltham Park. Continue under the trestle railway bridge so as 

return to the cars parked opposite Eltham Central Park..       

Coffee at Teapot Café 

about:blank
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/-37.7088613,145.1265484/Eltham+Central+Park,+Eltham+VIC+3095/@-37.7155882,145.1457272,17z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x6ad637d09d610db9:0x2ecd0279f1333013!2m2!1d145.1448264!2d-37.715317
about:blank
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140 M Valley, Silvan, Flat Rock Rds, Heather Ave, Wattle Glen   
7.6kms  1¾hrs  Mel 271 A3 
Tony Stutterd. Reviewed July 2020 

Surface = 2, steepness = 4 
 

Commences at corner of Valley and Moonlight Rds. Limited parking, so it may be necessary to park in 

nearby roads.  

Walk north along Valley Rd (the level stretch of road; not the steeply uphill section). At a 3-way 

junction, Silvan Rd comes in from the left.  Continue by veering slightly to the right along what has 

now become Silvan Rd.  At the top of the hill, turn left into Flat Rock Rd.  After 300m, turn right into 

Hoebergin La (first 50m very steep, but the verge on the left is grass-covered), and then after 250m left 

into Schaeffer Rd (not sign-posted).  Schaeffer Rd is mostly level for the first 800m, but when the road 

makes a 90 degree turn left, it rises gently for about 600m.  At the T junction, turn left once more into 

Flat Rock Rd.  After 200m, a T junction with Heather Ave is reached. Here, there are 2 options, the 

first involving 2 moderately steep sections, and one gently sloping: 

• Turn right into Heather Ave, walking down then up a moderately steep slope (in total about 800m) to 

the top of a hill and a T intersection.  Dewar Rd is on the right, and Heather Ave continues on the left.  

Turn left.  You now walk downhill for about 2.5km, along the way Heather Ave joining up with Bailey 

Gully Rd.  At its end, turn left into Silvan Rd and walk to the 3-way junction past on the forward 

journey. Finally, turn right into Valley Rd. for the last 500m dash to the cars.  Length: 8.6 km.  

• Easy option: Continue along Flat Rock Rd, passing Hoebergin Rd on the left.  Walk to Silvan Rd, 

turn right, and walk to the 3-way junction, first seen on the forward journey 

Coffee at Nillumbik Cellars or Tin Shed. 

141 M  Back Paddock (eastern side), Woodlands Historic Park, Greenvale   
7.3kms 2hrs Mel 5 G6 
Tony Stutterd. Updated August 2015 

Surface = 2, steepness = 3 
Carpooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre 
 

Commences from the end of Wright St (a No-Through Road) in Westmeadows.  Access this either via 

Western Ave (first road off Mickleham Rd, 750m after you leave the Tullamarine Freeway), or Bamford 

Ave (a road located on the left a short distance beyond the roundabout linking Mickleham Rd with 

Broadmeadows Rd /Johnstone St, Westmeadows). 

The Melway reference for the roundabout is Map 5 K8. 

Leave the cars and walk through the gate into The Tarnuk Reserve. Continue straight ahead on an 

informal grassy path, more or less following the fence line on the left.  Within a few minutes, this joins 

the main path.   On the left, is a group of Boobialla (Myoporum insulare) trees, and an informal path.  

Ignore this latter path, and instead use the bridge to cross Moonee Ponds Creek. Continue on the path, 

crossing open terrain, then go through a gate. Veer right up a rise to pass a small lake (part of an old 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/corner+of+Valley+and+Moonlight+Rds/@-37.6652998,145.2021457,15.37z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Nillumbik+Cellars/@-37.6740528,145.1508696,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63608559e71a3:0x7725f4a6f0a5b8c4!8m2!3d-37.6724324!4d145.1511792?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Wright+St,+Westmeadows+VIC+3049/@-37.674896,144.8769994,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad65989da9f7a2b:0x1b6e3d7d385a9488!8m2!3d-37.6771162!4d144.8723496?hl=en


 31 

quarry) and through another gate. Walk through a tunnel of disused concrete, and immediately veer 

right.  You are now at the SE corner of the Back Paddock of Woodlands Park.  A gate in the high 

animal fence provides access to the park.  Ignore this, remaining outside the park, and walk so as to 

have the high fence on your left.  You are using an old vehicle track, shaded in summer, but muddy in 

parts in the wetter months. After 850m, a T junction is reached.  The track coming in on the right is an 

easement, fenced on either side.  Turn right here, and follow the gentle undulations for a further 850m.  

Cars from the Police Motor Driving School may be seen on your right. At a point where a track comes 

in on the left, take this (straight ahead leads to Mickleham Rd).  The track now climbs steadily again for 

about 850m, initially with the back yards of private properties on your right. At a point where the track 

divides, veer left (straight ahead, you may see the remnants of an old homestead). When large boulders 

are on your right, you are close to the summit of Gellibrand Hill.   

Here you have the option of turning right to cross the boulders to reach the summit, or of 

continuing straight ahead and slightly downward for about 500m to a T junction.  Whichever 

the choice, there are excellent views over Melbourne Airport.  If you decide to walk to Gellibrand Hill, 

follow a narrow, informal path, such that the radio tower is on your right, and walk to the T junction 

referred to above.  

Immediately ahead is a park boundary.  Instead of walking along the boundary, go through the gate on 

your left (there is a map board close to the gate), and walk another 50m to a further animal fence.  Turn 

left here, and gradually descend off the side of Gellibrand Hill. After 1 km. you will have completed a 

circuit of the Eastern section of Back Paddock.  Continue straight ahead on the old vehicle track 

followed earlier. Walk 850m, and look for the tunnel/pipe used to enter the park.  It is on your left, but 

partly concealed.  The path immediately in front of you continues around the perimeter of Back 

Paddock; don’t follow this. Walk back to Moonee Ponds Creek, and after about 20m, veer right along 

the informal track that will return you to the cars.  If you miss the turn after the creek, it isn’t a 

problem, as the path will take you to a T junction, where you will turn right.    

Coffee at Homestead or bakery near Mickleham pub 
  

142* ML Clifford Park to Jumping Creek, Warrandyte State Park  
8.4kms 2hrs  Mel 24 A9/10 
Joy Hick. Updated July 2017  

Surface = 4, steepness = 4 
Bring lunch 
Carpooling at ELT  
 
This walk requires a car shuffle. Drive to the Jumping Creek Reserve (Mel 24 A9/10) to leave some 

cars here. Then transfer all walkers to Clifford Park (Mel 24 J6), travelling via Jumping Creek Rd, 

Dudley Rd and Fulford Rd. 

 

The walk commences at the gate of the Clifford Park Scout Activity Centre, at the end of Clifford Dve, 

Wonga Park. There is limited parking space here.  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
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Walk through the gate into the Park. The road immediately ahead and down leads to the Scout base. 

Ignore this road, and instead turn left. Almost immediately, walk through a second barrier gate, and 

after 100m a third barrier gate. You are now entering Warrandyte State Park.  Veer right onto Market 

Garden Track.  When the track (actually a broad management vehicle road) divides, veer right onto a 

broad dirt road. This is called both Market Garden Track and Bridle Trail.  Continue on this, passing an 

unmarked track to the Scout Centre on the right.  At the base of a long incline, a group of bay trees 

(which have shiny dark leaves) is on the right; a very short detour around these and on the right 

provides a view of rapids on the Yarra River, near Bend of Isles.  Near the bay trees is an open area, 

and the track (Bridle Trail) now skirts this, up a gentle incline. The open area will be on your right, and 

quickly gives way to scrub. Just beyond this, there are very good views of the Yarra River on the right. 

The trail becomes badly eroded as the gradient increases. At the top of the rise is a good spot for a 

short break.   

Continue on for about half a km, down a moderately steep slope. Towards the bottom of the incline 

are excellent views of the Yarra River. The track now curves round to the left towards the private 

property Stane Brae. Instead of following the track, veer right across an open grassy area for about 

200m. The area you are now entering was once part of the large Stane Brae property; Parks Victoria 

now manages this lan. There is no track here. As you approach a wooded area close to the river, look 

for an informal track leading into the undergrowth. After a short distance, a wire fence is across the 

track. Either go around this by walking a few metres to your left, or climb between the wires (easily 

accomplished). Continue along the informal track for about 3.5km; this is located close to the river at 

all times. It is narrow and sloping in places, and can be muddy after rain, so care needed. In several 

places, the track dips into small gullies; the sides of these are steep, but no more than a 10-20 metres in 

length in each case. The track emerges onto open grassy ground, with two buildings ahead; these are an 

old diary and shed. There are a couple of tables and a large log located under a massive oak tree, so this 

is a suitable place for lunch. 

Alongside the old buildings is the Stane Brae Track. Post-lunch, join this to walk up the gently sloping 

hill, or continue across the grass and past the oak tree to join this Stane Brae Track. After reaching the 

crest, the track dips for about 100m to reconnect with Blue Tongue Bend Track, which comes in from 

the right and left. Turn left, and follow this, initially down, passing the 2 entrances to a Nature Trail on 

the left.  At a point where the road rises moderately steeply, there is a side road on the right. Follow the 

latter to return to the cars. Some drivers will now return to Clifford Park to collect their cars. 

143*E  Sugarloaf North, Christmas Hills  
6.6 kms   2hrs   Mel 273 B2    

Surface 2, steepness 1    

Carpooling at ELT    

 

Commences at the Ridge car park. After passing through the entrance gate on Simpson Rd, drive about 

300m to the Ridge Picnic Ground notice, turn left, and park about 250m further on, near the toilet 
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block on the left. Head down to the dam wall and walk across the spillway towards Saddle Dam car 

park/picnic ground – turn and return to the cars when ready. Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, 

not Mondays, not milkshakes) or Kangaroo Ground GS  

 
144 E* Four Winds, Steels Creek  
4.7 kms 1¾ hrs Mel 266 G3  
Surface = 2, Steepness = 2   
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Begins from a small parking bay almost at the end of Skyline Rd North. The parking area is on the left 

side, just beyond two homes and a distinct left turn in the road. If you have reached the ‘Four Winds’ 

property, you have gone 200m too far. Simply walk back along the road using all the low roads towards 

or until Mt Wise/Osborne Roads are reached – turn when ready and walk back to cars.  

Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, not Mondays, not milkshakes) or Kangaroo Ground GS 

145* M  Clintons Rd, Motschalls Track & Rob Roy, Panton Hill   
7.8kms  2hrs  Mel 264 E9 
Tony Stutterd 

Surface = 3, steepness = 3 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences from the corner of Motschalls, Broad Acres and Long Gully Rds, alongside a large water-

tank.  Park in the cleared area. Walk 1km along Motschalls Rd to a point where a crushed rock track 

and small bridge enter from the left (keep your eye out for it, as it is down a small slope).  This is a 

section of the Green Wedge Trail.  Turn left here, and follow the Trail for about 1.2km.  Initially it 

hugs a fence on the left, then, after a right turn, rises steadily. At the driveway to a property (at 290 

Clinton Rd), cross over, and follow the continuation of the path (now narrower) for about 300m.  

Running adjacent to this path, on the right, is Clintons Rd.   A very short stretch of track off to the 

right provides access to Clintons Rd, or you can continue until the track merges with the road. If you 

choose the former, cross Clintons Rd (with care – sight-lines are poor here), and walk along the road in 

front of you, which is Rob Roy Rd, for about 1 km. If the latter, turn right onto Clintons Rd and walk 

back for a short distance to Rob Roy Rd.  Turn left into Rob Roy Rd and walk up this road for 1km 

almost to its end (there is a sealed driveway on your left leading to a two-storey house). This is an 

appropriate point to admire the view (Melbourne CBD is in the distance).  

Retrace your steps to Clinton Rd.  Turn right here and look for the continuation of the Trail along the 

verge of Clintons Rd.  Follow this for about 600m, noting the St Andrews Pony Club on the left.  At a 

T junction, the footpath ends; Clintons Rd veers left, with Spanish Gully Rd continuing straight ahead.  

At this point, turn left to follow sealed Clintons Rd for about 500m, then turn left onto the gravel 

surfaced Broad Acres Rd to proceed a further 2.4km to the end of this road, so as to return to the cars. 

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground GS 

 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Broad+Acres+Rd+%26+Long+Gully+Rd,+Panton+Hill+VIC+3759/@-37.6409351,145.2531157,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6332fc1e8f205:0xbdd84d470e3abd36!8m2!3d-37.6399913!4d145.2601346?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
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146*M Cassells Rd/New Rd circuit, Research  
6.6kms   1¾hrs  Mel 22 J1 
Tony Stutterd  

Surface = 3, steepness 5 
 

Commences from the corner of Cassells Rd, Crest Rd and Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd Research.  Park in 

Cassells Rd. Walk towards Kangaroo Ground along the verge adjacent to Eltham -Yarra Glen Rd.  

Eltham College will be on the right on the other side of the road.  Continue for about 1.4km, passing 

the Eltham College Hospitality Centre and what used to be the Evelyn County Estate along the way. 

Look for a row of cypress trees on the left. This marks the New Rd easement, which is otherwise 

unmarked at this end.  

From Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd, turn left here, down a steep grassy bank into the easement. Walk 

alongside the cypress trees until reaching a clearly defined road; continue on this, walking about 700m 

in all from Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd.  At the T junction of New Rd and Donaldson Rd, turn left onto a 

sealed road. Where possible, walk on the verge. The sealed road continues for about 1.3km.  Close to 

the point where the road surface is gravel, the road name changes from Donaldson to Allandale Rd.  

The next 400m section is comparatively flat and straight.  A series of sheds (part of a chicken farm) and 

an open entrance will be passed on the left.  Perhaps pause here for a drink stop. 

Shortly after this, the gradient of Allandale Rd changes dramatically: first steeply down, then less steeply 

up.  This section is about 1km in length. At the top, turn left here into Ingrams Rd, again walking on 

the verge where possible.  Pass Margaret Rd on the right, and a little further on the Slovenian Club on 

the left.  After 900m, Cassells Rd is on the left; the sign is partly concealed by a tree on the right. Turn 

left into unsealed Cassells Rd, passing a water tower on the left.  The cars will be reached about 900m 

from the Ingrams Rd turn-off. 

Coffee at Shillinglaw, Tea Pot 

147 M Montmorency easements, Were St and Rattray Rd, Briar Hill  
8.5kms  2¾ hrs  Mel 21 J5 
Modified November 2015, updated April 2020 

Surface = 1, steepness 4 
 
Meet at the Eltham Central Park Commences from the trestle railway bridge close to the Eltham 

Library. Walk into the Alistair Knox Reserve on the S side of the trestle bridge and join the bitumen 

path adjacent to the creek.  Continue under the road bridge, walk beside the rugby oval, and turn right 

at the foot bridge across Diamond Creek.  Turn left and walk along the path to Brougham St.  Turn 

right, and walk to the T junction at Bolton St, crossing Susan St along the way. Turn right, cross Bolton 

St (considerable care needed) then left into Pedersen Way.  At the end of Pedersen Way, follow a path 

into the reserve.  Just before the signboard, turn left, and walk half way around Peck’s Dam, then down 

a steep mound to take you through to Napier Crescent (not signposted).  Walk 300m, then follow one 

of the following alternatives: 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Cassells+Rd+%26+Eltham-Yarra+Glen+Rd,+Research+VIC+3095/@-37.700429,145.1882892,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6368d9389dd17:0x144eaa789f4c1e8d!8m2!3d-37.6993933!4d145.1917505
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Tea+Pot+Cafe/@-37.7153705,145.1459417,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637da5f9984c5:0xb29dee4be9a04be!8m2!3d-37.7162069!4d145.145947?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Library/@-37.7172527,145.1466043,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637da65ae81eb:0x8c5997c604188061!8m2!3d-37.7162654!4d145.1460769?hl=en&authuser=0


 35 

Option 1:  At Kirwanna Reserve turn right, and walk to Kirwanna Grove.  Turn left.  A further 200m 

on, turn right to enter an easement.  Walk along this to Buena Vista Dve. 

Option 2:  At Kirwanna Reserve, which will be on the right, continue along Napier St for a further 50 

or so metres to an easement also on the right.  Turn right into this easement, and walk through to 

Kirwanna Gr (not signposted).  Cross the end of this street and continue straight ahead into the 

easement in front of you, and walk to Buena Vista Dve. 

Walk left for 100m into Reichelt Ave, and across the road into Sackville Reserve, then through to 

Sackville St (not signposted).  Look across the end of this road for a path between houses (not easy to 

see!), and which will lead down to Cressy St. At the end of the easement, turn right.  After 300m along 

Cressy St, turn right into Quinn Way, then left into Sackville St.  About 70m along Sackville St look for 

a path occupying an easement (again, not obvious) on the right.  Walk up this steep path between 

houses to Reichelt Ave, then turn left.  Walk about 350m along Reichelt Ave, passing McCarthy Gv on 

the left. Cross Grand Boulevard, then Buena Vista Dve, (at roundabout) and continue along Reichelt 

Ave to Wooded Way.  Turn left, walk to the end of this road (about 250m), and then through a small 

reserve.  Turn right into Looker Rd.  At the end of Looker Rd, turn left, pass Mountain View Rd on 

the right, and continue on to Were St. Turn right here, and find a café for coffee and refreshments. 

After coffee, turn right, and walk to the end of Were St. Turn right, and walk 250m. Cross Mountain 

View Rd, and enter Petrie Park immediately ahead. Pass the Montmorency Bowling Club on the right, 

and the toilets on the left. At the end of the Park cross into Roberts Rd ahead. At Allens Rd, turn right 

and walk to the end. Veer left to enter Rattray Reserve. At Rattray Rd (no sign-post), cross the road and 

turn left, and walk to its end. There is a path on the right side of the road, but not on the left. Cross 

busy Sherbourne Rd at the roundabout, turn right, pass the Fort Knox buildings, then a service station 

and fast food outlet to the roundabout and into Bridge St. Cross Silver St at the lights, and pass 

Bunnings to the Susan St roundabout. 

Cross the road and turn left.  Walk past the skate park then right into Alistair Knox Park. Walk 

diagonally across this reserve until a bitumen path is reached.  Follow this to the creek.  Use the 

footbridge to cross the creek, turn left, and return to the cars. 

 

148*M Skyline Road: ‘Four Winds’ to Brennans Rd, Steels Creek  
8.5kms  2hrs Mel 266 G3 
Tony Stutterd. Update May 2020 

Surface = 3, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences from a small parking bay almost at the end of Skyline Rd North.  The parking area is on 

the left side, just beyond two homes and a distinct left turn in the road.  If you have reached the ‘Four 

Winds’ property, you have gone 200m too far.  ‘Four Winds’ is at 266 G3 on the Melway map. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6198734,145.3574529,17z
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Begin by walking to the end of Skyline Road.  Go through the gate that leads to ‘Four Winds’. Of the 3 

roads, take the second – an earth road that is almost immediately ahead.  After about half a kilometre, 

the track reaches an intersection, with a steep track coming in from the right, and continuing to the left 

downwards.  Cross this, and continue on, eventually meeting a track coming in on the right.  Veer left, 

and continue on for some 2 km.  A fence will be on your right for much of the walk.  Eventually 

Brennans Rd is reached. Although no longer signed (the sign was destroyed in the 2009 fires), Brennans 

Rd enters from the right, and falls away very steeply.  This is the point at which to turn back.  On the 

return walk, watch carefully for the track that heads off to the right; take this. The track that is straight 

ahead, and leads upwards, goes to the ‘Four Winds’ private property, and off-limits to walkers.  Return 

to the cars.   

Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, not Mondays, not milkshakes) or Kangaroo Ground GS. 

149*E Sugarloaf Reservoir South, Christmas Hills   
6+kms 1¾hrs  Mel 273 E8 
Surface 2, steepness 2, scenery *** 
Carpooling at ELT 
 
Commences at the Saddle Dam car park. Drive about 4 km from the entrance gate via the spillway. 

Park at Saddle Dam Picnic Area, located on the left. There are toilets here. Walk back across the 

spillway to Ridge car park and return to cars when ready.  

 
150*M Hunts Lane, Steels Creek  
6.8 kms  1¾hrs Mel 266 K1 (plus 3km north) 
Tony Stutterd. Updated August 2021 

Surface = 2, steepness 3 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences at the corner of Steels Creek Rd and Hunts Lane, approx. 3km North beyond Mel 266 K1.  

To reach Hunts Lane, turn left off the Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd into Steels Creek Rd.  Drive for about 8 

minutes along Steels Creek Rd.  At about this stage, you will pass Old Kinglake Rd veering off to the 

left.  The bridge that crosses Jehosaphat Creek is just beyond this road, as is Hunts Lane, which will be 

on the right.  Park opposite the tennis courts, or on the verge on either side of Hunts Lane.  

Walk along Hunts Lane to what will be clearly the highest point on the road.  Here, on the left and 

right, are gates and tracks leading into private properties, for which permission to enter has not been 

granted.   

After a short break, about turn*, and walk about 1km to a point where it is suitable to stop for 

refreshment; the area close to the entrance to a vineyard might be such a place.  

Continue along Hunts Lane to the cars. As this is a short walk to this point, it is suggested that rather 

than conclude the walk at this stage, turn right into Steels Creek Rd, and walk 500m to Lawrence Lane. 

Turn left into this No Through Road, and walk 300m up the steady moderate gradient of this broad 

gravel road. At the turning circle, pause to admire the view. Walk back down Lawrence Lane, then turn 

right to walk 500m to return to the cars parked in Hunts Lane. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Dark+Horse+Cafe,+Wine+%26+Produce/@-37.6729457,145.2515322,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633a72763e44b:0x9e72702027e24b11!8m2!3d-37.6699085!4d145.2544871?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6744347,145.3068812,13.73z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Hunts+Ln+%26+Steels+Creek+Rd,+Steels+Creek+VIC+3775/@-37.6097559,145.3790884,12.21z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d16ae83b699d:0x803db5435a940e79!8m2!3d-37.5787802!4d145.3787246?hl=en
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Option:, very fit walkers may like to continue along Hunts Lane to the Melba Highway. After a short 

break, they would then need to retrace their steps to return to the cars. Note that the section 

immediately beyond the highest point of Hunts Lane is very steep. As such, the surface for this section 

is rated at 3, and the steepness at 5. 

Coffee at Yarrawood Winery (call ahead with numbers: 9730 2003), , or at Kangaroo Ground Store 

151* M Sugarloaf Reservoir, northern section, Christmas Hills   
7.5 kms  2hrs Mel 273 B2  
Surface = 3, steepness = 3 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences at the Ridge car park.  After passing through the entrance gate on Simpson Rd, drive 

about 300m to the Ridge Picnic Ground notice, turn left, and park about 250m further on, near the 

toilet block on the left.  Walk along the road, past the BBQ shelter on the left, veer right across grass 

and look for a gate close to Ridge Rd (the latter on your left).  Follow the track for about 2 km that lies 

between Ridge Rd and the reservoir to the Sugarloaf Sailing Club.  Look for the orange triangle 

markers.  Walk a further 2 km or thereabouts to the foot of a moderate grade hill.  Return via the same 

route.   

Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, not Mondays, not milkshakes) or Kangaroo Ground. 

152* M Sugarloaf Reservoir, southern section, Christmas Hills   
7.1 kms 2hrs Mel 273 E8 
Updated November 2019  

Surface = 3, steepness = 3 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences from Saddle Dam car park.. Drive about 4 km from the entrance gate via the spillway.  

Park at Saddle Dam Picnic Area, located on the left.  There are toilets here. Walk to the road, then turn 

left.  After 100m, and having crossed a small bridge, the Chris Phillips Walking Track is on the left.  

Follow this, initially using a made path along the south shore of the reservoir, then follow the orange 

triangles across the lower slopes of Mt Graham.  There isn’t a made path for this section, but the 

sizeable kangaroo population keeps the grass short, and the route followed by previous walkers is a 

good guide. Cross an old road coming in on the right that goes down to the water’s edge and to 

reservoir buildings. There are no orange triangles at this crucial stage, but look for the faint path on the 

other side of the road, and follow this initially indistinct track around the shores of the reservoir. Keep 

reasonably close to the banks of the reservoir in those areas where triangles are seemingly few and far 

between.  How far you walk around the reservoir will depend of the time available.  Covering a distance 

of about 3.5km from the start of the walk will provide excellent views across the reservoir, as well as a 

range of vegetation types.  

Return via the same route.  The triangles are more clearly evident on the return journey.    

Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, not Mondays, not milkshakes) or Kangaroo Ground 

 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Yarrawood+Estate/@-37.6334799,145.3860115,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d387055703f9:0x24e78f65aa5262!8m2!3d-37.634575!4d145.396547?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6600771,145.2849051,14.54z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Dark+Horse+Cafe,+Wine+%26+Produce/@-37.6729457,145.2515322,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633a72763e44b:0x9e72702027e24b11!8m2!3d-37.6699085!4d145.2544871?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
mailto:ann_kennedy52@yahoo.com.au
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6744347,145.3068812,13.73z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Dark+Horse+Cafe,+Wine+%26+Produce/@-37.6729457,145.2515322,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633a72763e44b:0x9e72702027e24b11!8m2!3d-37.6699085!4d145.2544871?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
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153 E Circumnavigation of Yarra Glen  
DISTANCE Mel 274 K1/2 
Surface = 1, steepness = 2 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Start the walk from the Yarra Glen IGA carpark Walk along the Melba Highway to the Eltham-Yarra 

Glen Rd. then turn left here and head for Glenview Rd. Turn left into Glenview and follow this to 

King St., which will take you back to the Melba Highway. Cross the Highway here and then turn right 

and cross the Healesville-Yarra Glen Rd. and the old railway line. Take the disused road that leads into 

the Yarra Flats billabongs. Walk along here with the billabongs on your right and eventually (about 

three quarters of the way along) you will see a path into the billabongs. Follow this to return to the 

bridge.  Cross the Healesville-Yarra Glen Rd. to Armstrong Grove and follow this back to the Melba 

Highway or go directly back down the Melba Highway from the roundabout.   

Coffee at Yarra Glen Café, Delicious, or Kangaroo Ground Store 

154 E Mullum Mullum Creek Linear Trail: Tindals Rd and Beyond  
6½ kms 1¾ hrs Mel 34 J9/10 
Updated February 2019 

Surface 1, steepness 2  

Carpooling at ELT  
 

Commences at the car park on the north-west side of Tindals Rd, and adjacent to the roundabout, 

(Raymond Elliot Ct intersection), and the Mullum Mullum Trail. 

Walk down Tindals Rd for 200m in the direction of Springvale Rd to Baradine Tce. Cross Tindals Rd, 

and look for the path that leads to the continuation of the Mullum Mullum Creek Trail.  The trail is on 

the Western side of the creek, so the creek will be on your left.  This 2km section of the trail, 

completed in 2015, traverses farming country, with many fine eucalyptus trees, lightly-timbered forest, 

and pasture land.  It is flat in all but the final section, where it rises over a distance of 150m to join Park 

Rd.  (Mel 49 A1). 

To the right of the intersection of Conos Ct and Park Rd is a marked crossing place where you can 

cross Park Rd. Caution is needed, as visibility is restricted in both directions. Turn left, and walk down 

the path adjacent to Park Rd. Just beyond where the road makes a 90 degree turn, cross the bridge over 

the creek, and look for a barrier gate on your right leading into an open area.  The 1.3km section 

between Park Rd and Head St, known as the ’Whitefriars Stretch’ is the ‘missing link’ in a trail that on 

completion sometime between April and June 2017 will join with the path above the Melba /Eastlink 

tunnel. Several footbridges and broadwalks are being constructed and installed in early 2017 on the 

West side of the creek. 

At this point, about turn, and turn left over the bridge, and follow Park Rd round the bend and up the 

moderate gradient to a point opposite Conos Ct. Cross the road to Conos Ct, and pick up the trail used 

for the forward journey, to return to the cars.   

Coffee 13 Rows, Aumanns Produce 150 Harris-Gully Road, Warrandyte  

mailto:ann_kennedy52@yahoo.com.au
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Yarra+Glen+VIC+3775/@-37.6582818,145.3756044,16.79z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d33b49292393:0x5045675218ccf80!8m2!3d-37.648889!4d145.371944?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Yarra+Glen+Cafe/@-37.6594079,145.3716363,15.6z/data=!4m8!1m2!2m1!1sYarra+Glen+Caf%C3%A9!3m4!1s0x6ad7d33bd82018bf:0x866fc94b3f19d1f8!8m2!3d-37.6581715!4d145.3750784?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/tindalls+rd-+raymond+elliott/@-37.7766868,145.1900037,17z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Aumanns+At+Warrandyte/@-37.7651238,145.1894287,14.83z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad639dec7050267:0xce720f47027d7dc!8m2!3d-37.7642103!4d145.199536?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Aumanns+At+Warrandyte/@-37.7651238,145.1894287,14.83z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad639dec7050267:0xce720f47027d7dc!8m2!3d-37.7642103!4d145.199536?hl=en&authuser=0
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155*M Fourth Hill/Gold Heritage walk, Warrandyte State Park, Warrandyte 
5¾kms    2hrs  Mel 23 F11/12 
Updated July 2020 

Surface = 4, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences at the riverside car park which is close to the roundabout and vehicular bridge over the 

Yarra. To access this, turn left immediately after the bridge and roundabout, and before the toilet /bus 

shelter. Walk west towards, then under, the bridge. 

Follow the main Yarra Trail to the West (downstream) beside the river until Stiggants Reserve is 

reached. There are toilets here. Continue past Stiggants St, and walk to Taroona Reserve. Turn left at 

Everard Dve. At the end of Everard Dve, turn right into Yarra St, and walk to Harris Gully Rd. Cross 

Yarra St, and walk along Harris Gully Rd. Turn left into Gold Memorial Rd, which follows Andersons 

Creek. Walk into car park. Cross shallow Andersons Creek at the ford. 200m after fording the creek, 

turn left along what is sometimes referred to as the Gold Heritage Walk; a wooden sign indicates the 

narrow path. As the track rises, numerous sites linked to mining are passed. 

Close to a fenced-off mine shaft, the track divides, one branch continuing on ahead, and a second 

turning sharply to the right. Take the latter. The track eventually levels out, and when a T intersection is 

reached, you are near the top of Fourth Hill. Turn left on to a bridle trail, then right, walking past 

Fourth Hill summit. Take Watermans Track on the left, and follow it until Brackenbury St is reached. 

Turn left, then right into Anderson St. 

Cross Yarra St, turn right, and walk back to the cars. Note that the many tracks near the top of Fourth 

Hill mean that providing directions is approximate at best. All the tracks North of Fourth Hill lead 

downhill towards Warrandyte township. 

The directions given here will bring you out of Warrandyte SP to the west of the township. Other 

tracks will most probably emerge onto Whipstick Gully Track, at which point you should turn left to 

bring you into the township. Cross the main road, walk down a path to the Yarra River, and turn right 

to return to the cars. 

Coffee at Food For All Seasons 

156 M Yandell Reserve, Apollo Parkways/Partingtons Flat, Greensborough  
6.5kms 1¾ hrs Mel 21 A1 
Tony Stutterd. Revised 2013 

Surface = 3, steepness = 4 

 
Commences at the Andrew Yandell Habitat near the corner of Community Drive & St Helena Rd, 

Greensborough.  Proceed north past the pre-school.  Initially the track proceeds straight ahead, then 

veers left.  At a T junction, turn right.  From the end of the track turn right onto the bitumen (at this 

point, the name of the street isn’t evident), and after about 100m, look for a footpath on the left.  Take 

this path.  This leads to a road, which you now follow. At the first road on the right, turn right.  This is 

Hebden St (the sign is concealed behind branches).  On reaching a T junction with Greenhills Rd, turn 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Warrandyte+VIC+3113/@-37.7368815,145.2226176,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63739ba0e76ab:0x5045675218cd3e0!8m2!3d-37.738!4d145.223
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6990161,145.1116469,17z
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left, and proceed to a major divided road.  This is Diamond Creek Rd.           

Cross Diamond Creek Rd (traffic travelling at 70kph on right, 80kph on left), and look for the footpath 

that runs between the houses and Greensborough Bypass.  Turn left on to this path, and continue on 

this as it runs parallel to the bypass.  Pass the footbridge over the Bypass coming in on the right, and 

proceed straight ahead, ie passing the path on the left.  At the next concrete footpath coming in on the 

left, turn left.  Walk along this path, cross under Plenty River Dve, and follow the path as it veers to the 

right. You will reach a point where the sealed path leads steeply downhill on the right, and a gravel path 

can be seen slightly to the left. Both overlook Partingtons Flat.  Veer left here onto the gravel, rather 

than heading down the concrete path.  The gravel path wends downwards, initially with houses on the 

left, and views over sports ovals on the right.  When a path enters from the right, turn right here.  A 

small gap in the fence and several steps (partly concealed) enter from the right a little further down the 

hill.  Turn right through the gap, and walk down the steps.  At the bottom of the steps, turn right, and 

walk around and above the sports oval (the oval will be on your left).  At the end of this path, cross the 

ford on the left alongside the footbridge.  Turn right into Yando St, and look for the gravel path just 

beyond the car-parking spaces on the right hand side of the road. As the path peters out, cross the 

Yando St, and walk to the lake a little above you on the left. Walk around the lake, passing a toilet block 

on the way (these are usually open).  Cross a foot-bridge, and eventually return to Yando St and to the 

car parking area at a point where the street makes a 90 degree turn.                                                      

At the end of Yando St, cross into Whatmough Park (immediately ahead).  Walk around the perimeter, 

then cross the swing bridge.  Walk towards the Living and Learning Centre, again around a sports oval. 

Cross Diamond Creek Rd at the lights, and proceed up St Helena Rd.  Two-thirds of the way up, either 

take the dirt track and steps on the left, or simply continue up and along St Helena Rd to return to the 

cars.                                                                                                                                                        

Coffee at Oregon Xpress (Weidlich Rd)  

157 M* Panton Hill Winery/Manuka Road, Panton Hill                                                                
7.5kms  1¾hrs  Mel 263 K9                                                                                                     
Tony Stutterd                                                                                                                                                 
 Surface = 3, Steepness = 4                                                                                                                
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences at the roundabout where Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews Rd meets Church Rd and Rodger 

Rd. Park in Church Rd on the verge next to the Telstra Exchange, and opposite the St Matthews 

Church extension.  

From the roundabout, use the sealed path to walk 300m back towards Kangaroo Ground.   Three 

roads meet at this point. Take the unsealed narrow road on the right, which is Manuka Drive.  There is 

sign pointing to the Panton Hill Winery.  Walk about 1.2km to the gates at the entrance of the winery, 

and look for a faint track alongside the gate. Use this track to walk 400m to a slight rise of a few metres 

and a dam. Water lilies which are in bloom in late summer /early autumn cover the Northern edge of 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Oregon+Xpress/@-37.7017823,145.1305,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64903b7f7f9ff:0xfa4e8b3fe82a2190!8m2!3d-37.698971!4d145.131046?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Church+Rd,+Panton+Hill+VIC+3759/@-37.6459442,145.2320636,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6335850fc5e3f:0x879228fe7beac5cd!8m2!3d-37.6318396!4d145.2325844
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the dam. Use the grass verge alongside the earth road to walk 300m to 2 adjacent gates. A vineyard will 

be on your left. Keep to the right, close to the fence-line: this area is a road easement, and thus can be 

used by anyone. Use the unlocked smaller gate to access the Western end of Manuka Rd.  Walk 250m 

to a T junction. This is Cherry Tree Rd (no signpost).  Turn right here, and again use the verge to walk 

750m to Mills Rd. Turn right. 

A sign indicates Mills Rd is a No Through Rd; however, an easement allows walkers to walk its length. 

At the 500m point, the road drops quite steeply to a culvert covering a small creek, then rises again.  

After passing a dam on the right, Caroline Cres enters from the left (a further 300m).  This is probably 

a suitable place to stop for refreshment and a drink. What was an extensive plantation of apple trees 

through most of the twentieth century is also on your right.  

Continue for a further150m to the sealed Gosford Rd. Turn right here, and where possible use the 

verge on either side of the road to walk its length (about 1.8km).  Gosfield Rd carries some through 

traffic, so care needed.  The gradient for the most part is gentle. At the end of Gosfield Rd, turn right 

into Church Rd, and again use the road verge to walk about 1.5km to return to the cars. 

Note that much of this walk is in shade, so can be undertaken year round. 

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground GS 
 

158 E  Maroondah Aqueduct to Allandale Rd  
8.6kms 2hrs Mel 22 H1  
Surface = 1, steepness = 2, scenery** 
 

Starts at Eltham Performing Arts Centre car park (ELT), Main Rd, Research.   Turn left up the road, 

with the Industrial Zone on your left.  Turn left at the barrier gate onto an asphalt path, with the now 

disused Maroondah Aqueduct on right.  Cross Ingrams Rd. and continue straight ahead on the path.  A 

steep incline upwards takes you Margaret St.  Turn right at the cyclone fence, then almost immediately 

left back onto the Aqueduct path.  Cross Allandale Rd, and continue to the end, noting along the way 

where the aqueduct went underground and cattle underpass.  Return via the same route. 

Alternative return route:   If the following variation is followed, the walk has a grade of M. 

Begin the return using the path taken on the forward journey. Walk to Afton St. You will know when 

you reach this, because immediately before there is a steep incline. Turn right, then almost immediately 

left, and a steep downward slope. At the base of this incline, the path veers to the left. On the right, is 

an open grassy easement.  Follow this, walking downhill for about 300m. There will be houses on 

either side of the easement. Cross Maroong Dr, then walk up the grassy easement. This will bring you 

to the intersection of Maroong Dr and Ingrams Rd. Cross Ingrams Rd, and continue along the 

easement until the Industrial Zone is reached. Turn right at the road, to return to the cars. 

Coffee at Café Z, Research  

 
 
 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com/maps/@-37.700707,145.1860042,17z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Cafe+Z/@-37.703968,145.1775513,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63658c56c6ded:0x54ad76d04f98286!8m2!3d-37.703968!4d145.17974?hl=en&authuser=0
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159* ML Mt Everard, Bundy’s Track, Old Kinglake Rd, Kinglake NP, Kinglake   
11kms  Mel X 910 P12 or Page 10 N2   
Updated October 2014   

Surface = 4, steepness = 5  
Carpooling at ELT 

Bring lunch for this walk.   
Note that the best time to do this walk in mid-October, when the flowering plants are at their most 
spectacular. 
Commences from the car park at the corner of Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd and Old Kinglake Rd 

(Mountain Rush Junction) 

 

Travel to St Andrews. Past St Andrews, drive along the Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd for c9km, initially 

passing Buttermans Track, then Wild Dog Creek Rd on the right. For the next 10 minutes, you will be 

travelling along a narrow, winding section. With no obvious signs, you will reach Cookson Track on the 

left, and a small car park and water tank on the right.  This is the corner of Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd and 

Old Kinglake Rd (named Mountain Rush Junction) – an intersection that is easily missed.   If you find 

that you have reached the wire fence bordering the road on your right, you have just gone past the car 

park you need. Do a U-turn, about a kilometre further on. The walk commences from this small car-

park with the water-tank. 

At this point, the group needs to decide in which direction it would like to do the walk.  As described 

below, there is a fairly steep descent on the Bundy’s Track section, followed by a long gradual ascent 

back to the cars. In the opposite direction, there is a steep ascent up Bundy’s Track, followed by a 

predominantly downhill return to the cars. 

From the car park, walk through the Kinglake National Park fence, and for approximately the next 

hour follow the wide management-vehicle road.  Most of this is a gradual ascent to Mt Everard. Note 

that it may well be muddy after rain. At the point where there are sign-posts and a track is coming in 

from the left, turn left. Immediately on your left, there is a narrow track marked with a silver (once 

orange) arrow on a tree. This is the original Bundy’s Track route.  Alternately, looking straight ahead, 

you will see a steel structure which once supported a series of information boards and seats (destroyed 

by the 2009 fires). This is the new Bundy’s Track route. The narrow track descends very slowly; the 

wide track initially rises gently, then drops quite steeply. 

Follow either of these paths for 12-15 minutes. At the point where the paths join up, you will see 2 

blackened posts (a signpost prior to the 2009 fires). Veer left here, if you followed the narrow path; 

otherwise continue straight ahead.  After 20 minutes of walking up and down fairly gentle gradients, a 

small cairn and a small open area will be seen on the left.  Continue straight ahead on the path. From 

here for the next 20 minutes, you will be on a moderate to steep descent to Old Kinglake Road.   

Old Kinglake Road is open to vehicle traffic on your right, but a gate across it at this point indicates 

this is now for management vehicles and walkers only.  Turn left here, and for the next hour the route 

is along this gently rising road.  It takes you back to the cars.         

 

https://www.google.com/maps/@-37.700707,145.1860042,17z
https://goo.gl/maps/JHjeimrY1dFLNMq38
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160 E  Banksia and Warringal Parks, Heidelberg  
8.3kms  1¾ hrs Mel 32 C4 
Surface = 1, steepness = 1 
This walk is somewhat exposed in nature.  
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park 
                                                                                                                                                 

Commences in Warringal Park next to the toilets.  Park in the car-park adjacent to the toilet block on 

the east side of Beverley Rd.  If this is your first time doing this walk, allow a bit of time to find the 

meeting spot, as the toilet block isn’t easily seen from Beverley Rd.  

Follow the Main Yarra Trail, which at this point is for a short distance unsealed, and head towards the 

Heidelberg shops. Turn left over a small bridge, walk a short distance to Banksia St, veering left, and  

past  ‘The Greenery’ plant nursery.  Take the first turn down under bridge, veer right and up again to 

Banksia Street (now on the South side).  Turn right where another path enters, up a slight rise, and onto 

a path along very busy Banksia St. Turn right, and cross the bridge.  On reaching another nursery just 

beyond the eastern end of the bridge, take the first path sharply right.  Walk down to the river and turn 

right.   

Enter Banksia Park after walking under the bridge and veer left.  From here on, it is difficult to give 

precise instructions, as there are many possible paths to follow. 

Walking on a sealed path, keep to the left and fairly close to the river until arriving at a toilet block.  

Continue in the same direction along the road for a short distance.  Cross a section of grass on the path 

and turn left.  Walk around the dog playground, and veer right. Look for a gate on your left that will 

give you access to the Heide Galleries and Grounds.   Walk into and around the Cottage Garden 

developed by Sunday Reid in the 1940s, then leave by the opposite gate and admire the folly. Turn left 

to walk through part of the Heide grounds.  Among the many sculptures, is a set of cows constructed 

from galvanised iron. Veer left and exit Heide. After crossing the road, follow the path to the left (the 

toilets will now be on your right).  Leave Banksia Park, following the path to take you back under the 

Banksia Rd bridge.  Return to the cars, using the same route in reverse direction.    

Coffee at Four Leaves (Greville Rd).  

161* ML  Cooksons Hill Track, Mt Jerusalem Track, Old Kinglake Rd, Kinglake NP, Kinglake  
About 13kms   Page 10 N2  and X910 P12 (recent editions) 
Surface = 4, steepness = 5 
Carpooling at ELT 
Bring lunch for this walk 
 

Commences from the car park at the corner of Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd and Old Kinglake Rd, 

Mountain Rush Junction            

Travel to St Andrews. Past St Andrews, drive along the Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd for c9km, initially 

passing Buttermans Track, then Wild Dog Creek Rd on the right. For the next 10 minutes, you will be 

travelling along a narrow, winding section. With no obvious signs, you will reach Cookson Track on the 

left, and a small car park and water tank on the right.  This is the corner of Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd and 

Old Kinglake Rd (named Mountain Rush Junction) – an intersection that is easily missed.   If you find 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Heidelberg+FC/@-37.7562882,145.0734757,16.73z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x27b3302d5e2af5:0x785430591a6be7a6!8m2!3d-37.7563569!4d145.0746168
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/FOUR+LEAVES+CAFE/@-37.7468677,145.0772339,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad646437e979b17:0x65d182331235f2ac!8m2!3d-37.746112!4d145.076655?hl=en&authuser=0
mailto:ann_kennedy52@yahoo.com.au
https://www.google.com/maps/@-37.700707,145.1860042,17z
https://goo.gl/maps/JHjeimrY1dFLNMq38
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that you have reached the wire fence bordering the road on your right, you have just gone past the car 

park you need. Do a U-turn, about a kilometre further on. The walk commences from this small car-

park with the water-tank. 

Commences from the car park at the corner of Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd and Old Kinglake Rd. 

(Mountain Rush Junction, where there is a water tank). This intersection can easily be missed.  It comes 

at the end of an extended winding section of the road.  It you find yourself driving with a wire safety 

fence on your right, you have gone too far.  If you reach a sign on the right, with a road also on the 

right, you are about 2km past the intersection you need. 

The walk, if undertaken in the direction as described here, initially requires a steep uphill section taking 

10-15 minutes, followed by a predominantly downhill gently sloping section, and a third section of 

about 5km of steady uphill walking. If you prefer a finish that is all downhill, try the walk in reverse. 

Cross the sealed main road to the commencement of Cooksons Track. The track is initially steep and 

then descends gently or is level before it re-joins Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd.  Cross the sealed road to the 

start of the Mt Jerusalem Track.  This is a moderately graded broad track of 6km that for the most part 

descends to a bridge, constructed in 2011 to replace the one destroyed in the 2009 fires. 

At the bridge, Mt Jerusalem Track meets Old Kinglake Rd.  Turn right, and walk along Old Kinglake 

Rd, passing the very steep Brennans Rd on the left. If you have walked #165, you will know the other 

end of Brennans Rd.  Walk about 1.5km to a gate and the commencement of Bundy’s Track, on the 

left. This can be a good place to stop for lunch.  The walk now involves a steady uphill section of 

4.2km. If you want to have a break on this section, the picnic seat – a memorial to 4 local residents who 

died on their properties close to Bundy’s Track during the February 2009 fires - might be an alternative 

lunch place. Now return to the cars at the Northern end of Old Kinglake Rd. 

162* ML   Sugarloaf Reservoir circular walk, Christmas Hills   
13.5 kms  4 hrs  Mel 273 B2 
Rewritten May 2016 

Surface = 3, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT 

Bring lunch for this walk.  
  

A car shuffle is needed to reduce the time taken for the walk to about 4 hours (including two breaks). 

There are toilets at each end, and at about the 2/3 mark. 

The trail is marked using either steel posts painted orange, or a small orange triangle. At each marker 

post, stop and try to pick out the next before proceeding; this is usually but not always possible.  

Additionally, keep a good look out for markers while walking, because turns may be missed. As well, 

markers are not always pointing in the direction you might expect. Fortunately, the track is usually 

sufficiently clear to give you are very good idea of the route, and in grassy areas the track will be 

marginally more trampled. 

https://www.google.com/maps/@-37.700707,145.1860042,17z


 45 

Begin at the Ridge car park, which is located just beyond the Sugarloaf gate; the turn-off comes at the 

top of the rise after you have passed through the gate. Organise the shuffle such that there is a car or 

cars at both the Ridge car park, and at Saddleback car park – the latter 3.5km further along the road, 

and over the major spillway. 

The walk commences from the Ridge car park. Walk down past the toilets and further car parking 

areas. Cross a low chain fence, and look for a small gate on the right and below the road, and which 

allows access to the reservoir area. For the most part the trail is easy to follow, but occasionally the 

markers are concealed by bushes, or are missing altogether.  The latter is the case in one area about 

4km from the Saddleback car park, where the trail comes out onto a gravel road. In this case, turn right 

down or alongside the road, and after 50m or so, look for the trail turning off the road to the left. If 

you cannot find the ‘official’ trail, take any track that heads left. The tracks eventually merge into the 

main trail.  

Sometimes the marked trail may appear to be taking an unnecessarily circuitous route; this is the case 

when water levels are low.  Sometimes, then, a short cut can be taken across ground that would 

otherwise be flooded. 

The walk involves one steep hill. If following the route from the Ridge car park, the steep part will be 

followed downwards. The way up is more gradual; at the top, there is a large log, from where there are 

very fine views of the reservoir and city skyline.  A toilet block and shelter is located a further 100m 

beyond this log. A section of the trail just beyond the gravel Melbourne Water road (about 10km from 

the start) is across sloping ground, so care is needed. The trail consists of grass or earth, and is very easy 

under foot.   

A sheltered place to stop for lunch is located about 30 minutes walking beyond the aforementioned 

toilet near the lookout   

 
163* M Currawong Bush Park, Doncaster East  
4.5kms  1½ hrs  Mel 34 H6 
Updated May 2021 

Surface = 3    Steepness = 3 (or 5 if Option 2 is followed)       
Carpooling at Eltham Lower Park, 
 

Currawong Bush Park in on the north side of Reynolds Road, Doncaster East, approx. 200m east of 

Springvale Road.  

Commences at the Visitors’ car park, about 500m off Reynolds Road.  Drive past the first car park on 

the right.  

On leaving the cars, walk west out of the car park.  With the toilet block on your left walk down the 

track past the shelter and information boards to the bottom of the hill.  You will now be on the Fire 

Track.  Cross over and look for the sign post to indicate Ruby’s Track. Follow this narrow undulating 

path through to the T junction with the Powerline Track (a broad easement/management vehicle road), 

ignoring any tracks off to the right, and noting Mullum Mullum Creek on your left.  At the T junction 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Lower+Park/@-37.7326253,145.1379437,16.46z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637fd25e5fd9b:0xa41f24e93776a5da!8m2!3d-37.7327568!4d145.1399564?hl=en&authuser=0
about:blank
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turn left and follow this, initially down then up, to the sign indicating to “Heidelberg-Warrandyte 

Road”.  Pass this and veer right on the wide gravel road up the moderately steep hill to the electricity 

towers, where there is an exit into Orchard Grove. Take in the view here and then retrace your steps 

back down and left along the Powerline Track to the Billy Baxter Wetland Track.  Turn left and follow 

this track to the end. Turn right and walk up the initially grassy slope through the trees then find your 

way through the low scrub on an informal animal track.  You should pass a small dam on your left.  

You will eventually find you way back out on to the broad management vehicle road of the Powerline 

Track.  Make your way to the top, with a high mesh fence on your left, and to the right, at the edge of 

the bush, you will see 3 large flat “square shaped” rocks.    

This might be an ideal place for a break.  

To return, you have two options:  

Option 1.  Walk over to the 3 large flat rocks and look for an informal bike track into the bush.  Take 

this, and after a short distance you will come across an informal crossroad.  Veer left here and walk 

down this narrow steep track to the bottom, being careful as it can be very slippery if wet. Note that 

any of the informal bike tracks will take you back on to Ruby’s Track, the path used earlier.  Turn left 

and follow Ruby’s Track back to the Fire Track.   

Option 2.   Continue straight ahead.  This section involves a very steep descent and ascent. Care is 

needed to avoid slipping on the downward part. Turn right at the top onto what is known as the Pipe 

Track (a long easement), and continue first over a low chain barrier, then down a rough track to the 

bottom. Turn left; you are now back on Ruby’s Track. Continue on this track until you are back at the 

Fire Track.   

Turn right and follow the path around the base of the hill until the car entry road into the park is 

reached. Turn left and walk up the road to the top of the hill to the first car park on the right.  You can 

either continue on to return on the road to the cars OR turn right at the sign to Miller’s Pond, walk 

down and around the pond, then take the track back up to the car park. 

Coffee 13 Rows, Aumanns Produce, Harris Gully Road, Warrandyte or The Pines Shopping Centre  

 
164 E  Botanical Gardens, South Yarra  
Mel 2G D5 
Updated July 2016 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1 

 

Commences at 10.10 at Jolimont Railway Station. To arrive at this time, walkers living along the 

Hurstbridge line can catch the Hurstbridge to Flinders St train from Eltham Station at 09.21, 

Montmorency at 09.25, Greensborough at 09.28, and Watsonia at 09.32  It is scheduled to arrive at 

Jolimont at 10:03   

Leave Jolimont Station, cross Wellington Road South, and follow the path to walk about 250m south 

to a point where the Melbourne Cricket Ground is close to Jolimont Terrace.  Veer right, and use the 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Aumanns+At+Warrandyte/@-37.7651238,145.1894287,14.83z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad639dec7050267:0xce720f47027d7dc!8m2!3d-37.7642103!4d145.199536?hl=en&authuser=0
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concourse to walk a short distance to a large overpass.  Use the overpass to cross Brunton Ave and the 

rail/tram lines.  Turn right, and follow the path with the Rod Laver Arena on the right.  Cross Batman 

Ave and Olympic Bvd (Swan St), using several pedestrian crossings with lights.  Next, cross Swan 

Street Bridge, and then Alexandra Ave.  Turn left, and use the Tan Track to walk about 600m to the 

Gate G entrance to the Royal Botanic Gardens.  At this point, there are two alternatives: 

Option 1: Enter Gate G, and use paths to visit the ‘Temple of the Winds’, and the succulent garden.  

Descend steps to paths around the north and east sides of the Ornamental Lake, then search out areas 

such as the herb garden, oak lawn and children’s garden 

Option 2: Walk past Gate G along the path adjacent to Alexandra Ave to the Anderson Street corner.  

Turn right through Gate A into the Botanic Gardens, and follow the paths on the left, close to 

Anderson St.  Explore Guilfoyle’s 1876 water storage known as the ‘Volcano’ and spectacular succulent 

and cactus garden, the eucalypt garden, follow the path close to Birdwood Ave which passes the 

glasshouses, and explore other close-by garden beds or areas 

Whichever the above alternatives is chosen, stop off at the Observatory Café for an early lunch. There 

is a choice of either and indoor or outdoor café. Both offer freshly prepared Vietnamese food of high 

quality. Prices at the outdoor café are modest; those indoor are a little higher. If the weather is 

inclement, the outdoor café may not be suitable. 

Exit the Gardens via the Observatory Gate, and follow the Tan Track adjacent to Birdwood Ave.  

After 350m, veer right to walk through King’s Domain, crossing Government House Dve along the 

way.  Continue on through Queen Victoria Gardens, at some point veering left into St Kilda Rd.  Cross 

the Yarra River, after which walkers living on the Hurstbridge line can use Flinders St Station to catch a 

Hurstbridge train at 12:39, 12:59, 13.19, 13.39, 13:59, 14.19, etc.     

 
165* M% ‘Four Winds’/Skyline Road North, Brennans Ave  and beyond, Christmas Hills 
8.5kms  2½ hrs  Mel 266 G3 
Kaye McRae and Toy Stutterd. Updated November 2020 

Surface = 3, steepness = 5 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

If coming from the Eltham area, drive to Kangaroo Ground, and at a short distance past the KG Store, 

turn right into Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. Continue for about 10km to Osborne Rd, which is on the left. 

Continue a further 1.5km up Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. Pass Skyline Rd (South) on your right.  About 

150m further on, turn left into Skyline Rd North, and drive up this relatively steep incline*. Now drive 

4.2km along Skyline Rd North. You will pass through a crossroads (Osborne Rd on the left and Mt 

Wise Rd on the right), and past Buttermans Track and Wallace Rds on the left. Shortly after this, the 

road divides in 3 places. In each case, the ‘No entry’ sign applies to the right lane, not to the left lane, 

even though the sign on the left lane is ambiguous. At the end of the third divide there is a water-tank. 

Ignore the prominent notice that suggests there is no turning possible beyond a certain point; you will 

be able to turn without difficulty at the parking area. 

https://www.google.com/maps/@-37.700707,145.1860042,17z
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*If you begin the descent into Yarra Glen, you have missed Skyline Rd North. If this is the case, continue to drive well 

down the hill, then turn left into Mt Wise Rd. Proceed up the hill and turn right into Skyline Rd North with a large 

tank on your left. 

The walk commences from a small parking bay almost at the end of Skyline Road North.  The parking 

area is on the left side, past two homes and a distinct left turn in the road.    The ‘Four Winds’ property 

is marked on the Melway map 266 G3.  

From the parking area, go to the end of the road 200m further on. Walk around the closed gate that 

leads into ‘Four Winds’.  There is a notice on a tree on the right that indicates you are entering private 

property. However, walkers are permitted to traverse the part of the road that is private, and to 

continue on into Kinglake National Park. Once inside the gate, of the 3 roads, take the second - an 

earth road that is almost immediately ahead; there is an orange arrow on one of the trees. Note that this 

road can be quite muddy if it has been raining. After about half a kilometre, the road forms an 

intersection with a steep track coming in from the right, and going down on the left. From here on, you 

are doing a circular walk, and will come back to this point. The walk can be undertaken in either 

direction, with the notes taking you on a clockwise route.  

Turn left, and descend quite steeply down, with felled pine trees on either side of the track. After 

crossing a culvert over a small watercourse, the track ascends steeply, and gradually loops back towards 

‘Four Winds’. You will be walking through regenerating scrub and trees throughout the walk. After the 

initial steep hill upwards, the track for the most part rises and falls with more modest inclines, though 

there is one other steep pinch.  

On reaching Brennans Ave on the left, stop for refreshment. Brennans Ave is no longer signposted, the 

signpost having been burnt in the 2009 fires, and not replaced. However, the track you are following 

broadens here, and Brennans Ave can be seen descending very steeply towards steels Creek. For most 

of the walk past Brennans Ave there is a fence on the left-hand side. At a point about 45 minutes after 

passing Brennans Ave, the track divides: straight ahead and steeply upwards, and a less-conspicuous 

right hand turn and level ground. It is important that you take the right-hand turn, as the track that is 

straight ahead leads to the ‘Four winds’ property, and is off-limits to walkers. The return to the cars 

from this point will take about 20-25 minutes. 

Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, not Mondays, not milkshakes) or Kangaroo Ground. 

166 M Diamond Creek circuit, from Phipps Cres, Diamond Creek  
6.7kms  1¾ hrs  Mel 12 C6 
Tony Stutterd. Updated July 2020 

Surface = 2, steepness = 3 
 

Commences about 100m along Phipps Cres, after turning right off Main Hurstbridge Rd. Walk to end 

of Phipps Cres, and a T intersection turn left into Reynolds Rd (no signage), and walk down this road. 

On reaching Bishop Ave, there are two options. Option 1 is shorter, and avoids a steep hill: 

Option 1  Turn left into Bishop Ave, then right at the next road, Ellis Lane (there are power towers at 

the northern end of Ellis Lane). Turn left at T intersection into Perversi Ave. Turn right into Ilana 

https://goo.gl/maps/XfWYXi45Bv6hRdxF6
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Dark+Horse+Cafe,+Wine+%26+Produce/@-37.6729457,145.2515322,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633a72763e44b:0x9e72702027e24b11!8m2!3d-37.6699085!4d145.2544871?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://goo.gl/maps/nctNA1ULVQjQVHep6
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View Dve, then right into Nillumbik Sq. At T intersection, turn left (no signage), to walk to the 

entrance to Ellis Cottage. Walk through the grounds of the cottage, then along the fence on the left to 

Main Rd.  

Option 2  Continue along Reynolds Rd, which at this point rises steeply. Pass Perversi Ave and 

Kamarooka Dve, both on the left. Turn left at Sunnyside Cres, and almost immediately left again (it is 

still Sunnyside Cres), then left into Edwards St. An easement leads to Kamarooka Dve. Cross the road, 

looking for the easement just to the left. This takes you to open ground, and overhead power lines. 

Turn right, and walk to Main Rd, passing Ellis Cottage on your left.  

Both alternatives bring you to this location. Turn left into Main Rd and walk along a parallel side road, 

and then an informal track, as far as a pathway directly opposite the main entrance to Diamond Valley 

College. The path is on the left after walking past Perversi Ave.  

Turn left onto the pathway, and walk to the top of a court. This is The Parkway. Turn right here, and 

after about 50m, left through the small park. This leads to Bishop Ave once more (but not sign-

posted). Turn left, then almost immediately right into Jessamber Ct. Walk along this road for a short 

distance, then continue along a pathway at end of the court. Cross the end of a second court, and 

continue on the path. At the end of the path, turn right into Chapman St (a third court, not sign-

posted), and eventually right into Phipps Cres to return to cars. 

Coffee at The Tin Shed (Diamond Creek) 

167 E  Bolin Bolin Lagoon, Bulleen  
5.3kms 2hrs Mel 32 D10 
Surface = 1, steepness = 1, scenery*** 
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park 
 

Commences at the first car park on the right hand side of the road located off Bulleen Rd (100m+ past 

the Veneto Club, if coming from Eltham). The entry point is alongside the Carey Grammar School 

playing grounds.   

The walk begins by leaving the car park at the No Exit sign.  Pass a sign on the left marked Gate 3, 

with ovals on both your left and right, and veer right. Almost immediately, turn left and proceed along 

a road through open ground with grounds for Model Aeroplanes on the left, and Archery on the right.  

This leads to an earthen path; take this. After a short distance, take the first path on the right and wind 

around until a junction with another path.  Turning left will take you immediately to a golf course 

(about 50 m).  Turn right, and walk with the Yarra River (largely concealed by trees) on the left and 

ovals on your right.  Pass under transmission lines twice, and after a distance of about 1.8km arrive at a 

river observation point on the left (concrete path, with pump at end).  Rather than turn into this, look 

for the gravel path adjacent to it. Turn left here onto this gravel path, and pass tennis courts, a soccer 

ground and club-rooms on the right.  The river will be on the left.  After following this path for about 

900m, turn right to Bolin Bolin Lagoon (a mosaic sign is set in concrete in the path).  This is a loop 

walk about 1km in length.  Turn left after completing the loop of the lagoon (you will be back to the 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/The+Tin+Shed/@-37.673023,145.1539951,16.25z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x82a4b62ef2e3f0a8!8m2!3d-37.6726855!4d145.1516981
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Veneto+Club/@-37.7754984,145.0747563,16.46z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad646e933b33875:0xa205fb90b8a0fd0f!8m2!3d-37.772618!4d145.078321
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mosaic), and retrace steps to cars.    Note that sections of this walk are subject to inundation after 

heavy rain, and are impassable.   

Pamphlet: ‘Billabong Song’ (Manningham ) 

Coffee at Hahndorf's 

 
168 EL   Yarra Flats/Banksia St to Wilsons Reserve, Heidelberg  
9.5 kms   Mel 32 B6 
Surface = 1, steepness = 1 
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park 
 

Commences at car park in Yarra Flats Entry Rd off The Boulevard, Heidelberg.  Enter near the corner 

of Banksia St.  Take the track through the park. Ignore the first right turn.  Continue through wooden 

barrier, joining the Main Yarra Trail for a short distance. Do not follow the MYT across the river, but 

keep on the cement path to the fork in the path, where there is a ‘Snake Warning’ sign. Take the left 

fork. This path soon becomes gravel and leads to Wilson Reserve. Keeping the river on the left, pass 

the golf course on the right. There are three boardwalks on the path, two of which cross the Horseshoe 

Billabong. When the path divides, take the right turn, following the sign indicating the Irvine Road car 

park. Proceed as far as the large toilet block at the Chelmsford oval. 

About turn, and fork off to the right to walk beside a chain vehicle barrier, following the edge of the 

oval for a short distance. Take the path leading off to the left, walking to a memorial to ‘Skipper’ 

Wilson. Double back to a main path leading off to the right. Follow this route back to the Burke Rd 

North bridge.  Immediately beyond this bridge, a path off to the left leads uphill to Gruyere Cres on 

the right.  Take this, and follow Gruyere Cres to The Boulevard.  Walk the length of this stretch of The 

Boulevard to just before Banksia St.  Turn right and walk 200m to the cars 

Coffee at Ivanhoe Golf Club 

 

169 ML Clintons Rd, Motschalls track & Rob Roy, Long loop, Panton Hill   
9kms  2½hrs Mel 264 E9 
Tony Stutterd. Updated December 2018 

Surface = 3, steepness 3 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences from the corner of Motschalls, Broad Acres and Long Gully Rds, alongside a large water-

tank.  Park in the cleared area.  Walk 1km along Motschalls Rd to a point where a crushed rock track 

and small bridge enter from the left (keep your eye out for it, as it is down a small slope).  This is a 

section of the Green Wedge Trail.  Turn left here, and follow the Trail for about 1.2km.  Initially it 

hugs a fence on the left, then, after a right turn, rises steadily. At the driveway to a property (at 290 

Clinton Rd), cross over, and follow the continuation of the path (now narrower) for about 300m.  

Running adjacent to this path, on the right, is Clintons Rd.  A very short stretch of track off to the right 

provides access to Clintons Rd, or you can continue until the track merges with the road.  If you 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Hahndorf's+Fine+Chocolates/@-37.78187,145.0785218,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad646c5dc572907:0x3a58d8c29e61fd5d!8m2!3d-37.784496!4d145.077186?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Yarra+Flats+Entry+Rd,+Eaglemont+VIC+3084/@-37.761,145.0718073,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad646f3841d7699:0xccc07800b82f9314!8m2!3d-37.7619966!4d145.0745217
https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/Ivanhoe+Golf+Club/@-37.7806171,145.0540271,15.37z?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com/maps/@-37.700707,145.1860042,17z
https://www.google.com/maps/search/Broad+Acres+and+Long+Gully+Rds/@-37.6400988,145.2580179,17z/data=!3m1!4b1
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choose the former, cross Clintons Rd (with care – sight-lines are poor here), and walk along Rob Roy 

Rd for about 1 km.  If the latter, turn right onto Clintons Rd and walk back for a short distance to Rob 

Roy Rd.  Turn left into Rob Roy Rd and walk up this road for 1km almost to its end (there is a sealed 

driveway on your left leading to a two-storey house).  This is an appropriate point to admire the view 

(Melbourne CBD is in the distance).  

Continue along the track that extends beyond Rob Roy Rd.  Walk through the Parks Vic gate, and on 

to the end of the Vintage car Hill-Climb (you will recognise this by the banks of car-tyres and gate).  

Veer right, past more car-tyres to follow a track down hill.  There are many mountain-bike tracks here, 

and they cross the main track in several places.  Your aim is to go forward rather than take the side 

tracks.  Many fallen branches have been cleared from the main track, but new ones quickly take their 

place. After about 1km, the main track swings sharply left. Continue straight on following the 

secondary track, which soon swings round to the right.  This track, which descends at a moderate 

gradient, emerges onto Clintons Rd. Turn right and where possible use the verge to walk up Clintons 

Road (a gradual but steady climb) to the entrance of property 290 Clintons Rd.  You have now 

completed a circuit, as this is the point where you turn left and retrace your steps down and along the 

crushed rock track to Motschalls Rd.  Turn right to return to the cars.    

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground  

170 E  Darebin Creek, Ibbott Park and Donaldsons Reserve, Ivanhoe  
6.6kms 1:40hrs  Mel 31 C9 
Tony Stutterd. Updated April 2014  

Surface = 1, steepness = 1 
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park 
 
Commences at the car park off the east end of Separation St, Alphington. One approach from the 

Eltham area to reach this car park is from Upper Heidelberg Rd: turn right into Banksia St, left into 

Oriel Rd at the roundabout, right into Darebin Rd (Livingstone St), left into Grange Rd, then left into 

Separation St.  Drive to the end and turn left onto a bluestone road and car park.  Park near the toilets. 

From the carpark, turn left (North) onto the footpath, and walk 400m to Smith St. Almost 

immediately, turn right and down onto the footpath running parallel to Darebin Creek.  Immediately 

turn sharply right to cross the footbridge over the creek.  This will bring you into Abercorn Ave.  After 

250m, turn right into Della Torre Cr and walk a further 300m. Next, turn right along Kenilworth Pde; 

note that this turn is easily missed.  After 150m, look for and follow the path that falls away to the left, 

and which will take you into Nellie Ibbott Park.  Walk along this gravel path for 2 km to Banksia St. 

Along the way, you will cross a number of minor roads, as well as the more substantial Livingstone Rd.   

Turn left into Banksia St, and walk 500m.  Cross the sometimes busy Oriel Rd, and walk 500m.  At the 

roundabout T junction on Liberty Pde and Banksia St, continue straight ahead onto a footpath.  Follow 

this path for about 350m.  Follow the path until a T intersection, then turn left. Within 150m, use the 

bridge to cross to the west side of Darebin Creek. The sealed path now follows Darebin Creek, South 

https://goo.gl/maps/XERTDaD4mVQBfpmFA
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Separation+St,+Melbourne+VIC/@-37.7728967,145.0290847,16.46z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64479db25940d:0xd3714bb947a1b9a6!8m2!3d-37.7712442!4d145.0151901
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for 2km, to take you back to the bridge at Smith St, which you crossed near the beginning of the walk.  

Walk back up to the road, then take the path to the parked cars near the toilet block.     

Coffee at Pantheon, 88 Station St, Fairfield   

 

171 E  Darebin Creek: C T Barling Park to Bell St, Preston  
5.5kms  1½ hrs  Mel 19 D7 
Tony Stutterd. Updated 2022 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1 
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park 
 

Commences at C T Barling Park,, located off Plenty Rd., Preston, just south of (or beyond, if coming 

from Eltham) the bridge across Darebin Creek.   

Walk towards the cricket practice nets, when you come to the intersection with the main path look 

straight ahead for a track that leads down a short hill to the creek. Turn right and follow this to the 

bridge (up a short hill). then right along a paved path adjacent to Darebin Creek. Turn left and cross 

the footbridge. At the top of the slight rise, a series of billabongs will be seen on the left, and, soon 

after, factories beyond the trees on the right. At the T junction, turn left and walk to, but not across, a 

sealed road. Turn left and walk a few meters on grass to a sign which indicates ‘Car Parking Permit 

Zone’.  

Turn left here onto an informal dirt path, and proceed with the billabong on the right.   

On reaching the sealed path, turn right to return over the footbridge to the Darebin Trail.   

Turn left here, and walk about 700m to a T junction.   

Turn left again, and cross a metal bridge painted red and grey.  There is a signpost here pointing to 

Northland SC.   

Veer right after crossing the bridge up the earth embankment to join a sealed path, and proceed right, 

or follow the sealed path after crossing the bridge, then turn right and walk to Southern Rd.  Return 

from here, or, for a longer walk, proceed under Southern Rd to a helipad and Bell St (about 

1.2km).  Retrace your steps back to the cars (without diverting to the billabongs at La Trobe 

University). 

Coffee available at Old Bundoora Homestead, Snake Gully Rd (noon onwards), Groove Train. 

 

172 E  Darebin Creek, Bundoora Golf Course, Mt Cooper, Bundoora   
7.8kms  1¾hrs  Mel 19F3 
Tony Stutterd 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2 
 

Commences from the Visitors’ Centre in Bundoora Park  Enter the park off Plenty Rd, via Fairway 

Dve (opp. Main Dve). After driving about 150m, turn right into River Redgum Dve.  Follow the signs 

to the Visitors’ Centre along the winding road, ignoring various roads coming in on the left and right. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Pantheon+Cakes/@-37.7779025,145.0232513,15.37z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64388f1d680e1:0x4613be9ce97d071!8m2!3d-37.778064!4d145.0181077?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/C.T.+Barling+Reserve/@-37.7219963,145.0325162,17.27z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad645e9c68dc803:0xf04567605314bb0!8m2!3d-37.7232582!4d145.0329103
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Bundoora+Homestead+Art+Centre/@-37.705288,145.0504172,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad648acc0957919:0x3f1b329328d58ef2!8m2!3d-37.705344!4d145.050459?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Bundoora+Park+Farm+and+Cafe/@-37.7097394,145.0455543,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64f55d64ae0e3:0xd9226a1bd906df8b!8m2!3d-37.7071421!4d145.0439212
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To begin the walk, leave the car park, initially retracing your route to the Visitors’ Centre car park, but 

this time using the gravel path adjacent to River Redgum Dve. Near the Cooper’s Settlement Heritage 

Village (about half way along, and on your right), veer half right across parkland to Fairway Drive.  You 

will see a toilet block on your left as you start walking across the grass. Turn right along Fairway Dve 

until you reach a sign for Grasslands Way; how far you have to walk along to reach Grasslands Way 

will depend on the point at which you join Fairway Dve after walking from the Cooper’s Settlement. 

Turn left into Grasslands Way.  After wending its way through bush and grassland, the road becomes a 

concrete bike path at the point where there is a car park.  Follow this for a further 450m. At the T 

junction, turn right onto a concrete path that follows Darebin Creek (on your right) through to a road. 

Along this stretch, a paddock with grazing sheep is on the other side of the creek.  At the T junction, 

you have reached Chenies Rd (not signposted at this point). Cross the road (with care), turn right, walk 

over the bridge, and immediately turn left onto the path adjacent to Darebin Creek. Follow this path 

for about 550m, with Darebin Creek now on your left.  Just before reaching a bridge, the path divides, 

the lower section going under the bridge, and the upper leading to unsignposted Dunne St.  Follow the 

latter.  

Cross the bridge on Dunne St.  If the grass is short, return to Chenies Rd by turning left down onto the 

east bank of Darebin Creek, and walking along the bank. This embankment skirts John Hall Reserve.  

If the grass is long, retrace your steps to Chenies Rd.  Again, cross Chenies Rd, and again walk along 

the concrete Darebin Creek path.  After about 500m, leave the concrete path to follow a rough path on 

a grassy bank of Darebin Creek on the left, rather than continue ahead away from the creek. In some 

places, there is an old stone path along this bank.  The path can be rather indistinct, but by keeping the 

creek on your left you will pick it up at regular intervals. Throughout this section, the Bundoora Golf 

Course will be on your right.  After about 1.5km, the ground starts to rise on your right. Leave the 

creek bank here, and commence the climb up Mt Cooper (no path)*, crossing Mt Cooper Scenic Dve 

on the way.  After admiring the view, walk downhill along the road. This will take you back to the cars.     

* If you don’t want to walk up Mt Cooper, simply turn right when other walkers start the climb, and 

walk across the grass until you reach a road (Mt Cooper Drive)  

Coffee at Visitors’ Centre in Bundoora Park 

 
173* M  Laughing Waters Rd circuit, Eltham    
6.5kms, with eel trap loop; 5.6km otherwise 2hrs  Mel 22 E9 
Updated July 2020 

Surface = 3, steepness = 3 
 

To reach the start of the walk, travel along Mt Pleasant Rd to a point where Reynolds Rd comes in on 

both the left and right. Turn right into Reynolds Rd, and travel about 100m to Laughing Waters Rd. 

Instead of veering left here, continue straight ahead. Park in Reynolds Rd on the left midway between 

Laughing Waters Rd and Yarra Braes Rd, close to transmission lines.  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Bundoora+Park+Farm+and+Cafe/@-37.7097394,145.0455543,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64f55d64ae0e3:0xd9226a1bd906df8b!8m2!3d-37.7071421!4d145.0439212
https://goo.gl/maps/J7KSg3KzuGV5WZXx8
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Walk north (downhill) along Reynolds Rd turning right into Laughing Waters Rd. Walk about 1km 

(initially flat, then a steady climb) to a point where the road bifurcates, with the left arm being 

Overbank Rd and the right arm Laughing Waters Rd. Follow Overbank Rd until it winds back and 

down quite steeply onto Laughing Waters Rd. Towards the end of this section of Overbank Rd, what 

seems like a road enters from the left; this is a private driveway. Turn right at the end of Overbank Rd, 

into Laughing Waters Rd. For the next 500m, the road climbs quite moderately, and at the highest 

point will bring you back to the first intersection of Laughing Waters Rd and Overbank Rd. In other 

words, you have completed a circuit. At this point, turn left through a small opening in the fence onto a 

narrow track. This widens as you progress. An old road enters from the left. Follow this for about 

500m down to a clearing. Go to the left here and you will see a fenced-off research area. A rough track 

skirts left of the fence; follow this, and walk until you have a good view of the Yarra rapids. This is 

where Wurundjeri people trapped eels.  

Retrace your steps back to, and turn left onto, the main track.  

Follow the main track, and after about 200m, turn left to an old farm-house site high above the Yarra 

River. It is now marked by a circle of bluestone blocks. This is an area with markedly different 

vegetation from the surrounding scrub and trees: Mediterranean agapanthus line the drive, and there 

are several mature oak trees. The very large oak on the west side of the garden is a Canary Island oak, 

which originates from the group of islands off the north west coast of Africa. This tree is part of a 

garden designed by William Guilfoyle, architect of Melbourne’s Royal Botanic Gardens. The property 

was the home of Sir William Irvine. He was a leading Melbourne barrister around the turn of the 20th 

century. He entered State politics and rose to become premier in 1903. He later entered federal politics 

to become the nation’s Attorney General. After leaving Parliament, he was appointed Victoria’s Chief 

Justice, a role he held for many years. He was also a founding member of the RACV.   

After a short break, return to the main track, turn left onto it, pass under transmission lines, and walk 

to a T intersection.  

There are now two options.  

Option 1  Turn left here, and walk to the river to observe the rapids. Retrace your steps from the river, 

continue past the T intersection, and walk up a moderately steep hill to the Yarra Braes Rd/Reynolds 

Rd corner. Continue straight ahead for about 200m along Reynolds Rd to the cars.  

Option 2   For a shorter walk, turn right and walk up a moderately steep hill to the Yarra Braes 

Rd/Reynolds Rd corner. Continue straight ahead for about 200m along Reynolds Rd to the cars.  

Coffee at Café Z (Research) 

174 E  Edendale Farm to Diamond Street, Diamond Creek  
8kms  2hrs Mel 22 A1  

Surface = 1, steepness = 1 
 

Meet at the carpark at the end of Gastons Rd, Eltham, next to Edendale Farm.  Cross the road and 

follow the walking path past Edendale Farm through Eltham North Reserve, to Allandale Rd.  Cross 

https://goo.gl/maps/Lz1bue1Xao5U92Zi9
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Gastons+Rd,+Eltham+VIC+3095/@-37.7020743,145.1531148,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6363149151fd3:0xa30303566bc6a6cd!8m2!3d-37.7023683!4d145.1542324
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Allendale Rd next to the rail line, turn left and cross Diamond Creek, using the footpath on the bridge.  

Turn right into Diamond Creek Reserve and walk along the pathway for about 20 minutes to end at the 

corner of Chute and Diamond Streets in Diamond Creek opposite the Shell Service Station.  There are 

toilets available here.  Return along the same route.   

Coffee at Edendale, Tea Pot Café, Shillinglaw 

175 E Gresswell Forest Reserve, Macleod  
5.5 km 1½hrs  Mel 20 B3 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery*** 
 

Commences from the carpark adjacent to the toilets and access gate in Greenwood Dve (about 200 m 

West of Gresswell Park Drive).  If the car-park is full, it is permitted to park in Greenwood Dve, 

despite the bike lanes. 

Follow Centre Track from the entry gate and proceed to Billabong Track.   

There are now two choices: 

Option 1: Turn right at the Billabong Track sign post.  Walk through to a T junction and houses in 

front of you.  Turn right and walk to Gate 11.  Exit the Reserve via the gate.  Follow Strathallan Track 

across the boardwalk, past two tracks leading to the Golf Club. Traverse another boardwalk, and note 

the information shelter on the left.  You are now at the gate that leads into Main Drive.  Turn right 

here, and follow the road.  Walk along the fenceline of the LaTrobe Wildlife Reserve. The entrance to 

the LaTrobe Reserve is just before the second roundabout, and is adjacent to the Keelbundoora 

Nursery.  Walk through this Reserve, as time permits.  

After exploring the Reserve, retrace your steps to Gate 11. Note that it is very easy to find yourself 

walking into the Golf Club grounds, but the return to the track you need is very easy to locate.  

Enter Gresswell Reserve through Gate 11, and either follow the fence to the left for the quickest way 

back to the cars, or take one of the tracks off to the left, after initially following the boundary fence for 

a short distance.  

Option 2: Turn left, and take the path to the boundary fence; this is known as ‘Gaza Strip’.  Follow this 

fenceline, with houses on your left. At the next two corners of the Reserve, turn right until Gate 11 is 

reached (this will take about 30 minutes in all).  At this stage, you will have followed 3 of the 4 

perimeter fences.  Exit the Reserve here.  Follow Strathallan Track across the boardwalk, past two 

tracks leading to the Golf Club. Traverse another boardwalk, and note the Information shelter on the 

left. You are now at the gate that leads into Main Drive.  Turn right here, and follow the road.  

 Walk to the end of the lake, which is on your right.  Turn right, and walk part-way around the lake to a 

small pavilion. 

Retrace your steps to Gate 11. Note that it is very easy to find yourself walking into the Golf Club 

grounds, but the return to the track you need is very easy to locate.  Enter Gresswell Reserve through 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Tea+Pot+Cafe/@-37.7153705,145.1459417,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637da5f9984c5:0xb29dee4be9a04be!8m2!3d-37.7162069!4d145.145947?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Gresswell+Forest+Reserve/@-37.7093248,145.0751088,15.65z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6489704c36bf3:0xe42c3bb97e17ecaa!8m2!3d-37.7081704!4d145.0747677
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Gate 11, and either follow the fence to the left for the quickest way back to the cars, or take one of the 

tracks off to the left, after initially following the boundary fence for a short distance.   

Coffee at Syrup, Morwell Ave, Watsonia (near RSL) 

176 E  Lower Eltham Park, via Lavender Park Drive, Eltham  
8.3kms  2hrs Mel 21 J5 

Surface = 1, steepness = 2 
 
Meet at Eltham Central Park,  under the trestle bridge and park on the left hand side of the oval. 

Walk to Main Rd, and turn right.  At the lights (cnr Main Rd and Bridge St) cross twice to be diagonally 

opposite Alistair Knox Park.  Walk to John St, and turn left.  At the first street encountered, which is 

Bible St, turn right.  Walk to the end, and turn right into Dalton St.  Almost immediately, turn left into 

Metery Rd.  Continue along Metery Rd, crossing Mt Pleasant Rd, and then passing the historic Eltham 

Cemetery on the left.  At the next corner, turn right into Lavender Park Dve.   

Walk to Leonard Cres, which is the second street on the right, and turn right.  Walk to the end.  Cross a 

small grassy area as you turn left.  Turn sharp right at the next corner into Antoinette Bvd.  Just before 

arriving at Main Rd, turn left onto the walking path.  Cross the pedestrian bridge across Diamond 

Creek, and continue on the path with Eltham Lower Park on your left.  A few metres after the main 

gates, turn left into the Park.  Continue on the path as it moves in and out of the park.  At the end of 

the path, you will be on Homestead Rd.  Continue in the same direction, then turn right at the first 

road.   

Just before the footbridge across the Yarra, take the left path.  Do not cross the river.  Follow the path 

which turns left almost immediately.  When the path veers left, turn right for a look across the river 

from the observation deck.  Return to the path, and pass the Pony Club buildings.  Look for a signed 

earth path on the right.  Take this loop until it rejoins the main path just before the miniature railway 

maintenance buildings.   

Pass the station, then cross the rail line at the crossing on the right.  Follow the path, then exit, turning 

right.  Just before the footbridge, turn left under the road bridge, and enter Barak Reserve.  Follow the 

path, staying within the Reserve, and crossing a footbridge after the path turns right.  Continue along 

the path, then walk in the same direction along Bell St.  Near the end of Bell St, turn right onto a path 

alongside Diamond Creek (the path is on the right).  Pass Eltham Leisure Centre on the left.  Cross 

Brougham St, then a footbridge.  Continue along the path with the creek on the right.  After walking 

under the bridge (Bridge St), turn right, and cross Diamond Creek.  Turn left along the walking track.  

Just before arriving at the trestle railway bridge, turn right across the grass to arrive at the parked cars. 

Coffee at Tea Pot Café, Shillinglaw 

177* M  Mount Lofty and Henley Golf Course, Wonga Park  

5kms 1½hrs Mel 24 K6 
Tony Stutterd 

Surface = 3, steepness = 4 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/SYRUP+CAFE/@-37.7097966,145.0802953,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6488e280a2733:0x5e1fbcced5e4c82e!8m2!3d-37.7098009!4d145.082484?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/-37.7088613,145.1265484/Eltham+Central+Park,+Eltham+VIC+3095/@-37.7155882,145.1457272,17z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m1!4e1!1m5!1m1!1s0x6ad637d09d610db9:0x2ecd0279f1333013!2m2!1d145.1448264!2d-37.715317
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Tea+Pot+Cafe/@-37.7153705,145.1459417,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637da5f9984c5:0xb29dee4be9a04be!8m2!3d-37.7162069!4d145.145947?hl=en&authuser=0
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Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences from the car park at Wittons Reserve (northern end of Reserve Rd adjacent to Brushy 

Creek).   Walk back for a few metres towards Reserve Rd.  Turn left across grass and look for a gate 

and bridge across a small creek.  Cross the bridge, then follow the boardwalk and river track until it 

becomes a broad path for management vehicles and walkers. Continue for about 20 /25 minutes along 

this. Note that the path has a thick covering of coarse stones, so care is needed to avoid slipping. Thick 

growth of Bergen bush flanks each side of the track, but breaks in the bush allow for occasional views 

through to the Yarra River on the left. 

Eventually the path veers right and up.  There is a moderately steep climb to the 137m summit of Mt 

Lofty, which will take about 20 minutes. A few metres further on, and to the left on a small knoll is a 

picnic table; this is an ideal place for refreshment and to take in the fine views.  Return to the road and 

continue straight on where a vehicular road (with information board) enters from the right.  This road 

leads left downhill, out of the Warrandyte State Park to Homestead Rd, where you turn left towards the 

Yarra River.  At the canoe launch car park, you have a choice: 

Option 1: walk around the stile (on your right) and into Heritage Golf Club land.  Follow the footpath 

through the trees, and then left onto a concrete path which eventually crosses the river to reach the 

first hole of the Henley Golf Course.  Retrace your steps to the intersection near the Mt Lofty summit. 

Option 2: turn left along a narrow path to a seat and view across the Yarra R. Continue along a very 

narrow path (unsuitable in wet weather, as it is sloping towards the river). After about 200-300m, the 

path veers away from the river, through some Bergan bush and then into open grassy land.  Follow the 

track, and look for a broad track leading sharply upwards on your left. Follow this, resting on the 

conveniently placed seat about two-thirds of the way.  At the top of the hill, you are back at the table 

and seats near the Mt Lofty summit. 

Walk off the hill towards the notice board on the right.  Turn right here, and walk up a broad path with 

moderate gradient. Walk past a house on the left, along a grassy path, and then down a fairly steep 

unformed part gravel part grassy path to the river path used at the start of the walk. A left turn takes 

you back to the cars.   

Note:  A shorter version of the walk can be undertaken by turning right onto the vehicular road at the 

information board, and not continuing on to the Henley Golf Course.  

Coffee at Food for all seasons (Warrandyte 

 

178* M  Old Caledonia Gully and Black Cameron Rd, Smiths Gully  
8.5kms   2 hrs Mel 264 G3 
Tony Stutterd, updated July 2020  

Surface = 4, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences at the car park opposite the Queenstown Cemetery, and adjacent to the Peter Franke 

Reserve on Smiths Gully Rd. Walk through the gate, then straight ahead.  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Wittons+Reserve/@-37.7179526,145.2857659,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad631892d5803e7:0xf04567605316e80!8m2!3d-37.718275!4d145.2854961
about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Queenstown+Cemetery/@-37.6204296,145.2721394,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7cd210ff4ab8d:0x82f68cb815b3a24f!8m2!3d-37.6204523!4d145.2737506
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Cross the creek at Old Caledonia Gully on large stepping stones. Follow the narrow trail along Old 

Caledonia Gully until Black Cameron Rd is reached (1.5km). If the reed-like plant Lomandra has not 

been cut back, care is needed to avoid tripping along this section of the walk. Turn right at the end of 

the track (the latter forming a T junction with Black Cameron Road), and walk up this initially steep 

road. After 15 minutes of walking, Brens Rd is reached. Turn left into Brens Rd and walk to Dodd St 

(not sign-posted). Turn left again. The next road entering from the left has two forks onto Dodd St. 

This road does not have a signpost, but is Bramalls Rd.   

Turn left into Bramalls Rd, then veer right into Shaftesbury Ave and follow it to St Andrews St. Turn 

left and continue on to Wallace St, turning right and continue on to Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd. Turn left 

into Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd (in this section called Caledonia St). Continue to walk along the main 

road, soon turning left through to the Saturday Market area (toilets here). Continue along Proctor St. 

Immediately after the creek is crossed, look for the trail along Old Caledonia Gully on the right; this 

was the track used on the forward journey. Follow this back to the cars. Coffee at Smiths Gully Café, 

or during the walk at St Andrews General Sore 

Coffee at Smiths Gully Cafe  

179 E Mullum Mullum Creek: Beasley’s Nursery to Tindals Rd, Doncaster East  
8.1kms  2hrs Mel 34 F2  
Surface = 1, steepness = 1, scenery**** 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences at Beasley’s Nursery, Doncaster East.  Park in the area between the road bridge and the 

nursery entrance. 

Cross Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road at a point opposite the Crystal Brook Caravan Park. Turn right 

onto the boardwalk and cross the bridge. An informal track that veers left takes you onto the start of 

Mullum Mullum Creek Linear Park Trail.  Turn left onto the sealed trail, and stay on this without 

deviating to any side tracks on the right.  Cross divided Reynolds Road (with care: the speed limit is 

80kph here), and walk 200m. An unsealed track enters from the left; take this, and cross a small foot-

bridge. The Donvale Pony and Adult Riding Club grounds are immediately in front of you. A notice 

indicating that the earth track leads to Tindals Rd (as well as Buck Reserve) is on the right.  Follow the 

narrow earth path, with Mullum Mullum Creek now being on your right.  Continue on this path until it 

meets the sealed linear trail followed at the beginning of the walk. Turn left onto the linear trail, and 

walk a short distance to Tindals Road.  This can be a good place to stop for a drink. Turn right, and, 

using the footpath just below Tindals Rd, walk approx. 100 meters to Baradine Terrace (a ‘No Through 

Rd’).  Proceed along Baradine Terr. to its end. Veer right through the Linear Park (about 150m) to 

rejoin the Mullum Mullum Creek Trail.  Turn left to return to Beasley’s Nursery, this time ignoring any 

paths coming in from the left.     

Coffee and refreshments available at a café at the rear of the nursery.   

 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Smiths+Gully+Cafe/@-37.6208794,145.2610133,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6485b6ccfe9b9:0xa44a4c53c52a845c!8m2!3d-37.6205817!4d145.2626729?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Beasley's+Nursery+%26+Tea+House/@-37.7480938,145.1685909,13.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637828e1a3fe9:0x622eb8bca2ed6b39!8m2!3d-37.750076!4d145.176602
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180* M  Long Gully Rd and Motschalls Rd, Panton Hill   
DISTANCE??  2hrs Mel 264 E9 
Tony Stutterd. Updated June 2016 

Surface = 3, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences in a parking bay near a water tank and bridge, both of which are located close to where 

Long Gully, Broad Acre and Motschalls Rds meet.  In parking, be sure throughout the year to leave 

room for fire-trucks to access the water-tank. Long Gully Rd extends in two directions: around a curve 

to cross the bridge, continuing to Panton Hill, and South towards Watsons Creek.   

From the cars, turn right, and walk South along Long Gully Rd towards Watsons Creek, to reach an 

intersection after 400m. On your left will be the Emergency Access section of Motschalls Rd, and on 

your right Bakehouse Rd.  Look for a gravel path on your left, located in between the Emergency 

Access road and Long Gully Rd; this is a section of the Green Wedge Trail that will eventually run 

from Wattle Glen to Kinglake. Take this path; in part it is gravel, and in others an informal earth track. 

After about 2.3 km, turn left into Turnung Rd.  Walk up this moderately steep road hill, and at the top 

take in the excellent views.  The road levels out, then drops slightly, after which a T intersection is 

reached.  The road on the right is part of another walk (Gills Rd). For the current walk, turn left on the 

continuation of Turnung Rd and walk through lightly timbered ground.  At a further T intersection, 

900m beyond this point, Motschalls Rd is reached, the left-hand branch being the Eastern end of the 

Emergency Access road you passed earlier.  Turn right here, close to a house.  Walk along Motschalls 

Rd for 500m, when the road turns sharply to the left (this is at a point where an old shed and gate are 

located).  Continue on the gradual descent down this road, passing a track on your right that leads to 

Clintons Rd (see Walk 50 M).  Motschalls Rd eventually meets up with Broad Acres and Long Gully 

Rds.  You have now returned to the cars.  

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground 

182* M  Rifle Range Reserve, Smiths Gully   
7.6kms  2 hours  Mel 265 A3 
Tony Stutterd 

Surface = 2, steepness = 4, Scenery*** 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Note: This walk is marginally easier in reverse; specifically, the gradient is more gradual for the uphill 

first half. 

Commences near the intersection of Smiths Gully Rd and Salters Rush Rd. There is parking for about 6 

cars on the Smiths Gully Rd verge, and for 3 in Salters Rush Rd (close to T junction).  Proceed further, 

in an easterly direction, (ie, away from the direction you have just driven) for 2.8km along Smiths Gully 

Rd (initially sealed), passing One Tree Hill Rd and Joyce Rd on the right, then Fox Rd on the left.  

Smiths Gully Rd rises gradually, terminating at a gate marked ‘Warrandyte-Kinglake Conservation 

Reserve’.  

mailto:ann_kennedy52@yahoo.com.au
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://goo.gl/maps/c5juLXKnHyXDuz9T7
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Salters+Rush+Rd+%26+Smiths+Gully+Rd,+Smiths+Gully+VIC+3760/@-37.6194012,145.2772335,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7cd167e17648d:0x7355f31750937d7e!8m2!3d-37.6196495!4d145.2864334
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 Go through gate, and follow the rough path (Tuan Track) to a cleared area.  On reaching the cleared 

area, Bullen Bullen Track will be seen coming in from the right (alas, the sign was vandalised in the 

second half of 2013). About 200m past this, a track comes at a sharp angle in from the left (it leads to 

the site of an old house). Ignore this. Near the top of the rise, and beyond a small area burnt in the 

2009 fires, two tracks on the right lead downhill to Buttermans Track; ignore these.  Thirty metres on, 

Tuan Track veers left, and after a further 150m Henry’s Track, (a wide, gravel path) enters from the 

right, and continues on to the left. Use the left branch to walk to the gate.  

Go through the gate to a small car park and Rifle Range Rd.  Stay on this road, ignoring the minor road 

170m further along on the right (it leads to a vineyard), and also Fox Rd, which is an additional 500m 

further on, and which veers left.  Also pass a further road on the left (the sign suggests Rifle Range Rd). 

Pass Jantz Estate vineyard on the right.  At the bottom of the hill, turn left onto Salters Rush Rd (no 

sign), pass Ginnivins Rd (on the left) and Cants Creek Rd (on right).  Continue along Salters Rush Rd 

for a further 1km to return to the cars.   Coffee at Smiths Gully General Store or Kangaroo Ground 

Store.  

Coffee at Smiths Gully Cafe 

184 E  Fitzsimons Lane to Mullum Mullum Junction, Lower Templestowe  
6kms  1¾hrs Mel 21 G12 
Amended April 2017 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1, scenery***  
 

Commences at the carpark, Fitzsimons Lane Bridge (SE corner, on the ‘Orchard’ side; if travelling 

from Eltham, there is a dedicated left-turn lane).   

If the path is dry, take the left-hand path and walk east along the Main Yarra Trail, otherwise take the 

right-hand, broader, track up the hill through Candlebark Park. Do not cross pedestrian bridge over 

Yarra at Candlebark Park but continue past Petty’s Orchard and Tikilara Park to the observation deck 

on the left, overlooking the confluence of the Yarra River and Mullum Mullum Creek. Return.  

For a longer walk, continue to the junction of Main Yarra Trail and Websters Rd signpost. Return by 

same route, but at the pedestrian bridge walk along the single-file dirt track adjacent to the river.  

Coffee at Petty’s Orchard (Fridays only) or Lower Plenty shops or Carlucci’s 

185 M  Rosehill Road/Old Eltham Road, Lower Plenty   
7.2kms 1¾ hrs Mel 21 J8 
Tony Stutterd, Ann Kennedy, Ruth Seidler, Stephen Lavender 
Updated August 2021 

Surface = 2, steepness = 3, scenery** 
 

Starts at the carpark at Wingrove Park, opposite a service station, off Main Rd, Eltham. Follow the 

sealed path into the park past toilets on the right. The path (Wingrove Park Trail) veers left and then 

continues for a short distance in between Main Rd and Diamond Creek. Proceed straight ahead, then 

across Diamond Creek, then left under Main Rd., along the footpath, with Main Rd on your right and 

Diamond Creek on your left. Walk past the Diamond Valley Railway, and past the entrance into the 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Smiths+Gully+Cafe/@-37.6208794,145.2610133,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6485b6ccfe9b9:0xa44a4c53c52a845c!8m2!3d-37.6205817!4d145.2626729?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Fitzsimons+Ln,+Templestowe+VIC+3106/@-37.7433404,145.1356314,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad647ff0c23302d:0x7809a344adb164b!8m2!3d-37.7429599!4d145.1365184
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Pettys+Orchards/@-37.7390399,145.1515626,15.37z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637f24b5be391:0x49520cd066b51f3d!8m2!3d-37.7377147!4d145.1547005?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Lower+Plenty+VIC+3093/@-37.7273398,145.1146592,15.63z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad647daea294a8b:0x5045675218cd370!8m2!3d-37.734!4d145.116?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Carlucci's+Restaurant/@-37.7566672,145.1250331,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6478cd1ba0e4d:0xf2a789bcfc2cbb56!8m2!3d-37.757212!4d145.129885?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Wingrove+Park/@-37.7276533,145.1453258,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637e6d99165ed:0xf04567605317010!8m2!3d-37.7281412!4d145.1437916?hl=en&authuser=0
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park along Hohnes Rd. At the point where the road curves round to the left, look for a gate that will 

allow access to Hohnes Flora Reserve. Use the path to walk up the moderately steep gradient. When 

the path continues both to the left and right, opt for the right-hand branch. After c100m, one path 

continues straight ahead to a gate, and one turns left uphill. Select the left path, which overlooks both 

Jayson Rd and Fitzsimons Lane. Follow this until you have the option to turn left or right. This time 

select the right path, and after a short distance you are in the SE corner of the Reserve.  Exit the 

Reserve via a gate, and turn left onto Homestead Rd, passing several houses on the right. When 

Homestead Rd reaches a T junction and the last house, turn right and walk down the sealed path to a 

pedestrian bridge across the Yarra River. 

Once across the river, turn right onto an informal path which runs alongside the S bank of the Yarra. 

At its end it joins the Main Yarra Trail.  Turn right here, with a car-park on your left. Walk under 

Fitzsimons Lane, then up a moderate gradient. Turn left onto the path adjacent to this busy (and noisy) 

road. Cross the Yarra, then continue up a moderate slope to enter Rosehill Rd.  This might be a good 

place to pause for refreshment. 

Turn left along Rosehill Rd, then right into View Rd. The latter does not have a vehicle entrance onto 

Rosehill Rd, so you need to use the grassy area to access it. Walk up the moderately steep View Rd to 

Old Eltham Rd. Turn right here to walk down a moderate gradient to the S end of Bolton St. Look for 

the path diagonally and to the left across Bolton St and use this to walk down a steep path to Main Rd. 

Use the pedestrian traffic lights to cross Main Rd, then turn right onto the path that runs adjacent to 

Main Rd. There will be a linear shopping strip on your left. Use this footpath to walk past Faulkner St, 

then at a small off-road area which has a shelter from which flowers are sold, look for a path that will 

take you over Diamond Creek and back onto the footpath that leads to Wingrove Park and the cars. 

Coffee at Teapot Café 

188 E  Montmorency-Lower Plenty Circuit                                                                              
6.9kms 1¾hrs    Mel 21 A6   
Updated Dec 2021 
Surface =1,  steepness =2 
 

Commences at Montmorency Park, southern oval, Park Lane, off Para Road, near the club rooms. 

Walk clockwise around the oval to the playground to join the Plenty River Trail. Take the path to the 

left, passing another oval on the right. 

Keep on this path, past the tennis courts and Montmorency Secondary College, to Willinda Park. Turn 

left here and continue, turning left onto the western part of the PRT, opposite the toilet block. 

Continue on this, ignoring paths to the left and right, walking up a modest hill to the escarpment. 

There is a fine view here towards Montmorency. 

Continue down the hill, staying on the path all the way to the Yallambie tennis courts. 

Turn back and walk to the first bridge. Just after crossing this, you will see a bush track to the right. 

Follow this back to the PRT. Turn right here, crossing the next bridge and walk back to the cars. 

about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/montmorency+oval/@-37.7174312,145.1127404,17.71z/data=!3m1!4b1?hl=en
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189 E  Ruffey Creek Trail: Finns Reserve to Ruffey Lake, Templestowe   
7.5kms  2hrs Mel 33 B4 
Revised March 2017 

Surface = 1, steepness = 2 

 

Commences at Finns Reserve car park at the end of Duncan St.  This walk follows, as closely as 

possible, the course of Ruffey Creek, from where it flows into the Yarra River at Lower Templestowe 

back to Ruffey Lake Park in Doncaster.  From the car park, walk past the playground towards the 

footbridge across the Yarra, but at the footbridge turn right along the path and then left down steps to 

a bridge crossing Ruffey Creek.  Follow the sign to Ruffey Lake Park along the sealed path, keeping the 

creek on the right.  At Parker St, cross the road at the bridge, and walk up Parker St to the right of the 

swimming centre.  Take the first street on the right (McLachlan St) to Foote St.  Cross Foote St to join 

Ruffey Creek Linear Park following the path along the creek until it ends at a bridge at Eumeralla St.  

Go up Eumeralla St until it ends at Montpelier Reserve.  Immediately leave the made path and turn left 

downhill on an informal path to rejoin the bitumen track with the creek now on the left.  Continue on, 

passing under Williamson’s Rd.  When the path divides at the bridge at King St, take the left fork to go 

under the bridge and continue straight ahead along a footpath completed in February 2014.  Turn right 

at the lake and follow the path to The Boulevard. Immediately take the path that rises slightly.  There 

are seats near the toilet block on the right.  After the break, return to the path, and almost immediately 

turn left where 2 paths intersect. Walk down to a small bridge near the lake; cross this, and pick up the 

path used on the forward journey. Retrace steps to the cars.  An option for a longer walk is to go 

around the lake. Retrace steps to the cars. 

Coffee at Melissa’s, Vibrante or Carlucci’s, Lower Templestowe 

190* E  Pound Bend circuit, Warrandyte State Park   
5.5kms 1½ hrs  Mel 23 A11 
Revised January 2014 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery**** 

Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences from car park on the right hand side in Pound Bend Reserve, 200m from Everard Dve/ 

Pound Bend Rd turnoff.  There are toilets located here.  Leave the parking area, and with the toilets on 

your right, veer left across open grassland, looking for a narrow path that runs alongside the river.  The 

river will be on your left   After 15-20 minutes of walking along this path, during which time you will 

cross small bridges and pass a house on a rise on your right, you reach a fence and an opening for what 

used to be a gate. Go through this opening, and into an open paddock.  There are now 2 possibilities: 

Option 1: (If wet) Walk straight ahead to a,gate. Follow the track immediately ahead to the bitumen 

road.  Turn left, and follow the bitumen past the Rangers’ office (on the right), and onto a gravel road.  

Continue downhill onto a rough vehicular track on the right.  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/car+park+near+Finns+Reserve,+Templestowe+Lower+VIC/@-37.7548456,145.1161936,15.92z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Melissa+Cakes+Cafe+Bar/@-37.7558472,145.11805,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad647938fe021b1:0xb7b136b3b1b1e3e8!8m2!3d-37.7567115!4d145.1216662?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Pound+Bend+Reserve/@-37.7372046,145.2068054,15.1z/data=!4m12!1m6!3m5!1s0x6ad63714259ec51d:0xdbf1f283b66fac60!2sPound+Bend+Reserve!8m2!3d-37.7368823!4d145.199175!3m4!1s0x6ad63714259ec51d:0xdbf1f283b66fac60!8m2!3d-37.7368823!4d145.199175
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Option 2: (If dry)  Turn hard left, and walk through grass and reeds towards the river to pick up a 

vehicle track.  Continue with the river on your left with the track following a circular route. The track 

eventually leads up a slope to meet a rough vehicular track on the left. Turn left here. 

Follow this vehicular track (which eventually becomes a grassy path) until it peters out at the end of the 

open river flat.  Note that the vehicular track can be very muddy after rain. Retrace your steps to the 

end of this track, turn left, and head up to the State Park admin office. 

Turn left between the toilets and plant nursery, passing the Rangers’ office on the left. Walk along the 

path between buildings until a road is reached on the right. Look for a gate straight ahead which leads 

into bushland.  Take this. Initially it heads uphill, then levels out.  Follow this track through to an 

intersection of several sealed roads at the Pound Bend Park entrance, where you drove in on the way to 

the car park. Veer right, and look for a path that goes steeply downhill via a series of wooden steps.  

This will bring you to a viewing section on the left above the Pound Bend tunnel. Retrace a few steps 

to the path, and then exit into a large car park.  Walk through this to the area near the toilets where you 

are parked.   

Coffee at Warrandyte Café (opposite police station) 

191* M Jumping Creek Reserve to Blue Tongue Bend, Warrandyte SP  
6.8kms  1¾hrs   Mel 24A9 
Updated July 2020 

Surface = 3, steepness = 3, scenery**** 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences at the main car park 1km from the Jumping Creek Rd entrance. You will see a toilet block 

on your left as you enter the car park. From the sign ‘Blue Tongue Bend’, walk upstream along the 

Yarra on an undulating path, with excellent views of the Yarra River on your left. The path is narrow, 

so it is a case of walking in single file. On the steeper rises there are steps. The narrow path ends at 

Blue Tongue Bend, where, as the name suggests, the river changes course. This part of the walk will 

take about 25 minutes. Along the route, there is a separate Nature Walk off to the right, ignore this. 

From Blue Tongue Bend, turn right up the ten steep steps to a vehicle track. Head off in either 

direction – the 2 branches meet very soon after you set off. After 200m, there is a partly overgrown 

path on the left which is about 100m in length and which leads to an old Scout Chapel; there is a log 

across the beginning of this path, and some white sand. Back on the main trail, proceed mainly uphill 

for about 1 km to a vehicle road leading off to the left, and marked ‘Stane Brae’ (the sign is not easily 

spotted when walking in this direction).  

Continue past the Stane Brae turn-off on the management vehicle road, past the Nature Loop on the 

right, to the second sign to the Nature Loop. Turn left here. Follow the arrows on this narrow path 

through the Melaleuca bush. There is one steep pinch on the track. To do the loop will take about 20 

minutes. At its end, turn left, back onto the vehicle road. Return to the cars initially via this vehicle 

road, then taking the road that veers to the right soon afterwards.  

Coffee at Food for all seasons (Warrandyte, red umbrellas) 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/Warrandyte+Caf%C3%A9/@-37.7432471,145.2151044,14.44z?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Jumping+Creek+Reserve/@-37.7384652,145.2353601,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63124634ee5fd:0xb533a54540aad737!8m2!3d-37.7314865!4d145.2417737
about:blank
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192 E Westerfolds Park to Finns Reserve, Templestowe  
7 kms 2 hrs  Melway 33 F1 
Wendy McEvoy and Tony Stutterd, March 2020, updated October 2020.  

20th anniversary walk  
Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery *** 
 

Commences at the car park opposite the Westerfolds Park Work and Conference Centre. 

Use the path heading West to the Ridge Picnic Area, which comprises a large pavilion and BBQs 

(100m). At the car park next to the pavilion, follow the sealed path (the Westerfolds Park Circuit) for 

350m. An Information noticeboard and gravel path are just off to the left, and about 50m across to the 

right a road carrying vehicle traffic, and turning circle.  

Continue on the Westerfolds Park Circuit for a further 300m, the path now sloping gently downwards.  

A large sign with pointers to the Main Yarra Trail (MYT), and Candlebark Park will be passed. Keep 

left. A further 200m, again downhill, leads to a further T junction, and the MYT. 

Veer left here, cross a small bridge over the Porter St Drain, and at the 100m juncture, note a broad 

earth track entering from the left. A small marker with the number 30 is opposite. This will be the track 

followed on the return section of the walk. 

The MYT now swings to the right, and at the 150m mark, there is a sign to the Rapids Observation 

Point. Stop here to view the rapids – a point where the Yarra River tumbles over rocks. 

From the Rapids Observation Point, notice coming in on the left an informal narrow sandy path. This 

runs about 800m along the river bank. Follow this, and take in the fine views across to the Northern 

bank. The route is unambiguous, but note that there are numerous tree-roots across the path, and care 

needs to be taken both to avoid tripping, and the possibility of encountering the occasional on-coming 

cyclist.  

At the end of the sandy track, re-join the MYT by turning right for 300m, passing an open grassy area 

and seat. At this point, a green footbridge about 8m above and across the Yarra, is reached. Cross the 

bridge. 

Continue along the broad, sealed MYT for a further 850m, first passing a post with the number 31, and 

then some small buildings on the right at about the 400m mark. Near the end of this stretch, is a large 

group of buildings high above on the right. The latter comprise Odyssey House and surrounding 

dwellings. Continue on the boardwalk. 

Immediately on the left is the Ruffey Trail Bridge – a large swing bridge. Walk to the middle of the 

bridge to observe the shallow rapids of the Yarra River at this junction. There is also the possibility of 

seeing platypus here.  

Continue across the bridge, and pause here for a drink and refreshment. 

Note, there are toilets about a further 100m along the right hand path. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7455129,145.1306272,16z?hl=en-GB
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To return to the car park*, cross back over the large swing bridge, turn right, and walk back to the 

green bridge over the Yarra (850m). Continue on for 450m, passing the grassed area and seat, and then 

the sandy track coming in on the left (followed on the forward section). Keep heading uphill. 

At the point where the MYT meets the Westerfolds Park Circuit, turn left 

and walk about 850m, to the Rapids Observations Point. Continue along the MYT for a further 150m 

to marker 30 on the left. This marker with its number is not easily seen, but visible just ahead on the 

MYT is the small bridge across the Porter St Drain. This is the junction where a broad sandy path is 

located on the right. 

Turn right here off the MYT, and walk South, away from the river. After about 250m, rather than 

continue straight ahead, veer slightly left, and continue for a further 250m, passing marker number 25 

on the right. Here, the track divides, though the track to be used on the left is quite faint. 

Veer left and down a moderately steep path for about 50m, passing a bird sign. Cross a small wooden 

bridge 

Pass marker 26 and another bird sign on the left.  Pass a seat, and walk up to the small shelter and 

Information Board 

The sealed path coming in on both the left and right is the Westerfolds Park Circuit path, which was 

followed at the outset. Turn right here, noticing the road and turning circle off to the left. A children’s 

play area, and large pavilion will be passed on the right  

Ahead in the distance are the parked cars 

* Alternately, to return to the cars, simply retrace steps 

Coffee at Vibrante.  

 

193 E Westerfolds Park ‘Home Show’ circuit, Templestowe  
6.6kms  2hrs Mel 21 G12 
Revised July 2020 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery*** 
 

Commences from the car-park on the south-east side of the Fitzsimons Lane bridge.  If coming from 

Eltham, to enter the carpark drive across the bridge, and use the first left-turning exit.  If coming from 

Templestowe, drive past Westerfolds Park and use the last left-turning exit before crossing the bridge. 

Note: If using the sealed path for most of this walk, a pole will not be needed.  However, if the narrow 

earth paths are used for most of the walk, tree roots that have been exposed by erosion can result in 

tripping up, in which case a pole would be useful. 

Walk west (towards the city) under Fitzsimons Lane bridge.  Stay on the sealed pathway, past the toilet 

block, and past the picnic area on the left.  A trail and transmission lines follow the river.  Instead of 

following the Main Yarra Trail, take a sealed path that veers left, and walk up the slight rise.  At the top, 

there is a shelter shed and picnic facilities.   

Leave the path and walk past these, across the grass towards a carpark, rather than continuing to follow 

the sealed path.  Look for what appears to be a small building, which is an information kiosk about the 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Vibrante+Restaurant/@-37.7554739,145.1301158,15.65z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad647f33258112f:0xb8d63326b6b9d9c8!8m2!3d-37.7568591!4d145.1301873?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Fitzsimons+Ln,+Melbourne+VIC/@-37.7415356,145.129807,14.83z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad647ff0c23302d:0x7809a344adb164b!8m2!3d-37.7425568!4d145.1355141
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so-called ‘Home Show’ – a series of stopping points with descriptive boards indicating where animals 

resident in the park have their burrows and nests.  Follow the ‘Home Show’ trail for about 10 

minutes.   

You will cross a small creek (Kestrel Creek), then take a lesser track to the left, passing a number of 

information boards on the animals in the area.  At a slight rise and a T junction, turn right onto a 

formed path that comes up from a bridge on the left.   

Follow this path, turning right at a water fountain, and follow a rising path to a large red-brick building 

(formerly the Mia Mia Gallery and café).  Have a break here. 

Walk around this, such that the building with fence and garden remains on your left.   

Continue away from this building, heading downhill, initially alongside the sealed roadway, then across 

grass to a carpark and toilets, then exit onto Porter Street.   

Turn right here, and walk along Porter St, with houses on your left, and the park on your right.  After 

300m, use the gate to re-enter Westerfolds Park.   

Follow the well-formed track for about 1km, crossing a small bridge.  You can then choose a lower or 

higher path, the lower adjacent to the Yarra.  The latter eventually heads steeply down to re-join the 

main Yarra Trail at a large bridge on the Main Yarra Trail.  The higher reaches the trail further 

north.  Whichever you choose, turn right, and look for a dirt track off to the left.  This leads to the 

viewing platform at some rapids.  

From here you can walk along the Main Yarra Trail directly, or take a couple of dirt paths off to the 

left.   

Walk under the Fitzsimons Lane Bridge to return to the cars.  

Coffee at Vibrante 

 

194* M   Jumping Creek Reserve to Tills Drive, Warrandyte S P, Warrandyte  
5kms 1¾ hrs Mel 24 A10  
Updated February 2019 

Surface = 4, steepness 3 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences at the main car park 1km from the jumping Creek Rd entrance (Mel 24 A9). You will see a 

toilet block on the left as you enter the car park.   

From the car park, walk past the toilet block, which will be on your left, and the river on your right. 

Look for the track adjacent to the river. Follow this track for 1.6km. Initially it runs just above the 

waterline, but then rises to 10-20m above the water. The track is of variable width, and requires caution 

after rain. In one section, a rock over a metre in height has to be negotiated. Foot-holds in the rock 

assist. At the 1.6km mark, a track enters from the left. Ignore this, and continue along the track close to 

the river for 250m, before veering inland for the next 750m. You are now at a small car park at the end 

of Tills Drive. Stop here for refreshments. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Vibrante+Restaurant/@-37.7554739,145.1301158,15.65z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad647f33258112f:0xb8d63326b6b9d9c8!8m2!3d-37.7568591!4d145.1301873?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/jumping+creek+park/@-37.7319589,145.2379057,16.46z?hl=en&authuser=0
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Go through the barrier gate and follow the track about 50m to a sign ‘Circuit Track’.  Take the right 

fork along the vehicle track for about 700m.  Turn sharp left down a walking track towards the river.  

At the Circuit Track sign, turn right, and continue along the river bank to Jumping Creek Reserve car 

park and toilet area.   

At this juncture, there is the option of doing the Nature Walk circuit.  Follow the Blue Tongue Bend 

Track, then veer right at the Number 5 marker.  Follow the orange markers and trail markers numbered 

1 to 11.  At number 11, turn left along a vehicle track to return to Jumping Creek Reserve car park. 

Coffee at Food for all seasons 
 

195 E  Westgarthtown German settlement, Thomastown   

DISTANCE? Mel 8 H5 
Tony Stutterd. Revised March 2015 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1 
Carpooling from Diamond Valley Sports Centre  
 

Westgarthtown is an 1850s German and Wendish settlement located in Thomastown. To reach it from 

Eltham, use the Western Ringroad to drive to the Edgars Road ramp (the turn-off after Dalton Rd at 

Mel 8 F9).  Turn right into Edgars Rd, cross Main St, and continue to Barry Rd. Make a U-turn here to 

back-track S along Edgars Rd to Brookland Grove. Turn left, and proceed along Brookland Gve to 

Gardenia Rd. Turn left, then almost immediately right into Ainwick Cres.  Park here. 

The walk is a combination of viewing a number of historic buildings and using a path along Edgars 

Creek. The following notes indicate the places visited, and a general but not precise description of the 

route. 

1.  Ziebell’s Farm buildings, at 1a Gardenia Rd. Built between 1841 and 1856, this is owned by 

the City of Whittlesea. 

2  The cemetery, on the corner of Gardenia Rd and  German Lane.  Originally reserved in 

1850, this is owned by the Lutheran Church of Australia. Remnants of dry stone walling have 

been recently restored. 

3  The Lutheran Church, in German Lane, adjacent to the cemetery.  This, too, is owned by the 

Lutheran Church. 

4  Maltzahn’s Farm, at 127 Gardenia Rd. Built in the early 1850s, and for long in serious 

disrepair, it was restored by Heritage Victoria in 2001. State government owned. 

5  Wuchatsch’s Farm, at 74 Robert Rd.  To reach this, continue to walk along Gardenia Rd to 

its end.  The farm building is opposite the end of Robert Rd. This is privately owned, by 

descendents of the original settlers – although it may have changed hands very recently. 

6  Siebel’s Farmhouse, at 77 Mount View Rd.  To reach this, walk along Robert Rd, across a 

bridge over Edgars Creek, then turn right into Mount View Rd, and walk about 600m to the 

Siebel building.  Built in 1860, it is privately owned. 

about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/westgarthtown/@-37.6725285,145.0068908,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64f09940bf287:0x4054ef1ca2178e30!8m2!3d-37.6722186!4d145.0069015
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Retrace your steps about 200m to German Lane, and a bridge over Edgars Creek. Turn left here, then 

immediately left again onto a footpath adjacent to the E bank of the creek.  Follow this path along the 

E side of the creek for about 1.2 km.  On reaching Main St, turn right to cross the bridge, then 

immediately right again to follow the opposite (W) bank of the creek. Walk 600m to the path’s end at 

Gardenia Rd. Turn right, and walk about 200m back to the cars in Ainwick Cres.   

* Note: There is one further historic building: the Graff’s Farm buildings, at 1 Thomas St.  Built in 

1870, this is privately owned.  

Coffee at Santina’s Cakes, High St (opposite Thomastown station, end of Main St) 
 

196 E Yarra Bend: Kane’s Bridge to Fairfield Park , Fairfield 
7.5kms 2hrs Mel 2D F8, 44 H4 
Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery**** 
Carpool at Lower Eltham car park 
 

Commences from the carpark in Yarra Bend Road at Kanes Bridge.  From the cars, walk downhill 

along the path above the river opposite Studley Park Boathouse and continue on closer to the river 

around the Bend. The path narrows and eventually leads uphill to a lookout and beyond to join the 

path along Yarra Bend Rd. Turn left onto this path opposite the golf club, walking initially above the 

river and then close to the water. Walk along the river to the junction with Merri Creek. Cross the creek 

to view Dights Falls and the platform constructed in 2012 that allows fish to swim upstream. Retrace 

your steps and re-cross the small  bridge over Merri Creek.  Turn left and walk under the Eastern 

Freeway.  Continue for 250 m along a sealed path to a small bridge on the left that crosses Merri Creek.  

There are two options available: 

Option 1: Continue on the asphalt path and cross Yarra Bend Rd to follow the northern fence line of 

NMIT to Fairfield Park. Descend towards the river via the steps to the left of the Canoe Club and 

Amphitheatre. Turn right at the lowest level and follow the track along the river and under the pipe 

bridge. Stay close to the river, passing under the freeway, until the track leads uphill to the golf course.  

At the top of the short climb turn right and then left around the top of the golf course to once again 

meet Yarra Bend Rd which you can cross and turn left to return to the cars.  

Option 2: Cross the bridge to the western side of Merri Creek.  Turn right onto what is initially a rocky 

path, and then joins the sealed bike path.  Follow these 2 paths for about 1.6km to the large bluestone 

vehicle bridge on Heidelberg Rd.  Turn right to cross Merri Creek, and immediately turn right again to 

follow a sealed path on the eastern side on Merri Creek.  After a short distance, this will take you up a 

series of steps.  Continue on this path to the small bridge used to cross the Merri about 45 minutes 

earlier.  From the Heidelberg Rd bridge to this point is about 1.5km. Now retrace your steps to return 

to the cars.  The last loop can be omitted by walking immediately to the golf house on Yarra Bend Rd. 

§In non-holiday periods, allow 50 minutes to reach Yarra Bend Park from Eltham.   

Coffee at Pantheon, 88 Station St, Fairfield   
 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Santinas+Cakes/@-37.68124,145.0122197,16.46z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64f73271d8367:0xff586848080a3892!8m2!3d-37.6807721!4d145.0135231?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kanes+Bridge/@-37.7929184,145.0099869,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad643a61948cd11:0xa29da82fe9e81dcb!8m2!3d-37.800013!4d145.0096869
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Pantheon+Cakes/@-37.7779025,145.0232513,15.37z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64388f1d680e1:0x4613be9ce97d071!8m2!3d-37.778064!4d145.0181077?hl=en&authuser=0
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197 E  Yarra Bend Park, Dight’s Falls & Capital City Trail, Fairfield   
6.1kms  1¾hrs  Mel 2D F8 and 44 H4 
Updated July 2020  

Surface = 1, steepness = 2, scenery*** 
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park 
 

Commences at the car park adjacent to the north side of Kanes Bridge 

 (reached by turning left into Yarra Bend Bvd, off Heidelberg Rd). Allow 40-45 minutes to reach Yarra 

Bend Park from Eltham. Walk past the toilets on the right, following the track along the river for about 

750m. Walk past the viewing platform and up to re-join Yarra Bend Bvd. 

Almost immediately turn left, and follow the path around the river for about 1 km. Cross Merri Creek, 

using a small bridge, then turn left on a side track to view Dights Falls (only a few metres away). After 

viewing the falls, retrace your steps for a few metres and turn left onto the Main Yarra Trail to follow 

the Yarra River for a further 850m. 

Walk under Johnston St Bridge. Almost immediately, the path divides into two. Take the left (lower) 

fork. The path will take you past the Collingwood Children’s Farm (most of the farm is on the left) and 

the Abbotsford Convent Arts Precinct, which is on the right. On reaching Collins Bridge, ascend the 

steep steps. Cross the bridge. 

Continue straight ahead; you will pass 2 asphalt paths on your right. The second of these is the 

continuation of the main Yarra Trail. The path you follow rises gently, and emerges onto a main road 

(Yarra Boulevard, though not sign-posted here). Cross this road with care, and seek out the earthen 

path on the other side. This will take you into a golf course. Follow the path along the edge of Yarra 

Bend Park and Golf Course for about 1km. When the path drops down to road level, re-join Yarra 

Boulevard. Look for a large road sign that leads to the City, and walk under the Studley Park Rd 

overpass. Cross the road, and pick up a narrow bush path on the left that leads down to the river and a 

car park. A left turn will bring you to the Studley Park 

Boathouse. To return to the cars, walk back to Kanes Bridge. 

Coffee at Boathouse 

198 E  Banyule Flats-Bonds Rd, Main Yarra Trail, Viewbank  
5½ kms 2hrs Mel 32 F2 
Rewritten (reverse direction) March 2021 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1, scenery*** 
This walk is somewhat exposed in nature.  
 
Commences from the car park at Banyule Flats Reserve. 

Walk east to the Main Yarra Trail (MYT). Turn left and follow this to Bonds Road. 

Return to Banyule Flats, and either end there or continue on one of the paths around the lake and back 

to the cars.  

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kanes+Bridge/@-37.7929184,145.0099869,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad643a61948cd11:0xa29da82fe9e81dcb!8m2!3d-37.800013!4d145.0096869
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kanes+Bridge/@-37.7929184,145.0099869,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad643a61948cd11:0xa29da82fe9e81dcb!8m2!3d-37.800013!4d145.0096869
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kanes+Bridge/@-37.7929184,145.0099869,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad643a61948cd11:0xa29da82fe9e81dcb!8m2!3d-37.800013!4d145.0096869
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Studley+Park+Boathouse/@-37.7997509,145.0087576,16.73z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad643a7185e6293:0x8e0944e0e046d5ea!8m2!3d-37.8012766!4d145.0078055?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Banyule+Flats+Reserve/@-37.7481155,145.0867348,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6464eed3854d5:0xf0456760531f060!8m2!3d-37.7481155!4d145.0889288
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199* Mª Bunjil Reserve Circuit, Panton Hill  
7.5kms 2hrs Mel 263 K9 
Tony Stutterd 

Surface = 4, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences at the car park opposite Panton Hill Living and Learning Centre, Bishops Rd.  Walk about 

100m along Bishops Rd to a T intersection.  Turn left here, to enter Bunjil Reserve, taking care not to 

enter private property adjacent to the entrance. The entrance is between properties with the numbers 

15 and 21.  A path of varying width winds through the northwestern section of the Reserve. This is an 

area rich in wildflowers in late Sept/October.  Near the top of a rise, and just beyond the stepping 

stones across Chinaman’s Gully, is a wire fence with tracks off to both the left and ahead.  Rodger Rd, 

which is not visible unless you go beyond the fence, is ahead and at the top.  Rather than walk along 

the road, turn left onto a narrow track; a star picket fence on your right, set about 10m back from the 

road, separates the road from the track. After walking a few minutes on this track, and after a short 

descent, a T junction is reached.  At this point, there are two options, the first involving some roadside 

walking:  

Option 1:  Veer left.  Chinaman’s Gully is crossed almost immediately, after which the track climbs 

steadily.  A relatively steep descent follows, at the bottom of which a second track with a gate and series 

of steps enters from the right; pass this.  Almost immediately Long Gully Creek needs to be crossed; 

after wet weather, this area is muddy, but negotiable.  A short walk between old mine shafts leads to 

Long Gully Rd.  Turn left here, and after walking 800m along the road, turn left into Bakehouse Rd.  

Follow Bakehouse Rd (initially across Long Gully Creek, and then gently uphill), for 1.9km, at which 

point the road divides.  The left branch is Merritts Rd; follow this, turning left at the Memorial pavilion 

on the left, to return to the cars.    

Option 2:  Turn right, and follow the track up to rejoin Rodger Road.  Rather than walk onto the road, 

continue on the track, following the left fork.  Initially this follows a ridge, along which wildflowers 

proliferate in Spring.  It then descends steeply to Chinaman’s Gully. The descent is via a path with sawn 

logs for steps.  At the bottom of the steps, turn left.  The track is initially steep upwards, but then less 

so on the downward side, to a further crossing of Chinaman’s Gully.  At the T junction, turn right onto 

the track located just below Rodger Road.  After passing the point where the track meets Rodger Road, 

return to the cars on the track used at the beginning of this walk. Alternately, on reaching Rodger Rd, 

walk along this road until the main Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews Roundabout is reached.  Turn right, 

and walk to Bishops Rd and the cars. You may notice the other end of Bishops Rd just before the 

roundabout on the main road; if you turn right here, you have a short cut back to the cars.    

 ª Bunjil means ‘Wedgetail Eagle’   

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Panton+Hill+Living+%26+Learning+Centre/@-37.6432499,145.2402145,16.73z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63342428a1fb9:0x731112ea6fb852f8!8m2!3d-37.642864!4d145.24059
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
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200 E Banyule Creek and Rivergum Track, Viewbank  
6kms 2 hrs Mel 32 F2 
Alice Ley 

Surface = 1, steepness = 2, scenery** 
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park 
 

Commences at Banyule Flats Reserve carpark, off Somerset Drive.  Go through to the Main Yarra Trail 

at the end of the carpark.  Turn right, and follow the upper path (ie the Trail), with the Banyule 

Wetlands on the left, and the oval on the right.  After approximately half a kilometre, the Banyule 

Creek comes through on your right, and passes under a small footbridge. Turn right just before this 

bridge, and take the track along the creek, keeping it on your left, until you meet Banyule Rd.  Turn left, 

and proceed up Banyule Rd (ignoring the first Creekbed Reserve sign on the right) until you reach the 

pedestrian lights and a second Creekbed Reserve sign on the right.  Take the path through the Reserve 

until you come to Lower Plenty Rd, then turn back to Banyule Rd.  Cross at the pedestrian lights and 

enter onto the River Gum Track ahead.  Go along the track, cross the road, then continue ahead on the 

path past the former Greening Australia offices on the left.  When you reach an oval, proceed 

anticlockwise around its perimeter until you meet the Main Yarra Trail.  Follow this to the left, 

eventually arriving back at the carpark at Somerset Drive.   

An alternative route back to the carpark is as follows:  After reaching the Main Yarra Trail, continue 

until you reach a building on the left.  Branch off to the right, onto a track past an old farm shed.  

Continue on through several paddocks until you see a well-defined fence line on the left.  Follow this 

fence until you reach the carpark at Somerset Drive.  Shortly before the carpark there is a detour to the 

left through trees; this leads to a slightly elevated lookout, giving a good view over the Banyule 

Wetlands.      

Four Leaves Café, Greville Road, Rosanna 
 

201 E  Macleans to McKimmies Rds, Darebin Creek, Bundoora  
7.5kms  2hrs Mel 9 H 11 
Tony Stutterd 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1 
Carpooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre. 
 

Commence at the Norris Bank Reservecar park in McLeans Road, near the corner of McLeans Road 

and Lauder Drive, Bundoora.  The walk described is about 7.5km in length. 

Enter Norris Bank Reserve from the Lauder Drive end of the car park, turn left onto the gravel path, 

and continue for 150 metres, at which point you will commence a section of the Darebin Creek Trail.  

Turn left (North) when you reach this, and continue along the Trail heading under McLeans Road.  

The Trail continues for about 1.1km alongside Darebin Creek, with the path passing under a foot/bike 

bridge, and then under the Metropolitan Ring Road.  The Trail turns left, and at the top of a rise, 

merges with the Ring Road foot/bike path.  Continue straight ahead on this wide Trail/bike path as it 

runs parallel to the Ring Road. On reaching a high sound wall on the left separating the Trail and bike 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Banyule+Flats+Reserve/@-37.7482875,145.0849725,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6464eed3854d5:0xf0456760531f060!8m2!3d-37.7481155!4d145.0889288
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/FOUR+LEAVES+CAFE/@-37.7467788,145.0683517,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad646437e979b17:0x65d182331235f2ac!8m2!3d-37.746112!4d145.076655?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Norris+Bank+Reserve/@-37.6950269,145.0531182,16.73z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64f4c9c366dbb:0x279f2e947d91c466!8m2!3d-37.6963943!4d145.047535
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path from the Ring Road, the Darebin Creek Trail turns right.  Cross a small foot bridge onto a sandy 

path, and almost immediately pass a lookout over the creek.  As noted on the information board, the 

area around the creek is a habitat of the Growling Grass Frog.  Continue along this path till you see a 

gate on your right (opposite Lira Court, Thomastown). Walk into and through this Nature Reserve to a 

second gate, which will take you back onto the Darebin Creek Trail.  Pass Thomastown East Reserve 

(football oval, cricket training nets, soccer field and tennis courts) on your left, and a little further on 

pass a large water pipe bridge on the right.  Darebin Creek returns to view on your right. Pass through 

the vehicle gate across the path and continue to a point where there is a slight rise to McKimmies 

Road.  Pause here, and, when suitably rested, about turn to go back to the cars. Note that after 

rejoining the Ring Road foot/bike path, care is needed at the point where the path and Darebin Creek 

Trail merge.  Take the left branch (actually the continuation of the Trail) which trends down, and turns 

right to go under the Metropolitan Ring Road. Continue back to Macleans Road, turn right off the 

Trail, and the cars are 150 metres further on.    

 

202 E  CERES to Fairfield, Merri Creek, Brunswick East  
Distance? 2hrs Mel 30 B7 
Tony Stutterd. Updated January 2019 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1 
Carpooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre 
 

This walk is probably best undertaken in school holiday periods, if heavy morning peak traffic is to be 

avoided.  During school time, allow about 50 minutes to drive from Eltham. Commences at CERES  

near the corner of Roberts St and Stewart Street, East Brunswick. Roberts St is off Blyth St, which is an 

extension of Separation St and Arthurton St.  Although parking is limited, space can usually be found in 

Lee St (off Roberts Rd) or in Stewart St.  

Walk to Merri Creek via the winding path through the CERES property. Turn right onto the Merri 

Creek Trail, and walk 1.4km, keeping Merri Creek on your left.  You are now at the sizeable St 

George’s Rd bridge. Continue under this, ignoring the path leading up on your right to the road.  After 

going under the bridge, turn right onto a path that rises steeply to St George’s Rd. At the top, turn right 

and cross the bridge, then right again, such that you will now be walking with Merri Creek on your right 

on what is the continuation of Merri Creek Trail.   

Walk about 450m, and turn right onto a footbridge to cross Merri Creek again. Continue for about 

150m on the path that extends beyond the bridge, ignoring a path on the right which traverses Thomas 

Kidney Reserve. A further 350m brings you to Rushall Station. Continue on Merri Creek Trail for 

about 600m, passing under the High Street bridge. When the trail climbs quite steeply, you have 

reached Heidelberg Road. At this point, about turn. 

For most of the return to CERES, it is simply a matter of retracing one’s steps.  However, a variation is 

possible at Rushall Station.  To do this, cross the bridge at Rushall Station, and walk 150m along 

McLachlan St.  Turn left at Cunningham St to join the Trail after 100m.  Walk 800m to the St George’s 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/CERES+Community+Environment+Park/@-37.7657231,144.9809754,16.73z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6435e295bb43f:0x41761fff9e6748c2!8m2!3d-37.7657843!4d144.9833435
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Rd bridge.  Cross the bridge, and immediately take the steeply sloping path down on the left. This takes 

you back onto the Merri Creek Trail. Return to CERES, for a drink or perhaps lunch.      

203 M Quarry Hills & Granite Hills Parks, Mill Park Lakes  
8.2kms  2¼ hrs   Mel 183 C8 
Tony Stutterd. Updated August 2021 

Surface = 3, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre 
 

Commences from the Hillview Reserve carpark, 100 The Great Eastern Way, Mill Park Lakes.  There 

are several routes to Mill Park Lakes from Eltham.  One way is to join Plenty Rd either from the 

Metropolitan Ring Road, or from Kurrak Rd/ Gorge Rd, then travel North to Gordons Rd. Turn left, 

and drive 1.7km to The Great Eastern Way (a stretch of road all of 800m!).  Hillview Reserve is about 

500m along The Great Eastern Way, on your left. 

On leaving the car-park, cross the road, and walk along Darius Terrace.  There will be parkland and 

water features on your left, and you will pass Lazar Grove and Xavier Way on your right. Cross the 

waterway and walk another 200m, perhaps noting a small shopping precinct on your left. On reaching 

The Lakes Boulevard, cross the road, and continue straight ahead on Armitage Way.  At the end of this 

(a distance of about 400m), is an embankment, which leads into Quarry Hills Park. Walk up the 

embankment to join a gravel track.  Turn right onto this, and join the main track in the park.  You will 

pass a substantial information board and car-park on the right. Continue on this path to what is the 

second lookout (the first is further back on this track), and then walk up to Eagle’s Lookout – the 

highest of the three. 

The track ahead is narrower and rougher; follow this.  When grassy and rocky ground is reached, veer 

right and walk downhill. What used to be open land is now occupied by housing. Turn left, and walk 

300m along the rear of these houses. This will bring you to an easement. Turn right here, and walk 

150m to Palisade Bvd and a reserve with water features immediately ahead. Walk 400m along either 

side of the billabongs via Palisade Bvd, then turn left. Look for an easement and a gravel path straight 

ahead. Pass through a gate, and enter the Granite Hills Park. Follow the path, which trends upwards, 

for about 800m. On reaching a T junction, veer right and down to Topaz Gv.  Continue straight ahead 

on Gordons Rd, through two roundabouts.  Along the way, an education precinct is passed on the 

right, and a Coles supermarket on the left. Gordons Rd continues on the left, while the road ahead is 

now The Great Eastern Way.  Follow this to the cars.   

To leave the Mill Park Lakes area, turn right out of Hillview Reserve, continue straight ahead through 

the roundabout, then turn right into Lakes Bvd. There are traffic lights at Plenty Rd. Turn right here. 

Note: a right hand turn out of the eastern end of Gordons Rd is not possible. 

Coffee at Promenade café, about a kilometre west of the car park  

 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/100+The+Great+Eastern+Way,+South+Morang+VIC+3752/@-37.6467571,145.0837872,14.75z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64bdbef1e5bb7:0x2b0e44c14895d8a4!8m2!3d-37.6419087!4d145.0764008?hl=en-GB
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Promenade+Cafe+South+Morang/@-37.6378422,145.0731219,15.65z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64be6d3e41f4f:0xb6c6014d7e57e4d!8m2!3d-37.637372!4d145.068226?hl=en&authuser=0
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204 E Plenty River and old bridge circuit, Viewbank  
7.7kms 2hrs Mel 32 F2 
Jill Nichols  

Surface = 1, steepness = 3 
 

Commences at Banyule Flats Reserve car park, which is on the right, off Somerset Dve. Leave the 

carpark through one of two gates just beyond where cars are parked.  If you use the east gate (adjacent 

to cars), walk straight ahead to join the main Yarra Trail at a T junction, then turn left at the next sealed 

footpath.  If you use the gate that is adjacent to the Yarra Trail, turn left after going through the gate, 

and follow the Yarra Trail to the second sealed footpath coming in on the left. Turn left here. You are 

now on the Plenty River Trail. Follow this up a moderate incline until it levels out. Walk a short 

distance to Banyule Rd.  Cross the road and follow an unmade path immediately ahead.  Walk through 

open ground, gradually trending downhill. Cross a large pedestrian bridge over the Plenty River, and 

continue on a sealed path almost to Lower Plenty Rd (you will know you are there from the sound of 

traffic ahead, and new building developments on the right)). Turn left here, cross the historic bridge 

and continue along Old Lower Plenty Rd. Turn left into Lower Plenty Rd, go a short distance, then 

turn left into Bannockburn Rd. Go to the end of this road, turn right down a slope with steps and cross 

a footbridge. You now have two options:  

Option 1: turn left onto a grassy area (no path) and walk across open grassy terrain to link up with a 

gravel path.  Turn right onto this, and walk back to Banyule Rd, and then straight ahead on the path 

used on the forward journey.  Turn right off the Plenty Trail and back onto the Yarra Trail.  Almost 

immediately, you are back to the cars.  

Option 2: if the grass is long, walk into Fairbank Way and follow the road around until a left turn takes 

you back onto Martins Lane.  Follow this back to the Plenty River Trail and return to the Yarra Trail. 

Turn right, and almost immediately you are back to the cars.    

 Coffee at Four Leaves Café (Greville Rd) 
 

205* M  Garden Hill, Trail & Bill’s Track, Kangaroo Ground   
8kms  2hrs Mel 271 J/K8 
Tony Stutterd. Updated May 2020 

Surface = 3, steepness = 3 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Commences in Cemetery Rd at Kangaroo Ground Cemetery Park along the fence-line of the cemetery, 

avoiding the entrance gates, or 10m beyond the fence under trees. 

Walk beyond the car-parking area, in a Westerly direction (ie, away from the main road), very slightly 

down-hill. Pass a private driveway on the right (it has a No Through Road notice at the entrance) and 

almost immediately after this go through gate-posts to a grassy track located on both the left and right. 

Although not signed, this is the Garden Hill Trail. Turn right, and proceed in a Northerly direction 

along the grass-surfaced horse trail for 1.2km.  Several farm out-buildings on the right will be passed, as 

well as a dam.  When a large spreading tree is reached, as well as a house and vineyard, descend 

about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/FOUR+LEAVES+CAFE/@-37.7467788,145.0683517,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad646437e979b17:0x65d182331235f2ac!8m2!3d-37.746112!4d145.076655?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+Cemetery/@-37.6878138,145.2337874,14.83z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633ed61752cb7:0xb656ad9eaab3393f!8m2!3d-37.681754!4d145.2369201
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gradually towards Dawson Rd.  On reaching the road, a dam will be visible on the opposite side of the 

road. Turn right, and walk up, then down Dawson Rd for 1km. This will bring you to Kangaroo 

Ground-Yarra Glen Rd.  Cross this busy road with care (the speed limit here is 80kph, and sight-lines 

are not very good). Look for an informal track just above the road, and turn left. Use this narrow, 

single-file track to walk 550m to Bill’s Track. There will be traffic travelling along the main road on and 

below you on the left. Note that this track can be muddy in winter, and after heavy rain. Turn right 

onto unsealed Bill’s Track, and walk about 1.1km; it ends in a roundabout.  

 Retrace the route along Bill’s Track, and turn left onto the path above the road used on the forward 

journey. Pass Dawson Rd, below and on your right.  On reaching Nicholas Lane, continue straight 

ahead, with the low metal barrier on your right. There is no formal track for the first 100m, but it is 

easily negotiated. Alternately, walk on the roadside verge alongside the metal barrier. When the barrier 

finishes, look for the continuation of the informal, single-file track on the left and above Kangaroo 

Ground-Yarra Glen Rd. It is not easily seen from the road, but a clearing in the bushes leads to it. 

There are several branches across this rough track over the next 900m, but these can be skirted without 

difficulty.  When you reach a property entrance there is a farm house off to the right, and a ‘Horse-

crossing-ahead’ sign.  Cross the main road (the sight lines are good here), and use the wide grassy verge 

on the right to walk the 400m back to the parked cars.  

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground 

206 E Graham Rd-Pretty Hill Trail, Kangaroo Ground  
6.4kms  1¾hrs   Mel 271 B10 
Tony Stutterd. Alternative added April 2016 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2 
 

Those walkers wishing to avoid the uphill, gravel section of the walk, park on the verge of Wattle Glen 

Road (MEL 271 D9), approximately 20 minutes after the starting time and join the main group as they 

exit the Graham Road Trail at this point. Continue with the main group to Lorrimer Road and return 

to your cars.  

Commences at the Western end of Graham Rd, adjacent to the former Eltham Tip.  Proceed along the 

signed track around the boundary of the Wycliffe Centre, following the fence line on the left, then 

across the footbridge.  Track continues uphill – at certain times of the year flanked by long grass.  Turn 

left at Wattle Glen-Kangaroo Ground Rd, proceed 400m (with the possibility of long grass again), then 

turn left into Hillview Ct.  At the end, a horse trail becomes Pretty Hill Lane, and ends at Lorimer Rd.  

If there is time, and the chance to extend the walk, turn left at Lorimer Rd, and continue to the 

transmission lines or beyond to the junction of Lorimer. Reynolds and Orme Rds. An alternative 

extension is to turn right at the Lorimer Rd-horse trail corner, and continue towards Kangaroo 

Ground-Wattle Glen Rd.  How far you go along this section of Lorimer Rd will be dependent on time 

available.   To return to the cars, follow the same route via the horse trail and Graham Rd Trail 

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Graham+Rd,+Kangaroo+Ground+VIC+3097/@-37.6891759,145.2044969,15.65z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6341df638eb33:0xf41e5eca52907df4!8m2!3d-37.6900335!4d145.2103325
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
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207 E  Merri Creek: Newland Rd to St Basil’s Homes, North Coburg  
6.2kms  2hrs Mel 17K10   
Tony Stutterd. Updated March 2019 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1 
This walk is somewhat exposed in nature.  
Carpooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre 
 

Commences from the car park off Newlands Rd 150m North of the intersection of Murray and 

Newlands Rds.  The car park is on the western side of Newlands Rd.  To reach this, use either Plenty 

Rd and Murray Rd, or alternately the Edgar Rd exit of the Western Ring Rd, then Mahoneys, Hughes, 

Massey, Edwards and Newlands Rds (for the latter, use Melways maps 8 and 18).  The walk: follow the 

footpath on the eastern side of Lake Reserve until the first footbridge adjacent to the toilet block is 

reached.  Cross Merri Creek via the footbridge, then follow the trail under the Carr St bridge.   Walk 

past Parker Reserve, then on to St Basil’s Homes near Sahara Way.  When passing the homes, follow 

the path veering to the right as it does a loop to start the return walk via the same route.   

Coffee at Boot Factory (Pentridge) 

208 E  Blackburn Lake Sanctuary circuit, Blackburn  
6.2kms 1¾ hrs Mel 47 H11/12 
Surface = 1 steepness = 1, scenery**** 
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park  
 

Commences at the Blackburn Bowls Club carpark, Pakenham Road, Blackburn. Suggested route from 

Eltham:  From Williamsons Rd, turn left into King St, and then right into Victoria St – the latter 

eventually becomes Middleborough Rd.  At its junction with Canterbury Rd, turn left; Pakenham Rd in 

the second on the left.  The Bowls Club is on the right hand side, just before a narrow bridge.  Allow 

30 minutes. 

From the northern side of the carpark look for Blackburn Creek Lands Reserve information sign, and 

take this track to the right.  Continue until you reach Main Rd.  Cross over and continue on the other 

side of the road through Reserve until track ends on Heath St near corner of Blackburn Rd, and walk 

to the right until you reach Jeffrey St.  Turn into Jeffrey St, and walk the length of the street.  Turn 

right, and walk along Lake Rd towards Sanctuary entrance opposite Haley St.  If wished, you can turn 

right into Naughton St, and on the left hand side, look for an easement that runs between the houses 

and eventually exits back on Lake Rd near Haley St.  Cross to other side of Lake Rd, and enter 

Sanctuary.  For a Figure Eight circuit of the Sanctuary, start off on Lakeside Circuit, and then take first 

turning on the right – Wattle Walk – ignoring any left hand turns, and walk until you reach a T junction 

with Fire Break Trail at the eastern boundary of the Sanctuary.  Turn left, and continue on this track 

past play area and local school.  Keep on this track, and eventually cross bridge.  Again, keep left, after 

crossing another bridge, turn left into Lakeside Circuit, which now hogs the west side of the lake.  

Follow this track alongside the lake with its many viewing areas until you reach Friends Bridge; here, 

bear right and up hill to the Visitor Centre.  The latter has information and toilet facilities.  From the 

Centre, walk across grass to the children’s playground and look out for Melaleuca Walk, which is 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Newlands+Rd,+Coburg+North+VIC+3058/@-37.7351404,144.9717119,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad644d8b2c6ceab:0x68446dec0915fdf3!8m2!3d-37.7256542!4d144.9742764
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/The+Boot+Factory/@-37.7381065,144.9668008,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad644c9af1841bd:0xd326d99459d293c6!8m2!3d-37.7378018!4d144.9689196?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Blackburn+Bowls+Club/@-37.8258207,145.1396988,16.73z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63f59b4f84025:0x47026ea8af997f0b!8m2!3d-37.8268533!4d145.1409619
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behind and just to the right of the play equipment.  Follow Melaleuca Walk, and cross two small 

bridges.  Walk until you reach Lakeside Circuit again, turn right, and follow Lakeside Circuit down to 

the Lake Rd entrance Haley St.  Turn right, crossing Lake Rd, and walk until you reach Naughton, 

Jeffrey or Alandale Rds.  Turn left, and walk until you reach Blackburn Rd.  Turn right, walking to 

Furness St.  Turn left and follow the track to the entrance to Creek Reserve.  Turn right, and follow 

creek on your left back to the cars.   

Coffee at Gourmet Girl, Laburnum  

209* M  Couties, Koos  and Kings Rds, Panton Hill   
8.3kms 1½ hrs Mel 271 K2 
Tony Stutterd. Updated April 2020.  

Surface = 3, steepness = 3 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences at the end of the sealed Couties Rd.  Walk back towards Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews 

Rd for about 500m. Look for the notice-board on the left for Yirrip Reserve (50 Couties Rd). Enter the 

Reserve via the gate, and with a wire fence on your left continue straight ahead for 100m. When the 

fence makes a 90º turn to the left, follow the fence-line up the hill to the stand of trees with dark, 

almost black, deeply furrowed trunks - the Red Ironbark trees, after which the Reserve is named*. The 

top of the hill is fenced off (but with a stile). Use the fence past the stile as a guide to walk about 100m 

around to the Eastern boundary of the Reserve; the views from this vantage point are especially fine. 

Retrace steps for 100m, and veer left to descend the steep hill to a sometimes swampy area at the 

bottom. Sandstone rocks provide an easy crossing point if the ground is damp. Follow the informal 

path straight ahead and up for 50m along the Western boundary of the Reserve, and look for a 

noticeboard and gate on the left into Felix’s Wildflower Walk. Enter this small Reserve, and follow the 

informal path down to a small watercourse, and then steeply up for about 20m. A gate leads out of 

Felix’s Wildflower Walk opposite property number 100 King’s Rd) to King’s Rd (no sign-post). Turn 

right here, and walk up the gentle gradient of King’s Rd to a point where Koos Rd comes in sharply on 

the right. Turn right here, and walk down Koos Rd, past a property with a drive lined with deciduous 

trees, and on to a gate leading back into Yirrip Reserve. This is a good place to pause for refreshment. 

Walk through the gate, and again enter the Felix Wildflower Walk. As before, walk through to the gate 

at King’s Rd. This time turn left, and walk to the end of Kings Rd. Turn left (the signpost indicates to 

Couties Rd), and walk down the steep embankment (30m) to cross a culvert, then veer left and up 

along the grassy (but sometimes muddy)  easement back to the cars in Couties Rd. (300m)          

*‘Yirrip’ means ‘Red Ironbark’ – a variety of eucalyptus with the botanical name Eucalyptus 

sideroxylon.  Coffee at Kangaroo Ground 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Gourmet+Girl+Cafe+%26+Catering/@-37.8212143,145.1379931,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63f5418b11cc5:0x78e57cdc48535c03!8m2!3d-37.821333!4d145.141779
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Couties+Rd,+Panton+Hill+VIC+3759/@-37.6635948,145.2300985,15.85z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633818f3a8a39:0xdf7e149b8bc2d425!8m2!3d-37.6619498!4d145.2327945
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
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210 E Janefield section of Plenty River, Bundoora  
7kms 2hrs Mel 10 F10 
Tony Stutterd. Updated September 2020 

Surface = 3, steepness = 2 

Commences at the grassy parking area near the corner of Eastgate Dve and Collendina Crescent, off 

Collendina Cres, and about 50m from the Eastgate Dve corner. Drive into Collendina Reserve,, and 

park on the left. The section immediately behind the houses has a small notice indicating parking is not 

allowed in the section on the right. 

From the cars, walk into the Plenty Gorge Park through a gate, and follow Pipeline Track (with houses 

on your left) until you reach a concrete path.  Continue straight ahead on the wide earth road.  A very 

fine stand of eucalypts will be on your right.  The road descends gently, then more steeply.  On the way 

down, you will see paths off to the left and right. At a point when the old Pipe Bridge across the Plenty 

is clearly in view, look for a path off to the left.  Turn left here onto what is RAAF Track; it will lead 

you through thickets of burgan (Kunzia). When a wide, rough road enters from the left, continue 

straight ahead. 

 Continue to follow RAAF Track; it widens out as it meanders both up and down hill.  Ignore any 

turnings or trails off on either side, and keep on this track for several hundred metres until it climbs up 

a short, steep slope to a grassy area.   Continue on this path until you come across the remains of an old 

fire hearth on your right. After another fifty metres or so, you will reach Cobb & Co Track. You can 

either use this point as a refreshment stop, or turn right onto Cobb & Co Track, which is an old stony 

road, steeply down until you reach the Plenty River.  Along the way, look to the right for excellent 

views of the river and gorge.  At any point, retrace your steps back to RAAF Track. 

Follow Cobb & Co Track. This will either mean turning left, if you haven’t walked towards the river, or 

continuing straight ahead, if you decided to walk towards the river. Walk until you reach a wide 

concrete path  This is the path seen near the beginning of the walk.  Turn right onto the path, and 

follow this past a housing estate and associated landscaping for as far as you wish.  You can cut off a 

few bends along the way, if you wish. The path eventually leads through to the old Janefield site, and 

University Hill housing estate.  

At some point along the way, about turn, and follow the concrete path back to where it began – the 

fine stand of eucalypts on the Pipeline Track. Turn right along the grassy path, with the housing still on 

your right, and return to the parked cars. 

Coffee at Caffeind (Apollo Parkways)  

212 E  Koonung-Bushy Creek, Box Hill  
9kms   2¼hrs  Mel 47 F6 
Tony Stutterd. Option added January 2018 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1 
This walk is somewhat exposed in nature.  
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park 
 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Collendina+Cres,+Greensborough+VIC+3088/@-37.6889042,145.0881855,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad648fe5e86db01:0x8152a89d54d8b822!8m2!3d-37.6889085!4d145.0903742
https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/Caffeind+apollo+parkways/@-37.6883507,145.1065382,17z?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
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Commences from the roundabout at Dorking Rd and Wimmera St, Box Hill North.  Proceed in a NW 

direction (towards the city) along Bushy Creek, initially parallel to and north of Wimmera St.  Cross 

Station St (not sign-posted here), and proceed to Woodhouse Gv via the path through Memorial Park.  

Cross Woodhouse Gv, and look for the continuation of the trail diagonally to the right.  Walk to Elgar 

Rd  (again not sign-posted), cross the road, and walk to the junction of Belmore Rd and Elgar Rd.  

Enter Elgar Park here, and follow the path which runs alongside Elgar Rd for 350m.  Turn left, and 

follow the path here called Koonung Creek Path, and which runs beside the Eastern Freeway. Sound 

barriers considerably reduce the noise from cars and trucks, making walking more pleasant than might 

otherwise be expected.  Follow the path to Doncaster  Rd (about 1.8km). Continue along the underpass 

to a small picnic area and toilets.  To return to the cars, simply follow the route in reverse.  

 Coffee at Middleborough Café (Kerrimuir shops). 
   

213 M% Duffs and Red Shirt Gully Rds, Panton Hill west loop  
5.6kms  1¾hrs  Mel 264 A4 
Tony Stutterd. Updated October 2020 

Surface = 4, steepness = 3 
Carpooling at ELT 

Commences at the T junction of Duffs Rd and Halley Rd, located at the Northern end of Halley 

Road.  Duffs Rd on the Melway map is discontinuous, but an easement makes it possible to join the 2 

sections.  Cars can be parked on the road verge alongside a home that was the former Duffield Winery, 

or under a large eucalypt on the opposite side of Duffs Rd. With the house in Duffs Rd on your left, 

walk East along Duffs Rd, immediately passing on the left an easement heading North. Walk downhill 

(about 600m) to a point in which a wide driveway on the left enters, and the road on which you are 

walking becomes a driveway straight ahead.  Immediately before the driveway there is a short section of 

brown wooden fence on the left, followed by a wide gap. Proceed through this gap and you will be in 

the Duffs Road easement. This is private land, but EEWG members have permission to follow the 

easement. 

 Continue along /up the easement until you reach the recontinuation of Duffs Road, and then continue 

along the shady lane with houses on either side to the intersection with Goldman’s Rd. Turn left into 

Goldmans Rd (not sign-posted), and after about 8-10 minutes walking, turn left into Bellfields 

Rd.  Walk along Bellfields Rd for 2km (about 30 minutes). At the bottom of the hill (the western end of 

Bellfields Rd), pause near a water tank in the shade of eucalyptus trees for a snack and drink.  Now turn 

left into Red Shirt Gully Rd, and walk about 1km along this broad road. The track leading back to the 

cars can be very difficult to see, and is down a steep embankment. There are 2 tracks on the left-hand 

side of Red Shirt Gully Rd. Don’t take the first one, which is very steep, and traverses private property. 

As a guide to finding the one you need, the track is on the left when Red Shirt Gully Rd rounds a right-

hand bend. If you notice an elongated dam, then a broad entrance to a property on the left, then a very 

steep road (Major Rd) on the right, you have gone too far. Turn left down the steep embankment, and 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.8070796,145.1299344,16.46z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Rubix/@-37.8088073,145.1380858,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad638a857671a9f:0x5ca3d124bd742093!8m2!3d-37.808815!4d145.140294?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Duffs+Rd+%26+Halley+Rd,+Panton+Hill+VIC+3759/@-37.66086,145.2440812,13z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7ccb35980813d:0x4f9510fbb22bf31!8m2!3d-37.625081!4d145.2422651?hl=en-GB
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follow the narrow track. To reduce the risk of slipping on loose stones at the beginning of this track, 

keep to the grass. If you encounter boggy conditions near the end of the narrow section, walk along the 

embankment at the top of the dam (located several metres off to the right). The section comprising the 

last couple of hundred metres back to the cars is on a broad road (the western end of Duffs Rd). 

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground 

214 E  Fawkner section of Merri Creek, Fawkner  
7kms 2hrs Mel 7 J11 
Tony Stutterd. Updated May 2017 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1 
Carpooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre 

Commences at the end of Birchwood St, Fawkner.  To access this, use the Western Ring Road, leaving 

it at Sydney Rd (not the Hume Freeway exit).  Turn left into Sydney Rd, and, after 250m, left again at 

the traffic lights into Anderson Rd.  500m along Anderson Rd, the third left is Birchwood St.  Drive to 

the end of Birchwood St and park here. From the turning circle at the end of Birchwood St, look for 

the path on the left side. Walk about 50m to a T junction with the Merri Creek Trail.  Turn right onto 

the trail, and walk along the West bank of Merri Creek ie Merri Creek will be on your left.  After 1km, 

the path divides: take either fork, as they rejoin shortly afterwards.  A similar bifurcation occurs after 

another 150m: again, follow either the upper or lower fork.  When the paths re-join, walk a further 

800m-1km. Between the start of the walk and this point, you will have passed 2 bridges on your left. 

Use the third bridge to cross Merri Creek to walk on the East bank; no decision has to be made here, as 

the Trail will automatically takes this route. Merri Creek is now on your right, and there will be factories 

above you on the left. The fourth bridge reached is a small grey structure, and located in a small valley. 

Immediately ahead is a moderately steep section of about 20m in length. At the top of this rise, you are 

back on the West bank, with the rooftops of the St Basil’s Homes in the distance. This can be a suitable 

place to stop for a break, and can be the turning-round point. Retrace your steps, perhaps using the 

alternative paths where the Trail divides.                                                                                         

Coffee at B&B Café (next to K Mart, cnr Sydney & Mahonys Rds) 

216 M Kings, Glenvern, Cracknalls Rds circuit, Panton Hill   
6.5kms 2hrs Mel 271 K2 
Tony Stutterd. Updated February 2016 

Surface = 4, steepness 5 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Park at the end of Couties Rd.  Note that the turn-off from Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews Rd onto 

Couties Rd can be difficult to see.  Coming from Eltham, Couties Rd is the first turn-off on the right 

after passing Dawsons Rd.  It is about 2km further on from Dawsons Rd on the crest of a small rise. 

Begin the walk by turning left into a private driveway for 30 metres, then immediately right.  There is a 

signpost indicating it is 300m to Kings Rd. Proceed along the grassy easement to King’s Rd, taking care 

not to twist an ankle in the many hoof-prints from horses that also use this trail. Turn right into King’s 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6925061,144.9637658,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/B%26B+Caf%C3%A9/@-37.6904058,144.953791,13.63z?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
about:blank
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Rd, and proceed up the gently sloping hill for about 1km, and passing the turn-off to Koos Rd on the 

right. Turn left into Dawsons Rd, proceeding down, then up, then down again until reaching Glenvern 

Rd on the left. Dawsons Rd is sealed, so where possible use the informal path on the left between King 

and Glenvern Rds.  

Turn left into Glenvern Rd.  After 300m, rather than continue straight ahead, take the left fork of 

Glenvern Rd, which heads steeply downhill to 2 dams; the gravel surface can be slippery, so where 

possible walk on the narrow grassy verge.  Continue straight ahead when the road ends; a gate here is 

usually open. The informal track through the easement is initially flat, then trends upwards mostly 

following fence lines. There is quite a lot of overhanging vegetation along the track, but there should be 

no difficulty is discerning the route. Near the top of a rise, and at the end of the adjacent fence, the 

track joins Butler Cres (no sign post, but you will see a farmhouse on the right, and the road heading 

uphill on the left).  Turn left into Butler Cres, and walk to Alma Rd (again, no sign-post).  Turn left 

onto the path which runs parallel to Alma Rd, and after 200m left into Cracknells Rd.  Proceed to the 

end of the road, then take the track (part of the Green Wedge Trail) on the right.  Initially this heads 

down, with a dam on your left, over a culvert, then up quite steeply.  When the track levels out, veer 

right. It will take you through to Couties Rd and the cars 

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground  
 

217* E  Bluehouse and Howards Roads circuit, Panton Hill  
5kms  1½ hrs Mel 264 F9 
Tony Stutterd. Updated October 2018  

Surface = 3, steepness = 3 
Carpooling at ELT  
This walk can be made an ‘M’ walk by taking some of the steeper tracks within Yanggai and Boomers 
Reserves. 
 

Commences at the bridge across New Chum Gully, at the intersection of Long Gully, Broad Acres and 

Motschalls Roads.  Access can be via several roads, with Bakehouse Rd providing a substantial section 

of sealed surface.  Parking is available in an open area adjacent to a large watertank; we have been asked 

to leave clear access to the watertank, in case of fire.  

Walk across the road intersection to the right hand side of the bridge. From the base of the bridge, and 

after using the stepping stones, follow a narrow track North; Wimbi Reserve will be on your left.  After 

approx 600m, a steep section leads down to a muddy pool, while a fire access road (Howards Rd) will 

be seen rising quite steeply on the left. Stay on the narrow track, on high ground, for a further 40-50 

metres.  Rather than continue straight ahead on the slightly rising track, veer left down to a road.  With 

the muddy pool behind you, veer slightly right to walk along the gently rising gradient of Bluehouse Rd.  

Yanggai Reserve, then open grassland, will now be on the left.  After a short distance, a driveway and 

then a minor road can be seen on your right.  Ignore these, instead veering left on the continuation of 

Bluehouse Rd, and walk to a point which is just before a T junction with the main road. This is 

Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews Rd. Now look for a narrow track on your left that will take you into 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6398777,145.2590325,17z


 82 

Boomers Reserve.  This track runs parallel to and just below Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews Road on 

the south side, and can be used for c500m.  Eventually, a track enters from the left.  Ignore this, instead 

following a grassy track back on to the main road (take care here, as the grassy track can easily be 

missed).  Use the main road for a further c500m, then turn left into Howards Rd.  Walk past a vineyard 

on your right, and at the end of the road, descend to cross what is occasionally a muddy section of a 

creek bed.  Ignore the muddy road on the left, and instead climb up onto the bank ahead. Turn right 

onto a narrow track - the track used at the beginning of the walk alongside Wimbi Reserve (now on 

your right) - and return to the cars just beyond the bridge.    

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground 

218*M Sugarloaf Reservoir to Calwell Rd Christmas Hills  
9.2kms  Mel 273E8 
Tony Stutterd. Updated Nov 2018 

Surface = 2, steepness = 3 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Commences at the Saddle Dam Picnic Area, Sugarloaf Reservoir. To reach this point, travel along 

Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd to Simpson Rd in Christmas Hills. Turn right here, if coming from Eltham, and 

continue for 4km, passing Ridge Rd on the left, then through the Reservoir Entrance Gate, and past 

the turnoff on the left to Ridge Picnic Area. Continue across the Spillway. Turn left, and drive to the 

Saddle Dam Picnic Area, the turnoff for which is on the left. Drive past the pavilions and park on the 

left, facing the water.  

Walk the few metres to the road, turn right, cross a small spillway, then walk along a path that follows 

the water’s edge. On reaching the main spillway, follow the road (or verge) downwards towards the 

Winneke Treatment Plant. There are substantial gates leading into the plant, and the area beyond the 

gates is off-limits to the public* 

To the right of the Winneke Plant entrance, look for a management vehicle road beyond a low pole 

barrier gate that leads into the Warrandyte-Kinglake Conservation Area. Follow this, initially uphill. On 

a downhill section, the road divides. Walking straight ahead leads to a dead-end, so instead continue 

downhill by veering right. Simply continue along this broad management vehicle road, with occasional 

glimpses of the Maroondah Aqueduct on your left. On reaching a second pole barrier gate, with Calwell 

Rd and a residential property below an embankment on the right, you have reached the half-way mark. 

Pause here for a snack.   

Return via the same route to the cars. 

*Note that a loop can be walked close to the Treatment Plant entrance. Look for a road opposite the 

Winneke Treatment Plant gate. Follow this for 750m. Return the same way to the Treatment Plant 

gates. This might be walked on the forward route, and the main walk not extended to Calwell Rd, but 

the ‘turn-around’ point chosen along the way.  

Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, not Mondays, not milkshakes) or Kangaroo Ground 

 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Saddle+Dam+Picnic+Area/@-37.6810882,145.2483036,13.21z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63285fde40319:0xf04567605329440!8m2!3d-37.6802583!4d145.3029228?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Dark+Horse+Cafe,+Wine+%26+Produce/@-37.6729457,145.2515322,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633a72763e44b:0x9e72702027e24b11!8m2!3d-37.6699085!4d145.2544871?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
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219* E Hawkstowe Park, Morang Wetlands, South Morang  
7.2kms 2hrs  Mel 183 J7 
Tony Stutterd 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery***** 
Meet at Diamond Valley Sports Centre  

 

Commences at the car park at the the Le Page Homestead in the Hawkestowe Park. To access the park 

turn right off Plenty Road into Gordons Road, then first left and then right following the signs to Le 

Page Homestead. 

From the car park follow path up the hill to the homestead. Pass between the homestead and the farm 

buildings and walk down the hill towards the path at the right-hand end of the water. Head up the 

grassy slope towards a gate on the opposite side. Go through the gate and turn left onto a gravel road. 

Follow this road to a T intersection and turn left (signs indicate Morang Wetlands) – continue along 

this road to a T intersection then turn left. When this road forks, take the right-hand fork, and continue 

to follow signs to Morang Wetlands. Turn left at a gateway into the wetlands area. Continue along the 

track veering left. At the next junction veer left following the sign to the Ridge Track. This follows the 

left-hand edge of the dam. Continue past the exit gate 5 sign. This section may involve 2 water 

crossings (planks) in order to continue. After a very slight ascent and descent there is a crossroad – go 

straight across, following the signs to the Ridge Track. This track will eventually loop around and the 

fence will be on your left as the path turns. Continue until a T intersection – turn left onto a gravel 

road.  Continue on this road until just past the Morang Wetlands/Ridge Track signpost; there is an 

orange arrow indicating a right turn to lead back out of the Wetlands area. After passing through the 

gates, turn left and continue on the gravel road until a road appears on the left – turn left (sign indicates 

Nioka Bush Camp). Cross a chain road barrier then turn right. Walk a short way down, then turn right 

through a gate. Head down the grassy slope towards the water- turn right at the track and follow this 

track back to the car park. 

Note : There are toilets at the Homestead     

220* M The four Panton Hill Reserves, Panton Hill 
7kms 2hrs Mel 264 E9 
Vera & Harry Snelders, Tony Stutterd. Updated July 2020 

Surface = 4, steepness = 4 

Carpooling at ELT  

 

Commences in a parking bay near a water tank and bridge, both of which are located close to where 

Long Gully, Broad Acre and Motschalls Rds meet. In parking, be sure throughout the year to leave 

room for fire-trucks to access the water-tank. 

From the base of the bridge over New Chum Creek, follow the formed track that runs along the east 

side of Wimbi Reserve for a distance of about 750m. At a point where Howards Rd (on the left) and 

Bluehouse Rd (on the right) meet in a series of intermittent puddles, look for a track directly in front of 

you, midway between these roads, and which runs north through Yanggai Reserve. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6363265,145.098737,15.65z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
about:blank
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After about ½ km of moderately steep gradient, this track forms a T with an old fire access road; turn 

right, and walk through Boomers Reserve to Bluehouse Rd, ignoring, along the way, a minor track 

coming in from the left. At Bluehouse Road (not sign-posted), turn left, and after a short distance look 

for a track on the right that runs between two properties, the first of which has the street number 27 on 

an old post. The second property has the number 15, and you have gone too far if you walk past 

Property no 15. The 1½ km track that you now follow was rerouted in 2010, and though narrow is 

clearly defined. It now hugs the north-western boundary of Bulwidj Reserve, traversing two gullies 

before rejoining the original path through to Clintons Rd (and opposite Smith Gully Rd). Turn left at 

Clintons Rd (again, not sign-posted here), then left again onto the main Kangaroo Ground-Saint 

Andrews Rd. 

At Bluehouse Rd, turn left and and walk initially on a road flanked with houses, and then on what is a 

fire access road. Ignore roads or property entrances coming in from the left. At its lowest point, 

Bluehouse Rd can be muddy, but this can easily be side-stepped. The road rises slightly over about 20 

metres. Here, look for a narrow track on the left, rather than follow Bluehouse Rd to the point where it 

meets Howards Rd. You are now back on the track that traverses Wimbi Reserve, and this will lead you 

back to the cars. 

•The Aboriginal names given to three of these Reserves have the following meanings:  

Wimbi = Swamp Wallaby, Yanggai = Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo, Bulwidj = Box Tree. 

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground 
 

221*E Hargreaves and Harvey Roads, Steels Creek  
7kms 1½hrs 4km beyond Mel 266 K1 
Kaye McRae, Tony Stutterd. Updated February 2015 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2 

Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences at the corner of Greenwood Lane (continuation of Steels Creek Rd) and Hargreaves Rd, 

4km beyond Melway 266 K1 

Note that there are no toilets in the vicinity of this walk     

To reach the commencement of the walk, turn left off the Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd into Steels Creek Rd.  

Drive for about 8 minutes, passing Pinnacle La on your right.  Continue on, noting Old Kinglake Rd 

veering off to the left.  The bridge that crosses Jehosaphat Creek is just beyond this road, as is Hunts 

La, which will be on the right. Continue past the tennis courts located on your left, and also Lawrence 

La and Mt Slide Rd, also on the left.  At this point, Steels Creeks Rd becomes Greenwood Lane. 

Continue along this. Hargreaves Rd will be on your right. 

The walk: Walk along Hargreaves Rd.  Turn left into Adams Lane, and walk to its end (a gate and 

private property). Reverse, and return to Hargreaves Rd.  Turn left into Hargreaves Rd, pass Sewell Rd 

(the location of the Steels Creek Estate Winery), and proceed to Harvey Rd. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6056851,145.3797067,12.4z
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Turn left into Harvey Rd, and continue to the end; the road peters out in bushland.  Return via the 

same route.   

Coffee at Yarrawood Winery   (Call ahead with numbers: 9730 2003) 
 

222 M Hochkins Ridge Flora Reserve/Candlebark Walk, Croydon North  

DISTANCE Mel 36 K8 
Kaye McRae, Tony Stutterd. Updated August 2017  

Surface = 3, steepness 3 

Carpooling at ELT  

  

Commences near the corner of Holloway and Neuparth Rds, Croydon North. To reach Holloway Rd 

from Eltham, travel first to Warrandyte, then the length of Jumping Creek Rd. Turn right into Brushy 

Creek Rd and eventually right into Holloway Rd (one road back from Exeter Rd). Street parking is 

close to the NE corner of Hochkins Reserve, either along Holloway Rd adjacent to the Reserve (either 

side), or in Neupath Rd 

Look for the gate about 100m West of Neupath Rd, and which provides access to the Reserve. Go 

through the gate onto a gravel path, and turn right. Walk about 100m along this path past a path off to 

the right, and continue a further 100m to a second path on the right. Follow this path to a gate, which 

leads to an open grassy area. Cross the grassy area, using the gravel path along the raised embankment 

of a retarding basin, which is on your left. Turn left at a T junction of another gravel path, and walk 

past the rear of houses on your right, as well as a small water feature with rocks. The path veers right, 

and emerges onto an unmarked road.   

Cross the unmarked road (Nangathan Way), walk along Alford Rise, and continue into the grassy 

easement.  This joins another unmarked road (Power St); follow it by turning left and walking 50 

metres.  At the next intersection, the road curves round to the right, and in front of you is an easement.  

Turn left here into unmarked Barnard Cres, ignoring the inviting-looking easement (this easement is 

not a thoroughfare, becoming overgrown and marshy at its end).  Pass Kyle Place on the left, and at the 

T intersection turn right into what is Knee Lane (the sign might suggest it is Barnard Cres. After 100m 

walking along Knee Lane, there is an easement on the right; enter this via a gate (located at the bottom 

of a short steep embankment) and walk up the moderate slope (past the marshy easement on the right) 

to rejoin Power St. - a narrow street with traffic calming devices.  Cross over and walk through the 

short easement that veers to the left. 

You are now at a major road - Yarra Rd.  This might be a good place to cross this busy road. Turn 

right, and walk to an easement on the left just before the 40kph School Zone. Turn left into the 

easement, and walk through the gate, noting a small pumping station on the right. Walk about 100m 

along this wide easement. Look for an above-the-ground pipe (on the right), and a partly concealed 

asphalt path on your left. Rather than continue on the gently rising easement, turn left onto the asphalt 

path.  Cross Patterdale Ct and Eskdale Dv (neither sign-posted) and use the gravel path straight ahead 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Yarrawood+Estate/@-37.6334799,145.3860115,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d387055703f9:0x24e78f65aa5262!8m2!3d-37.634575!4d145.396547?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
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to reach a T junction.  At this point, you begin a circuit of Candlebark Lake.  Turn right, and use either 

the lower or upper path.   Cross a bridge, veer left when the path forks, and take a few minutes break 

when the benches are reached. 

Continue to circle the lake, crossing a small bridge on the way, and ignoring paths off to the right. On 

reaching a sealed footpath T junction, veer left to cross a small bridge. Continue on the path for a few 

metres, then turn right onto a path which has paling fences along the left side.  The path curves around, 

and meets an unmarked road (Bowness Ct) and a sealed footpath. Veer right onto the footpath, passing 

a playground on the right. After a short distance up a rise, turn left off Bowness Ct into Langdale Dve, 

(no sign-post)  Pass Derwent Cl and Eskdale Dv on the left, and at the next road - Layfield St - turn 

left.  Once again, cross busy Yarra Rd, and look for the easement used on the forward journey (it's 

almost immediately in front, just a little to the left).  Retrace your steps along easements back to the 

open grassy area close to Hochkins Reserve, which will be on your right. 

Turn right to walk across the retarding basin embankment and towards the trees in Hochkins Reserve; 

look for a gate immediately beyond the retarding basin that will take you into the Reserve.  Follow the 

narrow track for about 40m, and then turn right onto the main path in the Reserve. Simply follow this.  

At a point where another path comes in from both directions, make a sharp left turn here, and walk up 

a moderately steep incline for about 150m. Just below the highest point in the park, there is a sign 

indicating the track immediately ahead has been closed (to reduce erosion).  A ‘dog-leg’ to the right 

takes you onto a grassy track.  There is a gradual descent, with the Hochkins Reserve bush on the left, 

and houses (and very good views) on the right.  At the bottom of the hill, a road and broad gate will be 

visible to the right. Take the first exit on the right, through the small gate; the cars will be in the 

immediate vicinity.   

Coffee at Food for all seasons 

223 M  Oxley Bridge and Watsons Creek, Bend of Isles   
5.5kms   Mel 24 G1 
Tony Stutterd. Revised January 2019, reviewed July 2020 

Surface = 5, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

To reach the starting point, follow Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd for about 1.25km, passing along the way the 

Kangaroo Ground Tower.  Where the road veers left, turn right into Henley Rd, and drive to Oxley 

Bridge, passing Carters La, Nicholas La and Calwell Rd on the left. Continue beyond Oxley Bridge for 

250m. There is a clearing at the top of the rise, and sufficient room on the left for several cars. 

To commence the walk, proceed to the broad gate and drive way on the left. This is the eastern 

boundary of the Warrandyte-Kinglake Nature Conservation Reserve.  Cross the fence (over or under), 

and head along the north-south boundary. For the first 50 or so metres the driveway will be 

immediately on your right. Initially, you will be traversing a grassy slope, then walking through a small 

patch of tough-leaf sedges, and up to a solitary dead tree. Throughout this and the following section 

follow a series of old fence posts, which will be on your right. Walk towards thick scrubby bush 

about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
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running E-W. Look for a safe place to cross the very small stream coming from a dam out of sight up 

to the right.  The first 10m after crossing this stream can be very muddy. Now head steeply up and 

through the thick Kunzia bush to the transmission lines.   

Here, you have 2 options: 

Option 1   Turn left, and follow a broad grassy track down to the main track which runs parallel to 

Watsons Creek; turn right, and continue for a further 1.3km to a gate and Calwell Rd. 

Option 2   Turn right, and follow an old farm road round to the left and up a moderately steep slope. 

This will bring you to the Maroondah Aqueduct. Follow the fence-line through to Calwell Rd. Turn 

left, and walk down Calwell Rd to the Watsons Creek bridge.  Pause here for refreshment.  

Turn left, cross the bridge over Watsons Creek (Mel 272 F10), and head up the moderately steep 

Calwell Rd.  At the top, cross Maroondah Aqueduct; at this point the aqueduct becomes an 

underground water course. Again, walk under the transmission lines, turning left into Henley Rd.  

Cross the road, and use the narrow verge (with care, as Henley Rd carries a fair amount of traffic) to 

walk down the moderately sloping road.  At Oxley Bridge, continue walking along and up Henley Rd. 

The cars are parked between Catani Bvd and the start of the walk.   

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground 

224* M% Full and Plenty Creek circuit, Steels Creek  
6.5kms  2¼hrs  Mel: 4 km beyond Mel 266 K1 
Kaye McRae. Reviewed July 2020 

Surface = 5, steepness = 4, scenery*** 
Carpooling at ELT  
Note that this walk involves climbing over or under two fences. 
 
Commences at the end of  Full and Plenty Track. To reach this, drive the full length of Steels Creek Rd 

to the point where Steels Creek Rd becomes Greenwood Lane. Turn left here into Mt Slide Rd, and 

travel a further 600m past Full and Plenty Rd, to an area where there is sufficient width in the road to 

park (which will be close to the Chambers Ridge Track).  

Retrace steps along Mt Slide Rd to Full and Plenty Rd.  Walk to its end. There are two properties here 

with gates – one immediately ahead, and one on the right. Use the horizontal timber palings adjacent to 

a padlocked gate to cross into the property on the right. EEWG has permission from owner Andrew 

Collard (tel 0429 191 364) to enter the property.                                                                                                                         

Take the right-hand gravel road /driveway that leads towards a steep hill. The Collard home and a 

small dam will be on the left. At a point where a road enters from the left, turn here, and walk up a 

moderately steep incline. Take either the first or second tracks to the right. Both commence with a 

sharp turn. The first track provides a slightly longer, but more sheltered walk. Whichever track is 

chosen, turn sharply right, and continue to climb.  After a short distance, swing left onto the track 

along the ridge; the countryside opens up, so that there are 360-degree views.                           

Continue along the road (ignoring tracks to the left and right) to an old gate and fence immediately 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.5685319,145.378823,16.19z?hl=en
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ahead; the gravel road that has been followed to this point continues on to the left and steeply down; 

ignore this.  Instead, climb over the gate into lightly timbered regrowth that followed the 2009 

fires.  For the next 200m it is a matter of looking for and following a very faint track through the 

saplings and over fallen logs.  The track leads to a gravel road on the left and right. Turn right here. 

Follow this for about 1km as it wends its way both down but mostly up.  This 4WD road is heavily 

eroded in places. The road levels out for the last 100m or so, and leads to a sharp bend in the Mt Slide 

Rd.  Pause here for refreshment.   Turn left, and walk about 4 km down the broad, well graded Mt Slide 

Rd. to return to the cars.                

Contact details for permission to enter the property: Andrew Collard (tel 0429 191 364)                

Coffee at Yarrawood Winery   (Call ahead with numbers: 9730 2003) 

225* M Old Kinglake Rd to Mt Everard, Kinglake NP, Kinglake  
7.2kms 2hrs Mel X910 P 12  
Surface = 4, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Commences from the car park at the corner of Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd and Old Kinglake Rd, 

Mountain Rush Junction            

Travel to St Andrews. Past St Andrews, drive along the Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd for c9km, initially 

passing Buttermans Track, then Wild Dog Creek Rd on the right. For the next 10 minutes, you will be 

travelling along a narrow, winding section. With no obvious signs, you will reach Cookson Track on the 

left, and a small car park and water tank on the right.  This is the corner of Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd and 

Old Kinglake Rd (named Mountain Rush Junction) – an intersection that is easily missed.   If you find 

that you have reached the wire fence bordering the road on your right, you have just gone past the car 

park you need. Do a U-turn, about a kilometre further on. The walk commences from this small car-

park with the water-tank. 

 The walk from Old Kinglake Rd to Mt Everard and beyond is along a wide management- vehicle 

track.  This walk takes in the first 3.6 km of the road.  From the car park and water tank, walk through 

the gate, and follow the sign to Mt Everard.  This rises gently for the most part, though there are level 

sections, and a descent at one point. At the 3.6 km mark, a T junction near Mt Everard signals that you 

have reached the commencement of Bundy’s Track.  This may be a suitable point at which to retrace 

your steps. In Spring, fine stands of grass-trees (Xanthorrhoea australis) and flowering plants are 

evident. 

Coffee at St Andrews GS 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Yarrawood+Estate/@-37.6334799,145.3860115,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d387055703f9:0x24e78f65aa5262!8m2!3d-37.634575!4d145.396547?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://goo.gl/maps/JHjeimrY1dFLNMq38
about:blank
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226 E  Watery Gully Rd, Wattle Glen  
5½ kms 1¾ hrs    Mel 271 F5 
Updated April 2017 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2 
 

The walk commences at the corner of Kangaroo Ground/St Andrews Rd and Watery Gully Road 

Walk along the gravel path in Watery Gully Rd, crossing Flat Rock Rd to Thorns Rd. Walk down 

Thorns Rd to Valley Rd. Return the same way. Some hilly gradients.  

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground  

 

227* M Gills Road circuit, Watson’s Creek  
8.3kms  Mel 272 E3 
Tony Stutterd Updated September 2016 

Surface = 3, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT  
 
Commences about 250m along Gills Road (previously Old Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd), which is just off 

the main Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd, and about 1.1km beyond the Dark Horse café (Watsons Creek). Park 

here, at the top of the road’s curve.  

Walk back a few steps to the unpaved section of Gills Rd, and turn right here.  Walk down to the 

bridge over Watson’s Creek, continuing on along an almost level road, then up a gradual rise.  At about 

the 700m mark, go through a Parks Vic gate, and walk through a reserve on a gravel road to a further 

gate to Turnang Road. Turn left here, and follow the road downhill to a T junction.   

A path of yellow crushed stone, with a small culvert is on your right.  Follow this for 2.3km.  This is a 

section of the Green Wedge Trail, and is a part formed gravel and part earth track.  At the point where 

the trail intersects with Bakehouse Rd on the left, and the Southern arm of Motschalls Rd on the right, 

turn right up the moderately steep Emergency Access Motschalls Rd. At the T junction,  you are 

rejoining  Turnung Rd (not sign-posted).  Turn right into Turnung Rd.  After 900m, Turnung Rd veers 

right.  Instead of continuing on this road, walk straight ahead. You have rejoined the narrow track used 

on the forward journey.  After walking 300m, you are back onto Gills Rd.  Follow Gills Rd back to the 

cars.   

Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, not Mondays, not milkshakes) or Kangaroo Ground GS.  
 

228 E Diamond Creek-Murray Wetlands  
6.4kms 1½ hrs Mel 11 K6 
Updated March 2017 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1 

 

Meet at the car park near the corner of Main Rd/Chute St and Diamond St (alongside the toilet block).  

Leave this, crossing the playing field to the Diamond Creek Trail. Turn right and follow all the way to 

the Wetlands.  

On the way back, some time after crossing Allendale Rd, turn right from the main trail, at the Baseball 

grounds. Walk past a playground and picnic area, crossing a bridge over the Diamond Creek.  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6754026,145.2123828,14.56z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6649221,145.2644155,17.75z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6649221,145.2644155,17.75z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Dark+Horse+Cafe,+Wine+%26+Produce/@-37.6729457,145.2515322,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633a72763e44b:0x9e72702027e24b11!8m2!3d-37.6699085!4d145.2544871?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6736213,145.1527125,17z?hl=en
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Continue upstream until you see another new bridge on your left. Cross this, returning to the cars.  

Coffee at Nillumbik Cellars 

 
229* E Happy Valley Track, Christmas Hills  
5 kms  1¾ hrs  Mel 265 A11  
Bert Fine, Helen Watson. Re-written November 2019  

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery ****  

Carpooling at ELT  

This walk begins in Clintons Rd, just in from the corner of the Kangaroo Ground-Yarra Glen Rd.  Car 

park is on the left.  Walk across the road, passing an impressive gate on the left, onto a bush path.   

Continue along the path with the creek on your left, crossing the creek on a broken concrete causeway. 

You will come to Happy Valley Track, where you turn left.                                                                                              

Walk as far as you like, then return the same way to the cars.  

Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, not Mondays, not milkshakes) or Kangaroo Ground GS. 

230* M% Hargreaves property and Dixons Creek circuit, Dixon’s Creek   
6.2 kms 2:15 North of Mel 267K 
Updated March 2020. Kaye McRae 

Surface = 4, steepness = 5 
Carpooling at ELT 

Note. The owners of the former Hargreaves property are Rebecca Wyten and partner Peter. The 

owners’ initial concern was that rusted barbed wire was widely scattered, and could be a hazard. Since 

their acquisition of the property in 2015, much of this has been cleared. However, caution should 

continue to be exercised, as there are patches of wire at ground level, as well as several fences to be 

negotiated. The owners have been given an assurance EEWG has adequate insurance through BWV.  

To reach the starting point, travel the length of Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd. Turn left onto Melba 

Highway.  At the roundabout, veer left, following the Yea sign.  Pass several wineries, Dixons Creek 

Primary School, and the Dixon’s Creek Café at Hunts Lane corner.  Pass Steels Gate Winery and 

Sutherlands Winery on the right. Now look for a minor unmarked road on the left leading to property 

no 2029 Melba Hwy. This is a loop of  Melba Hwy, and if you miss it, the section of the loop is 100m 

further on, again on the left. Turn into this unmarked road, and park here. The N section of 

Hargreaves Rd with an open gate will be on the left, and the original Hargreaves home immediately in 

front.                                                                                                                                                 

From the car parking area, walk about 100m along the loop. About 20m from the exit back onto Melba 

Hwy, look for a Parks Vic gate on the left heading up onto a wide management-vehicle road. Follow 

this. Pass a grassy track 300m from the start and veering off on the right.  The road continues upward 

for 1.9km to a gate about 50m on the left.  A sign for Brocks Spur Track and another for Banksia 

Track into Kinglake NP will be seen off to the right.  Rather than take these, turn left through the 

remains of a gate (it was destroyed in the 2009 fires).  You are now on privately-owned land. Proceed 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Nillumbik+Cellars/@-37.674045,145.1512553,16.73z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63608559e71a3:0x7725f4a6f0a5b8c4!8m2!3d-37.6724324!4d145.1511792?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6536786,145.2954578,13.21z?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Dark+Horse+Cafe,+Wine+%26+Produce/@-37.6729457,145.2515322,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633a72763e44b:0x9e72702027e24b11!8m2!3d-37.6699085!4d145.2544871?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
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along the ridge for about 2km, walking between young trees that have grown up beside the track. Go 

around a gate, and stay to the left of a wire fence on the ridge.                                                       

Shortly after passing the highest point, there are logs and a wide grassy area.  This is a good place to 

stop for a drink.  Turn right here, again with the fence on your right.  Shortly after beginning the steep 

descent, you will need to climb through the wire fence.  To avoid slipping on this steep descent, it is 

best to keep to the grassy areas on either side of the cleared area where possible.  Pause occasionally to 

take in the excellent views. When almost at the bottom of the incline, you reach an informal farm 

road.  Turn left here, and follow this, rising slightly, for a short distance to a gate. The gate is usually 

locked, and the fence on either side may be electrified. Either climb over the fence, or use a very wide 

gap in the fence to the right of the gate to climb through – but do so with care. In the section that 

follows, there are several trees that have fallen across the road. The first of these needs careful 

negotiation, as several branches and a tree trunk are involved. However, it is quite manageable. This 

informal road widens out and becomes Hargreaves Rd. Veer left. The section which follows initially is 

through thick scrub on either side, then through more open terrain, and descends to a house on the left 

(2029 Melba Hwy), and two recently constructed homes on the right.  Walk over a grid, pass the homes 

on the left and right, and continue straight ahead. At the end of Hargreaves Rd, you are back to the 

parked cars.  Coffee at Yarrawood Winery   (Call ahead with numbers: 9730 2003) 

231 E Mill Park Lakes (near Quarry Hill) Mill Park Lakes 
7.6km  2hrs   Mel 183 C8  
Surface =2, Steepness = 2 
Carpooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre  

 
The walk commences at Hillview Reserve car park, 100 The Great Eastern Way, Mill Park Lakes.  On 

leaving the carpark, cross the road, and walk along Darius Terrace.  There will be parkland and water 

features on your left, and you will pass Lazar Grove and Xavier Way on your right. Cross the waterway 

and walk another 200m, perhaps noting a small shopping precinct on your left. On reaching The Lakes 

Boulevard, cross the road, and continue straight ahead on Armitage Way. Walk up the embankment to 

a grassy track. Turn right and follow the lower path that follows the eastern edge of the path with the 

houses on the right. Follow this track to Swamp Gum Gully car park. Follow the track northwards to 

Eagle Lookout for about 15 meters then take an indistinct track to the right, which takes you back to 

the fence line. Follow this along to a formal/gated exit at Highpoint Drive. Cross here and go down 

Joeys Run to the greenbelt/wetlands. Turn right and walk along the right hand  (western) side of the 

lakes. Follow this greenbelt track, crossing several roads until you get to Jardier Terrace (bus stop sign). 

Cross this and now take the path on the eastern side of the creek.   Continue along the track to Darius 

Terrace; take a left turn along Gabriel Terrace and then back on to Darius (heading east). This will take 

you to The Great Eastern Way and the cars 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Yarrawood+Estate/@-37.6334799,145.3860115,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d387055703f9:0x24e78f65aa5262!8m2!3d-37.634575!4d145.396547?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
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232* M Lorimer and Watery Gully Rds, Wattle Glen  
7kms  2hrs Mel 12 J9 
Tony Stutterd. Updated Nov 2021 

Surface = 3, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Take the Ingram’s Road exit on the left at the roundabout near Research shops. Ingram’s Rd becomes 

Orme Rd and then becomes Lorimer Road at the intersection with Reynolds Rd. Continue along 

Lorimer and park on the verge in the cleared area under the transmission lines. 

Walk in a Northerly direction for 700m along unsealed Lorimer Rd, or along the verge. 

At this point, there are two alternatives: 

Option 1: Just past 14 Lorimer Rd, look on the right for a break in the fences; this easement is the 

Pretty Hill Horse Trail.  Turn right here and follow the horse trail for about 300m. As you walk this 

section, there will be a house on your left with the property boundary defined by a wire fence, the top 

wire of which is covered with white plastic. At the end of the property boundary the same type of fence 

extends for a further 20m to a chain placed at right angles across the horse trail. These 20m represent 

the width of an easement that goes through to Pretty Hill Lane. Turn left at any point along these 20m 

and go through the fence (the wires are quite loose, so it’s easy). Proceed ahead100m, initially down a 

gentle slope, then through an improvised wire fence, then up a moderately steep rise for about 200m. 

The easement is quite narrow here, and you can exit through a gap in the fence on the left onto Pretty 

Hill Lane. There are houses on either side. Walk 500m down this moderately steep road to Kangaroo 

Ground-Wattle Glen Rd and turn left. This is a busy road with an 80kph speed limit, so care needed. 

Turn left, and cross the road at any point that is safe. Use the verge to walk 600m to a rough service 

road off to the right, which runs parallel to the main road, and is opposite Lorimer Rd. 

Option 2: Continue 1.7km along the unsealed Lorimer Rd as it at first gradually then moderately 

steeply descends to Kangaroo Ground-Wattle Glen Rd.  Cross this busy road at this point, and look for 

a rough service road on the left which runs parallel to the main road. 

Regardless of which option is chosen, use the service road (actually the start of Watery Gully Rd) to 

walk 200m down to Watery Gully Creek. On most days it will be easy to cross the ford. If the water-

level is too high, continue along Kangaroo Ground-Wattle Glen Rd to the driveway entrance to 

property #145. Use this to cross the creek. Look for an informal path on the right to walk through to 

Watery Gully Rd. Either continue straight ahead if you were able to cross the creek, or turn left at this 

point. Walk 550m up the moderately steep rough surfaced road to Thorns Rd, which is on the left. The 

next 1.6km traverses much more gentle gradients, though there is one short section that is quite steep.  

While walking this section, look for a place to stop for refreshment. 

On reaching Jones Rd, turn right and walk 1km down a moderately steep gradient to re-join Kangaroo 

Ground-Wattle Glen Rd. Turn left onto the verge, and walk 900m up a moderate gradient to Hillview 

Ct, which is on the other side of Kangaroo Ground-Wattle Glen Rd. At any point over this 900m, look 

for a section with good sight-lines to cross the road. Walk along sealed Hillview Ct for 550m to the end 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6858314,145.1801932,15.65z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6858314,145.1801932,15.65z?hl=en
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of the court. A poplar-lined drive into a property will be on the right. Use Pretty Hill Horse Trail to the 

left of this property; there is a chain across the entry point. Follow the grassy trail for 700m to its end. 

Turn left onto Lorimer Rd, and retrace your steps 700m to the cars. 

Coffee at Café Z (Research) 
 

233 E Everard Drive to Pound Bend, Warrandyte  
6.1kms  2hrs  Mel 23 C12 
Vera Snelders. Amended April 2018, options added December 2018 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery**** 
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park.  
 

Park and begin the walk from Tarooma Reserve in Everard Drive, Warrandyte. Walk up to Everard 

Drive, turning right up the hill. Pass the entrance to Pound Bend Park on your left. Continue straight 

ahead along the small track to the right and alongside Pound Bend Road (or use the road itself), for 

about a kilometre, until you reach the T Junction with the Tank Track (signposted). 

Here you can stop for a drink break and decide upon one of the following three options: 

Option 1: Simply retrace your steps to the cars for a short flat walk. About 6 kilometres. 

Option 2: Turn right to continue uphill on the Tank Track. Follow this undulating and uneven track as 

it loops back to finish across the road from the Park entrance. Walk back down Everard Drive to the 

parked cars in Tarooma Reserve. Also about 6 kilometres. 

Option 3: For a longer walk (2 hrs) turn left and cross the road, go through the gate marked 

Maintenance Vehicles Only, past the office on your right, the nursery on your left (there is a toilet 

here). Bear right, staying on the gravel path downhill. Keep on this path (ignoring a track to your right) 

until the path eventually bears left across open grass land with the river on your right hand side. Follow 

this shady path until a fence stops you going further, then cross to your left up a short incline where 

you will join the Pound Bend river track. Turn to your right to go back along the path by the river to 

the Pound Bend Tunnel. When you reach the car park, toilets and picnic grounds near the tunnel you 

can either walk up the road or continue a little further and climb up the steps to reach the main gated 

entrance to the Park. Here, turn to your right and walk down Everard Drive to the parked cars in 

Tarooma Reserve. About 7 kilometres. 

Coffee at The White Owl, Goldfields Shopping Centre 

 

234 E  Yarra Flats to Burke Rd, Heidelberg   
6kms 1½ hrs Mel 32 B6 
Surface = 1, steepness = 1 
This walk is somewhat exposed in nature.  
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park  
 

Commences at the car park in Yarra Flats Entry Rd off The Boulevard, Heidelberg.  Enter near the 

corner of Banksia St.  Take the main track through the park, which begins at the car park and 

information board. Ignore the first right turn and continue until you reach Burke Rd.  (about 2.7 km). 

Then turn to face the way you have come. You will see a narrow track on your right. Follow this, 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Cafe+Z/@-37.703968,145.1775513,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63658c56c6ded:0x54ad76d04f98286!8m2!3d-37.703968!4d145.17974?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Taroona+Reserve/@-37.7429994,145.2083109,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6373ef1d63629:0xd3da7f3191704d1b!8m2!3d-37.7423177!4d145.2072741?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Goldfields+Shopping+Centre,+Warrandyte+VIC+3113/@-37.7480663,145.2093826,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63740e4065047:0xc624a2a3045eb9e7!8m2!3d-37.7476734!4d145.2074521?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Yarra+Flats+Entry+Rd,+Eaglemont+VIC+3084/@-37.761,145.0718073,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad646f3841d7699:0xccc07800b82f9314!8m2!3d-37.7619966!4d145.0745217
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staying on the paths closest to the river (except for 2 towards the end of this loop which are VERY 

steep). You will eventually come back onto the main track. Follow this for about 500 meters until on 

your right there is an entry through a fence. Follow this track in a loop. It brings you out only about 50 

meters from where you went in through the fence.  From there, follow the main track north until you 

get to a Heidelberg School picture entitled “Near Heidelberg, 1890”, by Arthur Streeton. Take the track 

near here eastwards towards the river then walk along the track beside the river until the track turns 

north and you should come out, after about 1km, on the main track close to the car park. As these 

narrow tracks can get quite muddy it is best to take a pole on this walk in wet weather. 

 

235 E Croydon Hills Lakes, Croydon Hills  
5.5kms 1½ hrs  Mel 36 H9 
Vera Snelders. Extended September 2019 Ian Burns 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery*** 

Car pooling  at ELT 
 

Drive to the Yarrunga Community Centre Barwon Ct., Croydon Hills.  Toilets in Centre.                   

Find the path just behind the Centre, turn left and begin a circuit of Yarrunga Reserve. Towards the 

end of this circuit take the track north to Croydon Hills Drive. Cross this street and go slightly uphill to 

a playground where you turn left and begin the circuit of Candlebark Walk. When you get to the end of 

the lake, cross the bridge and continue along the track until it brings you back to Croydon Hills Drive. 

Repeat in a clockwise direction. Turn right and head back to where you crossed the road to enter this 

Reserve (the playground will be on your right). Cross the road and do another circuit of Yarrunga 

Reserve, going anti-clockwise this time until you get back to the Community Centre and the cars.  

Coffee at corner of McAdam Square and Plymouth Road, Croydon Hills, next to 7 Eleven 
 

237 E Yarra River walk, Warrandyte  
6½ kms  1½hrs   Mel 23 C12 
Revised October 2021. 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2 

Park and begin the walk from Tarooma Reserve in Everard Drive, Warrandyte. Walk up to Everard 

Drive, turning right up the hill. Take a short break at the top before returning to Tarooma ReserveWalk 

through the reserve to the Yarra and follow the trail upstream to the bridge. 

Return the same way. 

Coffee at Warrandyte Food for all seasons 

238 E Queenstown Cemetery, Smiths Gully to St Andrews, Smiths Gully  
5kms 1½ hrs Mel 264 G3 
Surface = 3, steepness = 2 
Carpooling at ELT.  
 

Begins at the car park opposite the Queenstown Cemetery and adjacent to the Peter Franke Reserve, 

Smiths Gully. Walk through the gate and along the track until you cross the creek on large stepping-

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/76-86+Croydon+Hills+Dr,+Croydon+Hills+VIC+3136/@-37.7733764,145.270631,18.17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6306265388a35:0x5490a7f2c701b59b!8m2!3d-37.7733026!4d145.270869
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Plymouth+Rd+%26+McAdam+Square,+Croydon+VIC+3136/@-37.7809834,145.2628078,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad630805d1f3061:0x19032dfc354cc0b!8m2!3d-37.78293!4d145.268544?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Taroona+Reserve/@-37.7429994,145.2083109,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6373ef1d63629:0xd3da7f3191704d1b!8m2!3d-37.7423177!4d145.2072741?hl=en
file:///C:/Users/Family/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/Food%20for%20all%20seasons
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Queenstown+Cemetery/@-37.6204296,145.2721394,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7cd210ff4ab8d:0x82f68cb815b3a24f!8m2!3d-37.6204523!4d145.2737506
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stones. Follow the trail along Old Caledonia Gully until Black Cameron Rd. is reached. Turn left and 

walk into St. Andrews. You can add some time to the walk by walking around St. Andrews before 

returning to the cars the way you came.  

Coffee at Smiths Gully Cafe  
 

239* M   Dodd Street and the Flora Reserve, St Andrews     
7kms 2hr 15mins    Mel 394 K8    
Tony Stutterd. Updated Oct 2022 

Surface = 5, steepness = 4     
Carpooling at ELT.  
 

Note: Coming armed with secateurs would be helpful to cut back any overhanging plants. .It is thought 

very few walkers traverse the gully section of this walk, resulting in a lot of undergrowth and fallen tree 

limbs. 

Commences from the corner of Buttermans Track and Caledonia St (Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd), St 

Andrews.  After driving through St Andrews, turn right into Buttermans Track, and immediately park 

on the verge on the left side.  

Cross Buttermans Track, and after about 20m turn right into Pindari Rd.  Walk 250m along Pindari Rd, 

then turn right and walk up Dunstone Rd for 100m. At its end, is a private property with a metal gate.  

Follow the informal track immediately ahead for 100m; there is a row of pine trees and a lily pond on 

the right along the fence, the latter being constructed of star pickets and chicken wire.  After 100m, the 

fence makes a 90 degree to the right, and heads towards the main road in St Andrews. Rather than 

follow the fence line, you continue straight ahead for150m, with a Flora Reserve on your left, and 

houses and the sound of traffic travelling along the main road on the right.  

You reach a point where the main track veers distinctly to the left.  Do not follow this any further. A 

scarcely visible track continues slightly to the right; there is a small pile of stones at the foot of a large 

tree on the right, and small branches on either side to indicate this minor track. Follow this minor track 

and work your way down the gully, but veering left all the way down. You will need to cross several 

fallen saplings or more substantial branches along the way. About three-quarters of the way down the 

narrow informal path you will see another track entering from the left. Veer right here, and continue 

down a moderately steep slope for about 30m.  Care is needed, as loose debris can make it slippery. At 

the bottom of the gully, or just beyond it, turn right and follow the line of the bottom of the gully. The 

first 20m of gully itself is a confusion of fallen logs, and requires careful negotiation; this is the reason it 

is suggested you look for a slightly clearer area a couple of metres above the gully floor. Quite quickly, 

you emerge onto a defined path, with short treated-pine poles placed across the path to act as steps. 

Follow this path for c150m, to emerge on a broad gravel-covered path, and a Parks Vic sign. Turn left 

up this path to just beyond a house on the right and a large Cherry Ballart tree. At this point, the path 

narrows. There is a star picket fence with loose wires on the left., and the first of several fenced-off 

areas This path traverses a section of the Flora Reserve and 200m along merges with Dodd St. In 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Smiths+Gully+Cafe/@-37.6208794,145.2610133,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6485b6ccfe9b9:0xa44a4c53c52a845c!8m2!3d-37.6205817!4d145.2626729?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
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Spring, this Reserve is exceptionally rich in orchids /flowering plants, and considered one of the best 

remnant areas in the outer-urban area of Melbourne. 

Turn left into Dodd St, and follow this for about 1.2km.  You will pass Wilma Gve on the left, where 

Dodd St makes a 90 degree turn to the right.  You will also pass Bramwells Rd on the right – a road 

with two turning points. 

On reaching Brens Rd, turn right for 100m, and then turn into Cants Creek Rd on the left.  Cants 

Creek Rd descends gradually. At the end of Cants Creek Rd, an unsigned T junction is reached. Turn 

left here, and very soon you will be on Salters Rush Rd. Veer left, and walk along this broad road.  You 

will pass Ginnivans Rd and Rifle Range Rd on your right.  As the road veers to the left, the gradient 

increases to a moderate degree.  At the top, you will be at the junction of three roads (Buttermans 

Track, Kennedy Rd and Dodd St) and several private entrances.  This is an appropriate place for a 

drink and rest either on the bus-shelter seat, or on a number of well-placed rocks.  Several mosaics are 

at one property entrance. 

Veer left into Dodd St.  This time, you will be following Dodd St for about 2.3 km, during which time 

you will pass Brens Rd and Bramwell Rd on your left, and Wilma Gve on your right. As you begin to 

descend Dodd St, look for the track into the Flora Reserve that you followed at the beginning of the 

walk; the path, which runs parallel to the road, is raised above the drainage line on the road, and a pile 

of bricks may seem to impede access to the path (they don’t). In making the return walk along the Flora 

Reserve track, the sequence is as follows. A picket fence is on your right; where the wire and picket 

fence ends, ignore a path veering left; you will again pass a Cherry Ballart tree on the right, opposite a 

house on the left; the path will descend gradually down to a point where asphalt roads can be seen off 

to the left and ahead. At this point, look for a Parks Victoria sign on the right (the notice is pointing 

away from you, so keep an eye out for it. Follow the path that heads off sharply to the right; there are 

small drainage poles every 2 or 3m along it. When you enter the gully, forge ahead for about 30m, 

despite the fallen braches across the track. Turn left when you see a track. You are now back to the 

original minor path you used to descend into the gully. On the way up, veer left, or continue straight up 

the hill. Turn or veer left onto the broad gravel track. This track eventually brings you onto Dunstone 

Rd. Make a left turn into Pindari Rd, and a left turn onto Buttermans Track to return to the cars.    

Note: This walk is covered by 3 Melway maps: 394, 365 and 264. 

Coffee: St Andrews General Store 

 

240 E Phipps Crescent, Diamond Creek  
5kms  1¼ hrs Mel 12 C7 
Surface = 1, steepness = 2 
Shorter version of Walk 166  
 

Commences about 100m up Phipps Cres, after turning right off Main Hurstbridge Rd. turn left down 

Chapman Street and walk to the end of this street to find a laneway on the left which leads down across 

Ann and Ward Streets to Jessamber Court and then on to Bishop Avenue. Cross Bishop Avenue 

https://goo.gl/maps/67a4a8Qkb5fFRUCQ6
about:blank
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diagonally and go through the little playground.  Now turn right in Parkway where it is uphill for a very 

short distance. Look for the Parkway entrance on your left and once on the path it is downhill towards 

the main Hurstbridge Road.  Turn right and follow the grass track close to the fence line along the 

main road  - continue following Main Road (using the many grassy areas where possible) until you 

reach the entrance to Ellis Cottage.  Walk to and around Ellis Cottage and when ready, return to the 

cars by simply retracing much of your path back to the Phipps Crescent roundabout. Turn left into 

Phipps Crescent and the parked cars (some moderate hills; 60-75 minutes).  

Coffee Nillumbik Cellars  

241 E Lower Eltham Park-Westerfolds Park, Eltham  
7kms 2hrs Mel 21 H10/11 
Amended April 2019 

Surface = 1, steepness = 2, scenery*** 
Meet near the toilet block in Lower Eltham Park.  
 

Follow the path up the hill onto a boardwalk that curls around to the left.  Turn left into Homestead 

Rd and follow this road until you turn right towards the river.  Cross the bridge to the Main Yarra Trail 

(which runs beside Petty’s Orchard) and immediately turn right along a bush track.  Alternatively, walk 

up the hill and then follow the road to the right.  Either way will take you to the carpark at the canoe 

ramp, adjacent to the Fitzimon’s Lane bridge.   

Continue under the bridge, entering Westerfolds Park.  Just beyond the bridge, either continue along 

the main (concrete) path to the Observation platform, or go onto a bush track on your right (just 

beyond a Parks Victoria sign).   

The bush track will take you beside the river (poles desirable if it’s been wet), back to the concrete path, 

then back onto the dirt track to re-join the concrete path, then continue to the viewing platform for 

refreshments and admire the view.  Return the way you have come.  

Coffee at Teapot Café 

242* M% Osborne, Wallace, Dean and Skyline Rds circuit, Christmas Hills  
5.6kms 1¾hrs Mel 266 F9 
Kaye McRae. Revised April 2014, June 2019, Dec 2021 

Surface = 4, steepness = 4 

Carpooling at ELT  

 
Commences from the corner of Skyline Rd and Osborne Rd, Yarra Glen. Look for a track alongside 

and slightly above Osborne Rd (located on the South side, and on the corner with Skyline Rd North), 

and follow it for 800m. Be careful when using the track, as it is bordered in parts with a sedge or matt-

rush known as Lomandra; it is easy to catch a foot in this, and to fall. At a point where you reach a 

driveway (possibly property #160), leave the track and return to the road. Turn left, and proceed along 

the side of Osborne Rd a further 600m; unfortunately, the road doesn’t have a verge, so care needed. 

https://g.page/NillumbikCellars?share
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7339602,145.1372899,16.19z?hl=en&authuser=0
about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Osborne+Rd+%26+Skyline+Rd,+Yarra+Glen+VIC+3775/@-37.6432355,145.3537951,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d2e0d72a2c21:0xd378a7cfeaab74ab!8m2!3d-37.6422909!4d145.3536077?hl=en
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On reaching Deans Rd, turn right. The first 150m section of Dean Road is steep. At the top of the rise, 

continue along Dean Rd for 600m.  

At Buttermans Track (no sign), turn left.  Despite its name, Buttermans Track is a sealed connecting 

road between St Andrews and Yarra Glen, so keep to the verge on the right such that you are aware of 

on-coming traffic. After 300m, Wallace Rd enters from the right.  Cross Wallace Rd, and look for an 

informal track on the right that will take you into bushland.  Follow this track for about 400m to a 

broad, grassy road-like section on the right and left; beneath this is a high-pressure gas pipe-line 

running through to St Andrews. Cross this and again pick up the informal track. After c400m, the track 

meets another informal track coming in on the left and right. Veer left here. The track though narrow 

in places is always clearly visible. A large fallen tree may need to be walked around along the way. Just 

after the fallen tree, the bush thins out, and a small dam can be seen ahead on your left.  Leave the 

track, veering left onto an open grassy area. Stop here for a break. 

To re-join the track, begin walking uphill towards a property; after about 25m the informal track you 

lwere following before the refreshment stop will be seen on the left and right.  Turn left here, and 

follow this track for 400m. In this section, there are many plants of the Lomandra matt-rush on both 

sides of and across the track; walk through it with great care, so as to avoid falling. Poles are useful to 

push it aside. 

On reaching a wide vehicle track, turn sharp right and walk up the moderately steep incline, passing 

through the grounds of Darren Bennett’s property at the top. Turn left onto Wallace Rd, and after 

about 500m turn right into Skyline Rd. After about 350m, you will see Buttermans Track enter from 

the right, and a further 300m brings you back to the Mt Wise / Osborne Rd intersection, and the 

parked cars.    

Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, not Mondays, not milkshakes) or Kangaroo Ground GS. 

243* E  Watsons Creek Track from Marshalls Road, Kinglake NP, Kinglake (short version) 

DISTANCE   Mel 265 J1 

Surface = 3, steepness = 3 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Commences from the Kinglake National Park gate at the end of Marshalls Rd, Smith Gully. To reach 

Marchalls rd, drive through St Andrews, and turn right into Buttermans Track. Marshalls Rd is 5 km 

from the northern end of Buttermans Track, 20m past Rising Vineyard. Turn left into Marshalls Rd at 

the water tank, and proceed 1 km.to the end of the road.  Do not park in front of the emergency access 

gate.  

Proceed through the barrier gate, and the sign-posted Watsons Creek Track is immediately to the right. 

Walk as far as you wish before returning. 

Coffee at St Andrews GS  

 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Dark+Horse+Cafe,+Wine+%26+Produce/@-37.6729457,145.2515322,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633a72763e44b:0x9e72702027e24b11!8m2!3d-37.6699085!4d145.2544871?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Watsons+Creek+Track,+Christmas+Hills+VIC+3775/@-37.6102757,145.3234602,16.12z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d2600e0a6fd3:0xfd424ad109284ca1!8m2!3d-37.6193754!4d145.3434745?hl=en
about:blank
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244* M Christmas Hills bike tracks, Christmas Hills  
6km  1¾hrs  Mel 265 C12  
Kaye McRae 

Surface = 4, steepness = 3 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Commences from the One Tree Hill Reserve car park 0.7km from the Simpson Rd turn-off to 

Sugarloaf Reservoir.  Finding the entrance to the car park is not easy, but the note preceding Walk 105 

provides detailed advice.  

From the car park, follow the road to the creek, cross the ford at Watson’s Creek, walk through the 

Management gate and proceed along Happy Valley Track 400m to what used to be a small shelter.  

Turn sharp left onto a narrow track, and after a short distance recross Watson’s Creek.  Follow the path 

until it rises steeply for about 20m to meet Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd.  Cross this main thoroughfare, 

veering left, then look for a narrow path on the right.  This path is used by mountain-bike riders, so 

twists and turns in large loops, gradually rising.  Initially, you cross a small wooden bridge over a 

tributary of Watson’s Creek, then walk through gently undulating terrain.  A small, reed-filled dam is 

passed on the right.  Close to a post-and-wire fence, the track turns left, and climbs steadily, in a 

number of places doubling back on itself.  There are several track options along the way.  Take any of 

these, as all but the one near the top of the rise lead through to Simpson Rd.  The exception is a faint 

track off to the right which appears simply to lead into the scrub. 

On reaching Simpson Rd (a sealed road with central double lines), cross the road, veering right, and 

look for a track on the left.  Follow this track for about 500m.  On reaching a gate and house, look for 

the track on the left alongside the gate; it will bring you to a gravel road, which is Ridge Rd.  Turn left, 

and almost immediately you are at the intersection of Simpson Rd and Ridge Rd.  At this intersection, 

the gates leading to Sugarloaf Reservoir can be seen on the right.  Cross the intersection, and look for 

the track that leads off Simpson Rd just a little further on, and which was followed on the forward 

journey. Retrace your steps to Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd, perhaps using some of the alternative options to 

those taken on the way up.  Cutting off some of the loops will considerably shorten the return. At 

Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd, cross diagonally veering left, and look for the path that drops sharply to the 

right off Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd.  Walk through to Happy Valley Track. Turn right, and return to the 

cars.   

Coffee at Kangaroo Ground General Store 

245 E Butterfly Reserve walk, Eltham   
6.4kms 1¾hrs  Mel 21 J5 
Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery*** 
. 

Meet at Go under the trestle bridge and park on the left hand side of the oval. 

Follow the road under the trestle bridge, and veer left to walk around Eltham Central Park and Andrew 

Park. Turn right into Diamond St. and follow this around and cross the railway line.   At the traffic 

lights, cross Main Rd and turn left. After 100m, take the path on the right, just past the medical clinic. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Simpson+Rd,+Christmas+Hills+VIC+3775/@-37.6536294,145.2929763,15.65z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6329492efd423:0x6cccc4d0e03db569!8m2!3d-37.6648788!4d145.2899429?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
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Turn left at Bible St / Grove St. Walk past the primary school, then cross the road to enter Woodridge 

Linear Park on the right. Follow the path for 600m, cross Hartland Way and walk a further 400m to a 

small shelter and information board close to Eucalyptus Rd. Turn right here, and walk up the hill 

through the Pauline Toner Butterfly Reserve. At the top of the hill, do an about turn and return the 

way you have come.  

Coffee at Teapot Café  

247 M Greensborough, Montmorency & Briar Hill circuit, Greensborough 
7.7kms  2hrs  Mel 21 D2  
Ian Burns, March 2018, updated June 2020, July 2022.  

Surface = 1, steepness = 3, scenery ***  

 

Starts at Malcolm Blair Reserve  car park, and located on the northern side of Karingal Drive. If 

coming from Eltham, the Malcolm Blair Reserve is located on your right about 100m beyond Parklands 

Ave (which will be on your left) 

Walk west (ie, turn right) along Karingal Drive/St Helena Road, using the footpaths on the Northern 

side as far as Community Drive.  Cross at the lights, then continue to walk West (ie again turn right), 

using the footpath above St Helena Rd on the Southern side. Walk downhill to Diamond Creek Road 

(this is the 3rd set of lights since leaving Malcolm Blair Reserve).   

Cross at lights, and walk past Diamond Valley Living & Learning centre, around to the left to a swing 

bridge. Do not cross the bridge, but instead turn left onto Plenty River Trail, past tennis courts; at this 

stage, the river will be on your right. Now use the footbridge to cross the river, and go under Main 

Street bridge.  With the river now on your left, continue along the path, past a raised footbridge on the 

left, and where there is a choice always choosing the path that stays close to the river. Eventually the 

path meets a road; this is Bicton St. Turn right here, and after 100m turn left onto a path that is briefly 

parallel to the rail line. The path then turns to take you under Para Rd (no sign-post), the river still on 

your left.  Stay on the path until Willinda Park (athletics track) is reached. Follow the path that skirts 

the river partially around an oval, until it drops moderately steeply off to the left. Take this, rather than 

continue around the oval. Cross the river, veer right, and continue along the river, past a path off to the 

left, and on to Montmorency Secondary College.  Immediately past the school, turn left across a grassy 

section to join Dobson Rd.  

Where Dobson Rd meets Para Rd turn left, and after 50m cross Para Rd at the lights, and walk up 

Station Rd to the railway line.  Follow Station St to the right and continue beside the railway line to 

Montmorency Station and Were Street.  Turn right into Were St to Café 3094, which is located on the 

Eastern (opposite) side of the road.  

Return to the railway station, left along an asphalt path at the station, and cross the rail line. Turn right 

into Mayona Road, and almost immediately left into Kelvin Ave.  Walk up Kelvin Ave to a narrow 

walkway /easement on your right, and between properties #55 and 57.  Walk up the easement, crossing 

Wattle Ave (unmarked here), and rejoining on the opposite side. Continue on the easement to 

about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7040261,145.1265168,17z?hl=en
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Mountain View Road.  Turn right, then almost immediately left into Price Ave. After walking the full 

length of Price Ave (there is a short easement in the middle section of Price Ave), turn left into Lillicur 

Rd, right into Baldwin Ave, and follow it for a short distance down to Sherbourne Rd.   

Cross Sherbourne Rd , and continue straight ahead up Hyacinth St to Fernside Ave.  Turn right, and 

walk to Jasmin Lane (opposite the Sherbourne Primary School and on the left between houses #109 

and111). Turn left into Jasmin Lane and go through to Greenwood St.  Turn right and walk down to 

Karingal Drive.  Turn left and return to Malcolm Blair Reserve, crossing at Weidlich Road traffic lights.  

Coffee at Oregon Xpress (Weidlich Rd)  
    

248 E Ruffey Lake Park walk, Doncaster  
6kms  1½ hrs  Mel 33 F10 
Rewritten May 2016 

Surface = 1, steepness = 2 

Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park  
 

Commences from car park 100m in from The Boulevarde 

Head in an easterly direction for 1.5 km towards Victoria St. To do this, follow the southern rim of the 

park, going initially up past a toilet block on the right, then down. Along the route, McCallum Rd and 

houses are on the right, and a small bridge will be seen at the bottom of a hill on the left. Turn left on 

the track near Victoria St, proceed to the toilet block, then follow the path up the hill and then left 

(along Cricklewood Dr). Cross Church Rd, then follow a path veering right, then left to King St (at 

bridge). Cross this bridge, turn left at the path that is adjacent to The Boulevard. Before returning to 

the cars, turn left to walk around Ruffey Lake.  

 

249 E* Currawong Bush Park, Donvale  
4.5kms 1½ hrs Mel 34 H6 
Surface = 2, steepness = 2 
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park  

Start at management carpark. 

Retrace road towards Reynolds, to Ruby's Track on right. 

Turn right here and walk back to where Ruby's Track meets Fire Track. 

Turn right, and walk to a track entering on the left. Enter this track and walk through forest to 

Powerline Track  (you couldn't see where this began). 

Turn left, and walk downhill to visit Billy Baxter Wetlands. 

Retrace to where Ruby's Track meets Powerline Track. 

Turn right and return to Fire Track.  

Take the track on the right to Millers Pond and return to cars. 

For a longer walk, turn right out of Billy Baxter Wetlands and walk as far as you like towards Crystal 

Brook Tourist Park before retracing to Ruby's Track. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Oregon+Xpress/@-37.7017823,145.1305,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64903b7f7f9ff:0xfa4e8b3fe82a2190!8m2!3d-37.698971!4d145.131046?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://goo.gl/maps/6yh5i7VA5HPwT21S7
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/277-285+Reynolds+Rd,+Warrandyte+VIC+3113/@-37.7625856,145.1840591,17z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x6ad638308148faa3:0xcc5dca296cdbd2d!2sReynolds+Rd,+Melbourne+VIC!3b1!8m2!3d-37.7639172!4d145.1708412!3m4!1s0x6ad639d3a038e5cb:0xebafd6b6a085d1c8!8m2!3d-37.7624341!4d145.1846091?hl=en
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250 E  Moonee Ponds Creek, Woodlands Historic Park, Greenvale   

DISTANCE Mel 177K8 
Tony Stutterd 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2 
Carpooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre                                                                                      
 
This walk takes in the northern and western areas of Woodlands Park, starting at the car park 

immediately south of the Woodlands Homestead.  To reach this, turn off Sunbury Rd at the Oaklands 

Rd roundabout.  This is close to the North-South runway of Melbourne Airport.  The entry point to 

the park (the notice board says ‘Living Legends’ – a reference to the former race horses stabled here) is 

100m along Oaklands Rd on the right, and the car park a further 800m inside the park, just to the right 

of the homestead (not in front of the homestead). 

From the car park, walk so that Oaklands Rd is behind you.  Go through the small gate, and turn right 

along a well-defined track for 400m. At the first intersection of tracks, turn left and head up a slight rise 

for 300m, past a track coming in from the right, and continuing on for a further 200m.  This will bring 

you to a eucalyptus plantation that is fenced off.  Turn left here, and walk along the fence line due 

N.  After 400m, the Parks Victoria Depot is on the right.                                                                    

Veer left here, using the gravel road for 200m.  At this point a gravel road on the right joins with the 

road you are using. There is a wire fence alongside you on the right and a gate. Walk west along this 

fence for a short distance towards the planes that have just taken off from Melbourne Airport. At a 

notice board, turn right through the fence on a footpath. This will bring you to a footbridge, and 

immediately ahead, an amenities block and picnic area. 

Cross the bridge if you wish to use the amenities block. Otherwise, turn left along what is known as the 

Cultural Trail. Follow this for about 1 km.; Moonee Ponds Creek – very often an intermittent stream, 

or dry creek bed – will be on your right.  Eventually a cleared area will be reached, with Woodlands 

homestead seen in the distance.  Rather than walk immediately back to Woodlands, follow an 

easement-like area on your right: it is fenced with white wire.  This will bring you back to the road that 

leads into Woodlands.  Walk along the road, to the homestead, where coffee is available.  Having a 

drink here is also an opportunity to look around the 1843 homestead.  Toilets are adjacent to the car 

park, as is a shelter with table.   

251 M Mullum Mullum Creek Linear Trail: Tindals Rd to Park Rd and beyond, Donvale 
6.5kms  2hrs  Mel 34 J9/10  
Ruth Seidler, Tony Stutterd, Wilma Waters. Revised February 2019  

Surface = 2, steepness = 3  

Carpooling at ELT  

 

Commences at the car park on the North side of Tindals Rd, adjacent to the roundabout (Raymond 

Elliot Ct intersection) and the Mullum Mullum Creek Trail.  

Walk along Tindals for 200m in the direction of Springvale Rd to Baradine Tce. Cross Tindals Rd, and 

look for the path that leads to the continuation of the Mullum Mullum Creek Trail.  This section of the 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6370526,144.8266466,12.94z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
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trail is on the Western side of the creek, so the creek will be on your left. This 2km section of the trail 

traverses former farming country, with many fine eucalyptus trees and lightly-timbered terrain.  It is flat 

in all but the final section, where it rises over a distance of 150m to join Park Rd. 

To the right of the intersection of Conos Ct and Park Rd, is a marked crossing place. Use this to cross 

Park Rd. Turn left, and walk down the path adjacent to Park Rd to the bridge over the creek. Continue 

along Park Rd for 500m to a road crossing. Use this, then turn right along the path. At the entrance to 

property no 450, turn left, then immediately right to use a narrow path through the Alan Morton 

Reserve. Continue along this moderate-gradient path for a further 700m to Drayton Ct. Go through 

the roundabout, continuing along Park Rd for 400m to Brympton Ave, Turn left here, and walk 1.4km. 

Brymton Ave changes its name to Rainbow Valley Rd at the 500m mark, and this might be a suitable 

place to stop for refreshment. 

At a T junction, Rainbow Valley Rd and McIntyres Rd share a common section for 100m. Veer left on 

the continuation of Rainbow Valley Rd (McIntyres Rd heads off uphill on the right). Proceed along 

Rainbow Valley Rd for 400m, the last 200m being quite steep. Turn left here, cross this busy road with 

care, and walk a further 400m past Donvale Christian School to return to the cars. 

Coffee at 13 Rows, Aumanns Produce 150 Harris-Gully Road, Warrandyte  

     

252 M Janefield North Bike Paths, Plenty Gorge, Plenty 

5km 2 hrs Mel 10 K5/6 
Tony Stutterd 

Surface = 4, steepness = 3 
 

Commences from the corner of Oatland Rd and Mackelroy Rd Walk into the Plenty Gorge Parklands 

via the open gate, and proceed down the rough vehicle track to an area of the track which has been 

covered in coarse blue gravel. Do not cross the blue gravel; instead, turn right just before here onto a 

narrow bike path.  This leads into lightly timbered ground. After 100m the track traverses clear-felled 

land with transmission power lines overhead. After crossing this area, the track again enters lightly 

timbered ground and winds round to return to the open ground of the transmission lines. There is a 

slight rise in the track to a very large water tank. Walk to the left of this, then down through semi-open 

ground. At an intersection of several paths, walk straight ahead. This path will take you through 

scrubland, both down and up the side of a small gully. If at this intersection another path is taken to the 

left, it will not matter too much. However, avoid any paths that go at 90 degrees to the right. The aim is 

to head in a generally westerly direction towards a deep gully, which is crossed in Walk 52M. Paths at 

any point that take you to the right will bring you to Blue Lake and Yellow Gum Park (although not 

visible from here, quite close); paths to the left lead to privately owned, open land.  

Walk for about 15 minutes along this continuous path; it will pass through low, scrubby bushes, and 

eucalypts of medium height.  Eventually you will come to a T junction, at which point you turn left.  

There will be a deep gully on your right, with a path on the right which heads both down, then up.  

Rather than cross this gully and up the very steep path, walk straight ahead. The Plenty River Gorge 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Aumanns+At+Warrandyte/@-37.7651238,145.1894287,14.83z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad639dec7050267:0xce720f47027d7dc!8m2!3d-37.7642103!4d145.199536?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Oatland+Rd+%26+Mackelroy+Rd,+Plenty+VIC+3090/@-37.6742164,145.1073978,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6499648a6df69:0x52f33b2750597145!8m2!3d-37.6730551!4d145.1079118?hl=en
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will eventually become visible on the right, after which the path heads away from this towards the open 

private land. After walking up a slight rise, housing will be seen in the distance, and 100 or so metres 

further on a much closer house on the right.  You are now close to the trail marked out with letters by 

Parks Vic.  Follow this from letter C to B, and then back to the cars. 

Coffee at Caffeind (Apollo Parkways)  
 

256 M Pipe Track/Ring Road Reserve, St Helena  
6kms 1¾hrs  Mel 11 C11 
Tony Stutterd. Updated June 2018 

Surface = 2, steepness = 3                                                                                                         

Commences near the corner of Forest St and Albion Cres, adjacent to Browns Reserve, 

Greensborough /St Helena.                                                                                                               

Walk from the gate that leads into Browns Reserve, along Albion Cres and follow the fence-line of the 

Reserve for 150m. Look for a path on the left between houses about 60m beyond the end of the 

Reserve. Turn left onto this, and follow this for 100m through to Kiandra Close. Walk down Kiandra 

Close (80m). On the left is the end of Nulgarrah Cres, and a gate and fence into Browns Reserve. Turn 

right at the end of Kiandra Close, and walk 70m. Turn left into Ballandry Cres, and follow this as it 

winds its way upwards, curving to the right as it approaches Wahroonga Cres. Turn left into 

Wahroonga Cres. You will pass a play area and Wahroonga Pre-School.  Look for a sealed path on the 

right leading up into Anthony Beale Reserve.  Follow this.  There will be a paling fence on your left.  

After approx. 250m, you will reach Yaralla Cres. Turn left here, and walk 200m to Allumba Dve. Again, 

turn left and walk a further 200m to the end of Allumba Dve. Ahead and to the left, you will see recent 

housing development.  Turn right into Beales Rd, and walk 200m. Wickham Place will be on the right, 

and a wide expanse of grassland ahead on the right. This land was set aside many years ago for a 

possible extension of the Greensborough Bypass. Entry into this is probably best via a break in the 

fence along Wickham Place.  This is 150m from the Beales Rd corner.                                              

Walk diagonally across the road reserve, passing a small dam along the way. Continue down the reserve 

for 500m, aiming towards a group of trees at the end of the long row of paling fences. Turn left here, 

and walk between 2 houses into Symon Cres. Turn right, and walk 300m, passing Marissa Cres on the 

left, to reach Sunrise Dve at a roundabout. Turn left here, and walk along the gently rising Sunrise Dve 

to Carmel Close (300m); this is on the right hand side of the road. Turn into Carmel Cl, and within 

50m you will see a path on the right leading into a grassy area. Follow this for a few metres, turning 

into what is known as the Pipe Track on the left.  After so many twists and turns, this may be a good 

place to stop for a short break.                                                                                                           

Turn right to follow the Pipe Track for about 300m to Marino Way. Cross this road, and continue on 

the Pipe Track for another 450m. At a point where you can see in the near distance on the left parked 

cars (St Helena Market Place), and a Christmas Tree farm, turn into a small copse of trees on the right. 

Walk through this to re-join the land set aside as the extension of the Greensborough Bypass. Cross 

this, noting houses on the left, and a row of low shrubs along a water course.  Pass through an opening 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/Caffeind+apollo+parkways/@-37.6883507,145.1065382,17z?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Brown's+Reserve/@-37.6932731,145.1179841,16.46z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad649cbf877b393:0x8592ce87b5e4f8a3!8m2!3d-37.6934302!4d145.1210234?hl=en
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in the fence, and veer to the right. Walk up a moderate slope to enter the end of Larool Ave; parked 

cars in the street will sometimes indicate where the road is located. Walk the length of Larool Ave 

(about 400m), and turn left into Allumba Dr, then after 50m right into Yaralla Cres. About 250m along 

this crescent will bring you to the Anthony Beale Reserve on the left. Look for the path that you 

followed on the forward journey; it has a paling fence along its length. Walk down this, with the fence 

now on your right. At the end of the path, turn sharply right, and walk down the steeply-sloping 

Wahroongah Cres (about 300m).  At the end of the road, look to the right: you will see the gate that 

leads into Brown’s Reserve. Go through the gate, and follow the path as it winds its way round and up 

to a second gate.  Take a moment to read about the local nurse after whom the Reserve is named.  Exit 

through the gate – to the cars parked in Forest St and Albion Cres.      

 
257 M Pipe Bridge Yarra River Track, Fairfield  
7.1km  1hr 50 min Mel 2D F8 
2016 Pamela Copley 

Surface = 3, steepness = 3 
 

Commences at Kanes Bridge, on the Northern side of the Yarra River, Yarra Bend Rd, Kew. Note that 

the 800m between the turn-off into the Yarra Bend Park Golf House and Kanes Bridge is a ‘one-way’ 

road. Roadside parking is available on the left immediately beyond the bridge A toilet block on the 

right-hand side is opposite the car parking area. 

Walk back along Yarra Bend Rd, past the VINC indigenous nursery, over the Eastern Freeway and on 

to Forensicare and Melbourne Polytechnic. Turn right onto the footpath just past the college.  Cricket 

nets in Fairfield Park are on the left.  

Walk along then down the asphalt path; Fairfield Boathouse will be ahead in the distance. When the 

path makes a very sharp right-hand turn, take this, and continue down a short distance to the Pipe 

Bridge. Cross the Pipe Bridge to reach 3 paths on the right. Select the relatively narrow earthen path 

that is most on your right towards the river. This path follows the course of the river downstream. The 

path itself is quite rocky, with a steep drop to the river on the right, so care needed. 

At about 1km from the Pipe Bridge, pass under the Eastern Freeway. Continue on for a further 2km. 

Along the way, you will be in a conservation area for the Grey-headed Flying Fox, which is member of 

the bat family. Between 3000 and 50,000 bats inhabit this area, depending on the time of year. 

Numbers of bats can be very low in winter. The colony used to roost in the Royal Botanic Gardens, 

but were relocated to Yarra Bend Park in 2003. There are a number of information boards about the 

colony at various points along the track. Pass the last notice board and a viewing area with seats, and 

continue on for a short distance into a car-park, and the Bellbird Picnic Area.   This is an ideal place to 

stop for refreshment. 

Unfortunately, the continuing path along the river, whilst very scenic, is both narrow and blocked by 

fallen trees. It is also eroded and steep in places. Do not use this path. 

https://goo.gl/maps/JmkkorXdttUv1um46
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Instead, walk up the road from the car-park to the Yarra Boulevard. Turn right onto the footpath 

adjacent to the road.  When you reach a house on your right and a sealed road, you have reached 

Molesworth St (no signpost here) and River Retreat. Cross Molesworth St, and continue along Yarra 

Bvd.  There are 2 earthen paths off to the right. Turn right on either the first or second of these rough 

paths, and walk to Kanes Bridge on the right.  (Note that if you miss both these paths, it will not 

matter, as the road will take you to both Studley Park Boathouse and Kanes Bridge). On reaching 

Kanes Bridge, either turn right and cross the swing bridge to return to the cars, or continue on, past a 

toilet block on the left, and continue on to the Studley Park Boathouse where coffee and snacks are 

available. 

To return to the cars from the Boathouse, walk back past the toilet block, then turn left to cross Kanes 

Bridge. 

258* M Roberts Road circuit, Christmas Hills   
7.9kms 2 hrs Mel 265 G9 
Tony Stutterd, 2016 

In conjunction with 211 E 
Surface = 3, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Commences at the corner of One Tree Hill Rd and Roberts Rd, Christmas Hills, off Eltham-Yarra 

Glen Rd. Turn left off the Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd onto One Tree Hill Rd (1.5km past Christmas Hills 

Primary School and immediately after you pass Ridge Rd on the right). Drive 1.6km along One Tree 

Hill Rd to a small parking area on right-hand side of road, next to farm buildings and gates. Road 

access is blocked, but a pedestrian gate alongside the parking area leads to Roberts Road, a wide and 

clearly defined, though unmarked dirt track. Walk along the track, going around another gate after 

about 8 minutes of walking. Note that this part of the track can be muddy after heavy rain. About 2.3 

km in, there is a track to the left, up the hill. This is Bullen Bullen Track. Follow this track. After about 

0.5km, the track emerges onto open grazing land and joins another track (Tuan Track) coming from 

the left. Continue to the right and up the hill back into trees. After about another 0.5km the track splits 

– take one of the two right-hand tracks down the moderately steep hill. After 0.5km, take the right 

hand turn into Roberts Rd. One km along, this track returns you to where you turned to walk up the 

hill (Bullen Bullen Track). In other words, you have completed a circuit. Continue straight along 

Roberts Rd back the start of walk (another 2km). 

Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, not Mondays, not milkshakes), or Kangaroo Ground GS 

 
259 M  Schwerkolt Cottage/Eastlink Trail/Hilltop Forest, Mitcham  
6.5kms  2hrs Mel 49 D7 
Ian Burns 2016 

Surface = 2, steepness = 3, scenery*** 

Carpooling Lower Eltham car park  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Roberts+Rd+%26+One+Tree+Hill+Rd,+Christmas+Hills+VIC+3775/@-37.6456622,145.3111901,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7cd57f68c48d5:0x31124f716d385028!8m2!3d-37.6405093!4d145.3133129
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Dark+Horse+Cafe,+Wine+%26+Produce/@-37.6729457,145.2515322,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633a72763e44b:0x9e72702027e24b11!8m2!3d-37.6699085!4d145.2544871?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
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Begins at car park adjacent to Schwerkolt Cottage, off Deep Creek Rd,Mitcham. From the car park, 

walk downhill on to the Eastlink Trail. Stay on the Eastlink Trail, crossing Mullum Mullum Creek and 

Quarry Road. 

Immediately after Quarry Road take the track to the left of the fence, before the timber walkway. When 

you reach a broad, metalled path turn right. When you get to a better path, turn right. Follow this path 

back to the main trail. 

After 100 metres, and opposite a flat-roofed house and cycle traffic sign, turn right off the main trail. 

You will find a four-way intersection – turn left. A fence is on your right as you go uphill back to the 

main trail. 

Turn right (you may notice an A-frame cubby house opposite). 

Continue on, passing an Eastlink ventilation tower, and then uphill until the entrance to the Eastlink 

tunnel is visible below. This is the break point. 

Turn around and go back. 100 metres past a post “Ringwood 3.5k” turn left onto a track, crossing a 

metalled track. Continue under a bridge, where the creek will be on your left, and re- join the main trail 

at Quarry Road. 

Just after re-crossing Quarry Rd, at the information board, turn sharp right onto the gravel track that 

leads uphill into the Reserve. Follow this track (Wildflower Walk) around near the edge of the park to 

the Information Centre (toilets available, but sometimes closed). Just after this point, take one of the 

paths on the left (either the Cherry Ballart Walk, or the Burgan Walk), passing a number of ponds, to 

begin zigzagging down the side of the hill on a network of paths. Eventually near the creek at the 

bottom of a hill, take either Yellow Box Track or Schwerkolt Track (Yellow Box joins Schwerkolt) to 

re-join Eastlink Trail, and turn right to return to the cars.                                                               

Coffee at Rubiki, North Ringwood 

260 E Greenwoods Lane, Steels Creek  
6.5kms 1¾hrs 3km beyond Mel 266 K1 
Kaye McRae, Tony Stutterd 

Surface 2, steepness 1 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences at the corner of Steels Creek Rd and Hunts Lane. To reach Hunts Lane, turn left off the 

Eltham-Yarra Glen Rd into Steels Creek Rd. Drive for about 6 minutes along Steels Creek Rd. At 

about this stage, you will pass Old Kinglake Rd veering off to the left. The bridge that crosses 

Jehosaphat Creek is just beyond this road, as is Hunts Lane, which will be on the right. Park opposite 

the tennis courts, or on the verge on the left, in Hunts Lane. The walk begins by continuing along 

Steels Creek Rd, past the tennis courts (away from Yarra 126 Junction). There is grass verge on the 

eastern (right) side of this sealed road. At the junction of Mt Slide Rd and Steels Creek Rd, continue 

straight ahead. Steels Creek Rd changes its name here to Greenwoods Lane. From here on, it is a gravel 

road. Pass Hargreaves Rd on the right, houses on the left, and cross Full and Plenty Creek. From here 

to the end of Greenwoods Lane, the road is often in the shade of large trees, making this a good walk 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Schwerkolt+Cottage+Reserve/@-37.8106297,145.2091329,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63971bac1303b:0x11b684c1d9c40d9c!8m2!3d-37.810634!4d145.2113216?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7955958,145.2357053,16.73z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/The+Steels+Creek+Tennis+%26+Social+Club/@-37.6186568,145.287036,12.4z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d16ac40a4a93:0xad82ae7b13fac6d!8m2!3d-37.5785384!4d145.3789299?hl=en
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for warm summer days. It is also flat for the rest of its length. At the end, a house is straight ahead, and 

partly to the right is a gate with mounds of earth across the existing track. To return to the cars, simply 

retrace your steps of the forward journey.  

Coffee at Yarrawood Winery.   (Call ahead with numbers: 9730 2003) 
 

261 M  Rob Roy: bike paths on the south and east sides, Smiths Gully 
6kms  1½ hrs     Mel 265 A11 
Tony Stutterd, February 2017, updated August 2021.  

Surface = 4, steepness 4 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Commences in Clintons Rd,  very close to the corner of Clintons Rd and Kangaroo Ground-Yarra 

Glen Rd. After turning off Kangaroo Ground-Yarra Glen Rd, the small car park is 30 metres on your 

left.  

Cross Clintons Rd and walk east for about 500m along the informal track parallel to the main road, 

before turning at right angles away from the road. At one point, the track meets the road, but almost 

immediately drops steeply back towards the creek.  Note that this part of the walk can remain very 

muddy for several days after rain. When this is the case, make use of the grass verge. 

Shortly after crossing Watson’s Creek, look for a narrow track that falls away on your left. Some 

bluestone blocks are located in the dip in this track.  If you emerge onto a broad Management-Vehicle 

road, you have come too far. 

Turn onto this narrow track. Almost immediately, it climbs at a moderate gradient. This is a track used 

by mountain-bike riders, but on weekdays it is unlikely that you will encounter any riders. As the track 

levels out, you will see a valley below on your right, and the Management-Vehicle road just beyond this. 

In parts, fallen trees, some chopped into logs, are widespread on either side of the track. Walk along the 

path for about 700m, at which point another track comes in from both the left and right. 

Turn sharp left here, and follow this second bike path as it twists and turns its way up the East-facing 

hillside. If you tire of all the turns, short cuts are possible by walking off-track through the ground litter 

to re-join the track a little higher up. The undulating track gradually works its way round to the 

Southern side of the hill, and after about a further 700m emerges onto a broad though rather indistinct 

trail. At this point, there is a small cairn made of concrete blocks immediately on your right. Turn right 

here, and walk for the most part up the gently sloping hill to emerge at the top of the Rob Roy Hill 

Climb. This is easily identified by the large accumulation of used car tyres.  Make this your drink stop 

and turn-around point. 

Retrace your steps to a point where a clearly defined bike track heads left, and the indistinct track is 

straight ahead. Follow the latter. Along the way, there is a choice between the track you are following 

and another bike path to the right; it is easier if you follow the faint track you are on, though both 

emerge at the same point a little further on. When the path on the forward journey is reached (the one 

with the cairn of concrete blocks), and which will be on your left, look for the indistinct path that veers 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Yarrawood+Estate/@-37.6334799,145.3860115,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad7d387055703f9:0x24e78f65aa5262!8m2!3d-37.634575!4d145.396547?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Eltham-Yarra+Glen+Rd+%26+Clintons+Rd,+Christmas+Hills+VIC+3775/@-37.6567325,145.2578057,13z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad632c5e53ffe4d:0x9f15ba35c0306e43!8m2!3d-37.6506712!4d145.2860919
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to the right. This is the path you will now follow. The path becomes more apparent after about 100m. 

It will take you down to Clintons Rd. On reaching sealed Clintons Rd (not sign-posted here), go 

through the gate, and turn left. Use the road verge to walk the 400m back to the cars.          

Coffee at Dark Horse (Watsons Creek, not Mondays, not milkshakes) or Kangaroo Ground GS. 

 
263 E Eight Reserves Circuit, St Helena   
6.3kms 2hrs Mel 21D/E2 
Ian Burns, July 2017, revised November 2018 

Surface = 2, steepness 2, scenery** 
 

Begin at the Malcolm Blair Reserve (1) Preschool carpark in Karingal Drive, opposite Pine Ave. Walk 

down the hill in a north-easterly direction, crossing the retarding basin, to Weidlich Rd. Turn left and 

walk up to the Progress Rd roundabout. Turn right into Progress Rd and walk 300 metres to a slow-

point opposite Heacham Rd. Turn left onto a path through the (unmamed) reserve (2), back to 

Weidlich Rd. Turn right and walk past the Catholic primary school (on your right). About 100 metres 

beyond this is a narrow strip of land that gives access to Dalvida Reserve (before #116 Weidlich Rd). 

Turn into this and walk up hill to the dam, then turn left across the dam and walk to exit at Dalvida 137 

Court. This leads into St Clems St. Turn left, returning to Weidlich Rd. Turn right and immediately 

enter St Clems Street Reserve (4). Walk through this in a north-easterly direction to Liddesdale Grove 

(about a 100 metres). Turn left, walking a short distance to Eskdale Ct on the left. Walk about fifty 

metres to the entrance to St Helena Bush Reserve, on your right (5) – this looks a bit like someone’s 

drive, but with an official sign). Keep on straight, a fence on your right, until you come to some swings. 

Turn left here, walking downhill to Scone Ct, which takes you back to Weidlich Rd. Turn left and walk 

down to the next road on the right (Angus Ct). At the end of this is Macdhui Avenue Reserve (6). Walk 

up this in a north-westerly direction, crossing a street, until you come to a children’s playground. Bend 

past this to the left, south-westerly. This will take you to Brae Ct, then back to Macdhui Ave. Turn right 

and go to the T-junction (Dunbarton Dr). Turn right and walk about 75 metres to access the next 

park– Simonelli Reserve–on your left, opposite #30 Dumbarton Dr (7). Walk down through this 

reserve, then turn right (still in Simonelli Res) and walk uphill in a north-westerly direction to St Helena 

Rd. (Simonelli Res stretches from St Helena Rd to Glen Katherine Dr.)  

Option 1: Return back down the hill initially in a south-easterly direction, crossing Glen Katherine 

Drive and Settlers Way, then southward to Weidlich Rd (near the Catholic primary school) and Oregon 

Xpress.  

Option 2: Turn left and follow St Helena Rd to Karingal Dr and back to the car park.  

Option 3: Turn left and walk about 100 metres to find a safe point to cross. Cross carefully and head 

left to Anthony Beale Reserve (about 100 metres, on the right)(8). Enter the reserve and walk up hill to 

St Katherine’s Church. From here, proceed past the church south, exiting the reserve. Cross the access 

road and a fence, following the path adjacent to St Helena Rd back down to the traffic lights at the 

corner of Karingal Drive.  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Dark+Horse+Cafe,+Wine+%26+Produce/@-37.6729457,145.2515322,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad633a72763e44b:0x9e72702027e24b11!8m2!3d-37.6699085!4d145.2544871?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kangaroo+Ground+General+Store/@-37.6909668,145.2111525,14.56z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63402bccb6399:0x31ab6d7b883191ff!8m2!3d-37.6915086!4d145.2158899?hl=en&authuser=0
about:blank
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Turn left here and return to the cars.  

Coffee at Oregon Xpress (Weidlich Rd)  
 

264 E Heide Return Walk, Bulleen  
7.4kms 1¾hrs Mel 32 E5 
Ian Burns, 2017, updated April 2018, October 2019 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1, scenery*** 
Carpooling at Eltham Lower Park 
 

Begins at the Heide Museum of Modern Art, off Templestowe Rd, Templestowe, adjacent to the Yarra 

Valley Country Club (on a bend, opposite two fire hydrants). Park as close as you can get to the gallery. 

Walk down the hill, past the Heide kitchen garden, to the gate and the path beside the road. Turn right 

and walk straight ahead in a north-westerly direction, the power lines behind you. You will come to a 

double gate at Banksia Park, which gives access to a dog-free zone – do not enter. Circumnavigate this 

on the main path (in either direction). If walking in October the cherry blossom trees should be on full 

display. Return to the dog gate at the roundabout. Continue down the road to another roundabout. 

Turn right here and walk to a third roundabout. Another track begins here. Follow this, in an anti-

clockwise direction until you come back to another track. Turn right and walk to Bridge St (the main 

bridge over the Yarra). Go under the bridge, swinging up to the left to arrive at Bridge St.  

Turn left here to cross the Yarra. After about 500 metres take the path down to the left (opposite the 

Greenery Garden Centre and next to a road traffic sign), onto the Main Yarra Trail. This turn-off has 

been missed by others!  

Follow the Main Yarra Trail southwards (downstream) until you reach an old bench on the right; this is 

the turn-around point.  

Return to Heide by the shortest route.  

Coffee at Café Heide. 

265 M Hawkstowe Park to Carome Homestead, South Morang  
7kms 2hrs  Mel 184 A4 
Surface = 4, steepness 3 
Carpooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre 

Commences from the corner of Wilton Vale Rd and Gledswood Ave. To reach the start of the walk, 

proceed North along Plenty Road to Macarthur Rd, South Morang (Mel 183 H4), located on your left. 

Turn right here at the lights, and enter Hawkstowe Pde. Proceed along Hawkstowe Pde for 300m, then 

turn right into Wilton Vale Rd. Continue to the junction of Wilton Vale Rd and Gledswood Ave. Park 

here. There are 3 off-road spaces, and plenty of road parking.                                                                             

 The walk: Proceed East for c1km to the end of Wilton Vale Rd. Turn left, following the meandering 

trajectory of the river for about 2km. There is a short detour down to the river, about 200m along the 

informal track after you leave Wilton Vale Rd.  Walk to the overhead transmission lines. Turn left, and 

walk under the power lines for 500m; the river will be immediately on your right, though not always 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Oregon+Xpress/@-37.7017823,145.1305,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64903b7f7f9ff:0xfa4e8b3fe82a2190!8m2!3d-37.698971!4d145.131046?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Lower+Park/@-37.7326253,145.1379437,16.46z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637fd25e5fd9b:0xa41f24e93776a5da!8m2!3d-37.7327568!4d145.1399564?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Heide+Museum+of+Modern+Art/@-37.7594469,145.0787281,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64657b88b3031:0xedf291f38910e97!8m2!3d-37.758318!4d145.0835933?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Cafe+Heide/@-37.7592703,145.0825568,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64657b88b3031:0x3d8b49f2aba1bc3c!8m2!3d-37.7581944!4d145.0835811?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
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visible. Turn right, when you see a faint track coming in from the right, again to follow the river rather 

than the power lines. Proceed for about 1.2km in a generally NW direction to the Carome 

Homestead.  This section crosses a broad swampy area, but the informal path located on a low levee 

will generally keep your feet dry, except perhaps after heavy rain. Just before reaching the homestead, 

the river meanders to create a loop; at some point in the evolution of the river, this loop will be 

breached, to create an island. Carome might be an appropriate point at which to have a drink. 

On leaving the homestead, follow the road to the property boundary (Hathfelde Bvd). Cross this road, 

and walk along Muswellbrook Gv for 250m. Turn left here into Bermah Dve. Walk to its end, passing 

through a couple of roundabouts along the way, Cross the road, and turn right; Hilltop Park will be on 

your left.  After a few metres, you will reach a small footbridge. Rather than cross this, look for the 

footpath on the left that traverses the park; a small stream will be on the right. A crescent called 

Connelly Way will be on your left, close to the path. The path now crosses what is called a Wildlife and 

Wetland Corridor - in reality, the land below the transmission lines. Stay in open ground, gradually 

working your way towards the houses. Skirt the last house, turning right. Find the gravel path, and 

follow it up and over a slight rise.  Gledswood Ave will be on your right, running parallel to the 

path.  Return to the cars.  

266* M% Charlber Lane circuit, St Andrews   
6.1kms 1½hrs  Melway 394 A12 
Tony Stutterd, November 2017; updated August 2021, updated June 2022 

Surface = 3, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT  
Contact: Paul and Anna Whitworth  whitworth.paul@gmail.com  tel 0449 217 773  to access driveway 
 
To reach Charlber Lane, use one of the following routes: 

• Drive to St Andrews via the Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews Rd, turn left on reaching a T junction, 

and drive a further 2.5km West along Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd, passing Haffenden  La and Marriot La 

on the right 

• Drive to Hurstbridge, using the Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd, passing Bridge’s Restaurant on the left, 

Gosfield and Lacey Rd on the right, Cottles Bridge-Strathewen Rd on the left, then Church Rd, Red 

Shirt Gully Rd, Goldmans  Rd and  Young Rd on the right. Charlber Lane is immediately on your left. 

Park on then raised verge at the corner of Charlber Rd and Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd 

Turn right into Charlber Lane, initially walking downhill to a bridge over Diamond Creek, then steeply 

up-hill for about 200m. The lane now levels out for the next 600m.  Look for a property with the 

number 80 Charlber Lane on the right. The driveway is a well-made gravel road, initially fenced on 

both sides; there is a house on the RHS, set back both from the driveway and lane. Turn right here, and 

walk 1.2km along this driveway. Initially level, the driveway drops dramatically in 3 very well graded 

switchbacks (though one section near the lowest point has eroded back to the rock base), before rising 

less steeply out of the valley. The surrounding countryside is lightly timbered.  At a point where the 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
mailto:whitworth.paul@gmail.com
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driveway turns right, the home of Paul and Anna Whitworth is just out of view but is about 200m in 

the distance. At this junction is another home off to the left. The Whitworths have given EEWG 

permission to traverse their property via the driveway. Phone  0449 217 773, or email at   

whitworth.paul@gmail.com  prior to our visits, so that their dogs do not jump the fence when we pass 

by.  Return to the cars via the same route 

Coffee at ‘Heart and Soul’ Café, Hurstbridge (second roundabout). tel 9718 1555  or the Post Office 

Café, Hurstbridge 

 

267 E Greensborough-Plenty River Circuit , Greensborough 
6.8kms  1¾ hrs  Mel 21 A4 
Ian Burns, 2017  

Surface = 1, steepness = 2, scenery*** 
 

Begins at Willinda Park.Begins at Willinda Park.  Follow the Plenty River Trail upstream (north), under 

Para Road rail and road bridges.  Walk up a slight hill to Bicton St, turn right and walk to its end.  Re-

join the trail on the left.  Follow the trail for a fair distance, past Greensborough station, until you reach 

the Diamond Creek Rd bridge.  Continue under this, cross the Plenty, keeping to the left-hand path.  

This will take you to Whatmough Park – tennis courts on your right, swing bridge on left.  Cross the  

swing bridge, take the right-hand path, and walk around oval (Plenty River on your right) to Kalparrin 

Ave.   

Cross the river here, either via the ford or the bridge.   You will see some sporting buildings on your 

right: take the right-hand path, skirting the buildings.  Walk around the soccer oval and up the 

escarpment.  This will take you back to the tennis courts and swing bridge.  Continue along the path, 

courts on your left.  Re-cross the Plenty under the Diamond Creek Rd bridge and return to the cars.  

Coffee at Mabel Jones, Greensborough 

270 E Schwerkolt Cottage-Mullum Mullum Circuit, Mitcham  
8.3kms 2hrs Mel 49 D7 
Ian Burns, 2018 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1, scenery*** 
Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park 
 
Begins at Schwerkolt Cottage carpark.. Walk downhill to the Eastlink Trail. Bear south-east to and 

through the Deep Creek Rd tunnel and take the left-hand fork. 

Proceed for about 600 metres to Sherbrooke Ave, where the Mullum Mullum Creek Trail begins 

(northward). Walk for a little over a kilometre, through the Eastland Shopping Centre Reserve, then go 

under Warrandyte Rd for another 300 metres. 

Turn left (northwards) at a T intersection, then continue north-easterly.  

After about 800 metres you will come to a fork: go left.  

Cross the creek and take the right-hand path. The creek is now on your right.  

Walk on until you come to a bridge crossing the creek to the right (4km mark). This is the mid-point. 

Cross the bridge and return. Coffee at Rubiki, North Ringwood 

mailto:whitworth.paul@gmail.com
https://goo.gl/maps/fF3xCjh9b1N2ctyU6
https://goo.gl/maps/8HuA8yEDFBHQVEwy5
https://goo.gl/maps/8HuA8yEDFBHQVEwy5
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Willinda+Park/@-37.7092977,145.1071145,15.37z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64842234985b5:0x6a8566b3d814930c!8m2!3d-37.711023!4d145.1093305?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Mabel+Jones/@-37.7047609,145.1014225,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6485b6ec5713b:0xae4a56cf8f9ca472!8m2!3d-37.704727!4d145.10271?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Schwerkolt+Cottage+Reserve/@-37.8106297,145.2091329,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63971bac1303b:0x11b684c1d9c40d9c!8m2!3d-37.810634!4d145.2113216?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Rubiki/@-37.7949294,145.2354733,16.46z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63a22c2dd2957:0x3812f98cba87d51e!8m2!3d-37.794589!4d145.236288?hl=en
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271 M%  Lacey’s Road circuit, Panton Hill   
7kms  Mel 263 F6 
Tony Stutterd, April 2018 

Surface = 5, steepness = 5 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Commences at the end of the formed section of Lacey’s Road, Panton Hill. There is ample parking 

here, and a wide turning circle. Be careful not to block either of the entrances to the 2 properties. The 

number 75 is on one of the gates.   To reach this, drive to Panton Hill along Kangaroo Ground-St 

Andrews Rd, and turn left into Church Rd at the first roundabout. Travel to the corner of Gosfield and 

Church Rds, at which point veer right onto the continuation of Church Rd and drive a further 2km. 

Turn left into Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd. Drive 800m to the next road on the left, which is Lacey’s Rd. 

Turn left into Lacey’s Rd. Follow the gravel road on the left, not the sealed road on the right (which is 

to a school).  Drive for 1km to the parking area.  

If coming from Diamond Creek, pass through Hurstbridge and 3 roundabouts. Continue on the 

Heidelberg –Kinglake Rd, passing first Bambara, then Gosfield Rds on the right. 1km further on is 

Lacey’s Rd. Turn right here, continuing on the gravel road, rather than turning in to the school 

immediately on the right. Drive for 1km to the parking area. 

Walk around the gate on the right-hand side into 75 Lacey’s Rd*. Using the fence on the right as a 

guide, proceed for 800m through the light scrub and pine trees, initially down, then gradually up. If you 

stay within this fence, and a parallel fence on the other side, you are on the gazetted unformed section 

of Lacey’s Rd. On entering more open terrain, go under or through an informal fence across the path. 

Continue to a second fence, and again go under this. Both these fences are easy to negotiate, especially 

if you go under rather than over them (as there is a barbed wire on the top layer). Walk past a house on 

the left, with chopped wood on the ground, and a house on the right with a garden including succulent 

plants. A driveway with nearby telegraph pole brings you alongside 175 Church Rd – a property with 

the name Finngrove. Turn left into Church Rd, cross the road, and look for the track between the road 

edge and property fences. Walk 1.5km.  

Turn right into Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd, and again with the traffic coming towards you, walk 800m to 

Red Shirt Gully Rd.  This section requires considerable care, as the verge is narrow in places. Turn right 

here, and walk 2.2km, passing Belfields Rd (traversed on other walks).  

On reaching an unmarked T junction, turn right. This is Major Rd, and is initially steep (200m), with 

loose gravel; it is recommended that animal tracks on the left-hand verge are used. The last 200m is 

relatively flat.  Turn right into Church Rd, and walk 750m to property number 195 (Finngrove). Look 

for the driveway at the further end of this property, as well as the telegraph pole. Veer left here, and 

retrace steps along the road alignment of the unformed part of Lacey’s Rd. Again, go under the 2 

fences, and keep to the left, looking, where possible, for the E-W fence line. The parked cars will be 

reached after 800m.       

* The property of Alison Redpath, email: Alison@vi.com.au     tel 9718 2241 /0407 094 570 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6283164,145.2179888,15.65z?hl=en
mailto:Alison@vi.com.au
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Coffee: Heart and Soul, shop 5a, 850 Main Rd, Hurstbridge (close to roundabout) tel 9718 1555 
  

272 M  Plenty Gorge Park, South Morang and Plenty  

5.6kms 2hrs Mel 183 J12 
Mark Watson, 2018 Updated June 2022 

Surface = 4, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre. 
 

The walk commences from a car park on Gorge Rd, South Morang 

Leave the car-pooling area at the sports complex, first turning right into Civic Drive and then left at the 

roundabout onto Diamond Creek Rd. Drive about 1.7 km and turn left onto Yan Yean Rd. Travel  

approximately 3.7 km to turn left at a roundabout onto Kurrak Rd. Follow this road down to and cross 

the Plenty River to rise up to Gorge Rd. Near the top is the Middle Gorge car park on your left where 

we start the walk from.                                                                                                                       

The walk follows Parks Victoria and bike tracks most of which are close to the river. You will view the 

gorge from many points most people will never see. It is quite spectacular. It is definitely a medium 

walk and poles are strongly recommended. There are a few steep ups and downs but all are short bar 

one that rises steeply for 300-400 metres. The walk is 5-6km in length, and takes about 2 hours to 

complete.                                                                                                                                               

There is a gravel path heading south out of the carpark. Follow this for a little over 1km. You will come 

to a gate, proceed through to enter Plenty Gorge Park.  Follow the fence line turning right after 300 

metres. Pass a dam on the left, and then veer left across an open area. When reaching a treed area look 

for the broad gravel track /road that heads South down to the river.                                                  

The track goes steadily down at first and then very steeply for about 100 metres with the gorge on your 

left. Extra care should be taken here as it is very crumbly under foot. At the bottom the track veers 

right. There is a bike track to the left, take this to descend to the river. Where the track meets the river, 

you will be directly under power lines. Keep following the track with the river on your left. Along the 

way you will come to a part in the track that falls away very steeply. Avoid this by walking around to the 

left of a large tree. The track eventually comes to a small wooden bridge across the river. Walk across 

and up a sharp rise. Take the first turn left to go up passing a track on your right, directly under power 

lines. You will come to a Y junction, take the left option. You will then be walking along a ridge with 

the power lines to your left. At the crest of the ridge, stop for refreshment. There are fine views over 

the river and down to the tracks followed in the previous few minutes. 

The track comes out at the Western end of River Avenue, Plenty. Turn right and pass through a Parks 

Victoria gate. The continuation of River Ave is known as Ivanhoe Girls Track including where you turn 

left, just before a colourful water tank on your right. Follow this old road, noting a small fence on your 

left, and open ground on your right. On reaching the river, look for a bike path running parallel to the 

river on both the left and right; this is known as Gorgeous George Track. Turn right here to follow the 

meandering river on your left. The track eventually rises to a Y junction. Turn left and follow the track 

to emerge at the water tank you passed before.                                                                                  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Heart+'n+Soul+Cafe/@-37.6377167,145.1925134,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad634f01ffd8a1d:0x832e67b04454cf03!8m2!3d-37.637721!4d145.1947021?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Plenty+Gorge+Lookout/@-37.6524273,145.0990711,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x6ad64a2a8995c293:0x3d419c596c14961d!2sGorge+Rd,+South+Morang+VIC+3752!3b1!8m2!3d-37.6521258!4d145.0967156!3m4!1s0x6ad64a29c9034289:0x8106c58ea0fbecb5!8m2!3d-37.6524273!4d145.1012598?hl=en-GB
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Walk past the tank and look closely for another track on your left. Take this going steeply down for 

10m and then up, crossing a small bridge. Follow the track turning right at each junction encountered 

and turn right at the river to take you to the first bridge you crossed. After crossing take the first track 

on the left to emerge at the bottom of Stringybark Track, which will be straight ahead. Look for a bike 

path on the left and take this. Whilst longer than the direct route up Stringybark Track, the slopes are 

much more gradual.  After emerging onto Stringybark Track, turn left, and walk across an open area 

traversed on the forward journey. On reaching the dam, veer right and retrace your steps to the cars 

Coffee at Santos Café and Bar, 2/795-801 Plenty Rd, South Morang, 94071299 

273 E A Stroll Around Whittlesea   
7.5kms 2hrs Melway 246 H9 
Mark Watson, 2018. Amended September 2022 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2 
 

Carpooling from Diamond Valley Sports Centre car park for a 30 minute drive along Yan Yean and 

Plenty Roads to Whittlesea. The walk commences from the car park outside the Whittlesea Tennis 

Courts in Laurel Street, just across the road from Whittlesea Secondary College. The walk caters for 

both easy and moderate participants, so please come along.  

The walk takes in older Whittlesea, with sweeping views across the town and beyond (for those 

choosing the moderate option), before continuing onto the newer areas, strolling along Bruce’s Creek 

and hopefully a few water birds will be present. We then make our way to the town centre for coffee 

and refreshment. From the shops it’s a short stint back to the cars. Most of the walk is in the open. 

Aproximately 7.5km.  

From the car park, walk back up Laurel St to the oval. Walk diagonally across the ground to Arnold St. 

Go down Arnold St to the end and turn right into Walnut St. Follow this for a short distance where it 

turns into a walking track. Walk along the track for 200 metres, passing a billabong on the left until you 

meet a junction. Turn right around a sweeping bend, heading south for 300 metres to meet a T 

junction. Turn left, pass over the Plenty River to a T junction. Turn right then immediately left onto 

vertiginous Evelyn St. 

For easy walkers, go 200 metres along to Hill St on the left. Follow Hill St for 500 metres passing 

Bourke, Hut and Sherwin St to Paddock St. Turn right and walk 200 metres to Fore St. Turn left here 

and go a short distance to the “Bear Tree” on the right. Wait here for the rest of the group, about 10 

mins. 

Moderate mob go up the hill about 400 metres. Have a look at this view. Not bad hey? Walk carefully 

down the hill to Mason St on the left. Follow Mason St initially uphill then downhill passing Bourke 

and Hut Streets. Continue down the hill now on a grassy verge. Pass Sherwin St to get to Paddock St. 

You have to go left here for 200 metres to Fore St. Turn right to catch up with the easy mob at the 

“Bear Tree”. Admire the tree for a few minutes then continue a short distance to Whittlesea-Yea Road. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/795+Plenty+Rd,+South+Morang+VIC+3752/@-37.6516739,145.0851125,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6497c8bc02ea7:0x5d1c378ed239c943!8m2!3d-37.6517079!4d145.0849194?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
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Turn left here and walk 1km to Forest St. You will pass the showgrounds on your right, cross the 

bridges over the Plenty River and Bruces Creek to come to a Caltex service station. Turn right into 

Forest St, crossing busy Whittlesea-Yea Rd. Walk to the end turning left into Oak St for 200 metres to 

get to a roundabout at Church St. Turn right and walk a short distance to turn right into St Rafael  

Place. Walk to the end and you will be at the start of the walk beside Bruces Creek. This is a good time 

to have a break. 

Follow the path for 1.3km to end at Tambo Circuit. Turn right to follow Tambo Circuit around to the 

left and walk 400 metres to Wallan Rd. Turn left and follow Wallan Rd for 1km passing Oakbank Blvd 

on the left to arrive at Black Flat Rd on the left. 

Walk 900 metres along Black Flat Road, with a bend to the right, to a roundabout. This is the same 

point when turning right previously at Oak St. You now turn right and walk along Church St, past the 

bowling club, to reach the roundabout at Whittlesea-Yea Rd. Carefully walk through and continue on 

Church St, over Walnut St, to Café 59 on Church on your right. The café asks to ring ahead to make 

sure we will fit in. 97160237. If not, the pub will cater for large numbers.  

Walk south to the end of Church St and turn left into Laurel St for 700 metres back to the cars. 

274 M %  Quarry Hills Park and Mernda linear walk, South Morang/Mernda   
7kms 2hrs Mel 183 D5 
Tony Stutterd. June 2018; updated April 2020 

Surface = 3, steepness = 3 
Car-pooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre 
 

To reach the start of the walk, travel along Plenty Rd to Lakes Bvd. If coming from the South, turn left 

here, and proceed along Lakes Bvd for about 1.5km, passing through several roundabouts. On reaching 

Gordons Rd, and with a Coles Supermarket on your left, turn right into Gordons Rd. After about 

200m, turn right into Topaz Gve. Park on the grassy verge, near the gate into Quarry Hills Park, at the 

Northern end of Topaz Gve or veer left and immediately park in Gordons Rd 

The walk commences at the entrance to Quarry Hills Park. Look for the wire fence that runs North-

South on your right. This fence indicates the boundary of the Reserve. A just-discernible informal path 

runs close to the fence-line, traversing exposed granite and grass, and through alongside copses of 

scrubby trees. The gradient is moderately up. After about 500m, a second fence is encountered. This 

can be crossed, using the gap where the two fences meet; a short treated pine pole has been placed 

horizontally about two-thirds of a metre above the grass. 

Continue up and along the N-S fence line, but now in open ground without an informal path. At the 

highest point there are good views to Mernda and beyond. The descent off the highest point is again 

across grass, but near the bottom, a small copse of trees needs to be skirted to the left. A driveway is 

also on the left. If the gate can be opened, use this. If not, then the exit to the road is by climbing under 

the wire fence. 

Turn right here into Hunters Rd (no sign), and walk past a property on the right with succulent plants. 

The road traverses an old quarry. Just past the quarry on the left is the Woodlands Conservation 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Diamond+Valley+Sports+and+Fitness+Centre/@-37.705881,145.1219645,13.77z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad649b144e7d975:0xd90206b30afb691e!8m2!3d-37.6890722!4d145.111776?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Skyline+Drive+%26+Topaz+Grove,+South+Morang+VIC+3752/@-37.6260785,145.0768319,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64bb8930bd10f:0x72509ca5f008f48b!8m2!3d-37.626082!4d145.078646?hl=en
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Reserve; it is bounded by a post-and-rail fence. Enter this, and use the earth path to walk to Waterview 

Dve (no sign). Cross the road, and look for a path that follows the boundary of a football oval (the 

Woodland Waters Recreational Reserve).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Turn right onto this concrete path. After a short distance, the path runs between the oval (on the left) 

and a series of billabongs and a small creek (on the right) that form the Simon Creek Linear Park 

North. Follow this path for about 1.5km, crossing Leonardo Dve along the way, and passing 3 bridges 

on the right. On reaching Renaissance Bvd, turn right across a small bridge. Immediately turn right and 

proceed S on a path again running parallel to the creek.  After a short distance, there is a small shelter 

with seats, and a good place to stop for a break. 

Leave this area, using a path to walk a short distance towards the creek and Cordoba Way. Cross the 

creek here via a bridge, and return to the path on the W side that was used in the earlier part of the 

walk. Walk back to the ovals, Woodland Conservation Reserve and Hunters Rd, and again enter the 

Quarry Hills Reserve via the gate or under the fence. Walk along the N-S fence-line back to the cars. 

Coffee at the Meringue Café, 290 Gordons Rd (corner Lakes Bvd and Gordons Rd), just to the left 

inside the entrance to Coles Supermarket. 

 

** Note that whilst the first and last part of this walk traverses land in public ownership, it is currently 

leased for farming. Infrastructure in the form of paths and formal entry points will be developed in the 

future. Before undertaking this walk, several days in advance contact Alex Hodgson, Conservation 

Contracts Coordinator, City of Whittlesea, Works Depot, 68 Houston St, Epping   tel 9401 0593 /0429 

482 520       Alex.Hodgson@whittlesea.vic.gov.au 

Alex will then notify the Tenant and Works Officers who use the property regularly. 

As with all private properties, we enter at our own risk. 

 
275 M* Spanish Gully Rd, Smiths Gully  
7.7kms  2 hours  Mel 264 F3  
Tony Stutterd, September 2018 

Surface = 3, steepness = 4 
Carpooling at ELT  
 

Park off-road adjacent to the Smiths Gully Cafe..Turn right into Clintons Rd, and use the formed 

gravel path adjacent to the road to walk 2km. It will be necessary to cross the road at several points, as 

the path changes from side to side. The only road passed on this section is Broad Acres Rd, on the 

right. For the most part, this section has only minor changes of gradient.  

On reaching Spanish Gully Rd (on the left), turn left and walk 1km down to Smiths Gully Rd. Turn 

right here, and for the next 500m, keep as close as is possible to the right-hand edge of the road. 

Caution is needed here, as there is neither a footpath nor a wide verge. On reaching Black Cameron Rd 

on the left, cross Smiths Gully Rd, and walk up Black Cameron Rd. The first 700m is of moderate 

grade, but consistently uphill, so the top of this rise is a good place to stop for a short break.  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/290+Gordons+Rd,+South+Morang+VIC+3752/@-37.6296505,145.0794036,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64bc701cb7f1f:0x7131a0795abcf051!8m2!3d-37.6295825!4d145.0794894?hl=en&authuser=0
https://maps.google.com/?q=290+Gordons+Rd+(corner&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:Alex.Hodgson@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Smiths+Gully+Cafe/@-37.6208794,145.2610133,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6485b6ccfe9b9:0xa44a4c53c52a845c!8m2!3d-37.6205817!4d145.2626729?hl=en&authuser=0
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Continue along Black Cameron Rd for a further 1.1km. Initially this is level walking, but then falls away 

steeply to Smiths Gully Creek, followed by a level section to the St Andrews Market space (Proctor St), 

and the main Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews Rd. There are toilets here.  

At the road junction, look for a path running adjacent to the main road, and on the left. Follow this for 

1.8km to return to the Smiths Gully General Store. Initially the path is narrow, but broadens out onto 

an old road alignment. When this peters out, it is necessary to walk along the left side of Kangaroo 

Ground-St Andrews Rd. Whilst this road carries a considerable amount of traffic, there is a clear verge 

for walking single file. It is usually possible, as is the case here, to walk on the ‘safe’ side of road 

barriers, where they are installed. The gradient of the path and road between St Andrews and the 

parked cars is up, but moderate. 

Coffee: Smiths Gully Cafe 

276 E Briar Hill/Plenty River/Montmorency circuit  
6½ kms 1½ hrs Mel 21 C3 
Ian Burns, 2018  

Surface = 1, Steepness = 2, scenery** 

Begins at Briar Hill Hall carpark  (126-132 Sherbourne Rd, west of shops). 

Walk to Campbell St, behind the hall, turn left and go to Mountain View Rd. Turn right, crossing over 

to River St. Go almost all the way down this to Bannerman Ave. Enter this and walk down the hill and 

turn left into Rand St. Walk down this and cross the Plenty River on a small bridge, then turning left 

onto the Plenty River Trail. 

Follow this to where it ends (Bicton St) and turn right. At the end of this street, opposite the railway 

line, turn left and re-join the Plenty River Trail. Pass under the Para Rd rail and road bridges and walk 

to Willinda Park (toilets). 

Take the southward path near the toilets and walk about a kilometre to an intersection. Take the left 

path, crossing the bridge. Montmorency Secondary College will be over to your left. 

Turn right, skirting the en-tout-cas tennis courts. Continue down the trail, passing the Montmorency 

Football Club pavilion on your left you will have the oval on your left. Coming to a fork in the path, 

take the left hand, walking between the two ovals. Make your way up to Para Rd. Cross Para Rd at the 

traffic lights and walk up Rattray Rd to Montmorency shopping centre. Coffee at Max’s (far corner of 

Were St). 

Leaving Max’s continue along Rattray Rd, past the service station and crossing Wellington St to 

Mountain View Rd. Go down Mountain View Rd, crossing the bridge over the railway line and walk up 

the hill to the roundabout. Turn left here and proceed to the Briar Hill shops, crossing Sherbourne Rd 

at the Briar Hill traffic lights. The cars will be a hundred metres or so on your right.  

277 E Harry Pottage Reserve-Gresswell Forest Reserve, Macleod  
7.2 kms 2 hrs Mel 20 A7 
Chris Butler, September 2018, Updated April 2022 

Surface = 2, Steepness = 2 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Smiths+Gully+Cafe/@-37.6208794,145.2610133,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6485b6ccfe9b9:0xa44a4c53c52a845c!8m2!3d-37.6205817!4d145.2626729?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/dir/-37.7077265,145.1183439/@-37.7086549,145.1168333,16.81z/data=!4m2!4m1!3e0?hl=en
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Starts near the corner of Wungan St and Glenmore St, Macleod 

Park beside the Harry Pottage Reserve. There may be some cars parked by commuters using the nearby 

Macleod Railway Station. If so, continue further along Glenmore St, where there should be adequate 

parking beyond the reserve. Start the walk in the reserve by taking the path that is opposite house 

number 37 in Glenmore St. Follow the path through the reserve to Wungan St opposite the Macleod 

Recreation and Fitness Centre, a distance of 350 metres. 

Where the reserve path ends another one starts immediately to the right and enters the Cherry St 

Grasslands. Follow the path for about 70 metres, until reaching an intersection of 3 paths. Take the 

right hand path past the “Protected vegetation” sign and continue, passing the “Ghost train and leaf 

skeleton” information board. Walk for 700 metres.  

The grasslands path ends at a T intersection meeting a bitumen path that runs behind houses in the 

Springthorpe Estate. Turn right at this point and walk a short distance until reaching the “Cherry St 

Grassland Reserve” sign. Turn left and walk 70 metres to a road – Springthorpe Bvd. Turn left and 

walk 400 metres to the Village Common. 

Follow a path that runs along the left side of the common to reach Ernest Jones Dr, observing the 

former Mont Park Asylum in the distance (now owned and occupied by La Trobe University). Turn 

right along Ernest Jones Dr and walk 250 metres to reach a road named Hideaway Turn. Walk to the 

end of the Turn, where there is a gate into the La Trobe Wildlife Sanctuary. Ignore this gate and head 

right along a short path to reach a water feature known as the Cascade. Follow the path on either side 

of the Cascade for 250 metres, leading upwards to the Ernest Jones Reserve and a good spot for a 

break to admire the Cascade. Notice a former administration block of Mont Park Asylum in the 

distance, now converted to apartments. 

Continue along the same axis as the Cascade water feature which has now disappeared. Cross a road 

and pass through an avenue of townhouses (called Cascade Walk). Upon reaching a wide road with a 

roundabout turn left. This is Main Drive. Walk 400 metres to an entrance to Gresswell Habitat Link. 

Enter the Link and follow a boardwalk which eventually becomes a gravel path. Pass a club house and 

paths to the golf course of the Strathallan Golf Club. If you take a wrong turn it will soon be obvious. 

Retrace your steps back to the main path. At a point about 300 metres from entering the Link reserve 

another boardwalk is reached on the right of the path. There is a sign at this point welcoming walkers 

to the habitat link. Follow the boardwalk, which shortly becomes a gravel track, for 300 metres, bearing 

slightly uphill until reaching a point where the path takes a sharp left turn and becomes a vehicle track. 

Follow this for 350 metres, ignoring two paths to the right and one to the left, and look for the second 

track off to the right. Take this track for a short distance to a gate which enters Gresswell Forest 

Reserve. 

Enter Gresswell Forest and follow Dianella Track to the left, which hugs the boundary fence line for 

650 metres. At this point, Centre Track is reached, with the Greenwood Dr picnic ground outside the 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Glenmore+St+%26+Wungan+St,+Macleod+VIC+3085/@-37.7217951,145.0648499,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64618d10db1ef:0x6c88d8eac2ff1e98!8m2!3d-37.7226265!4d145.0691165?hl=en&authuser=0
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reserve on the left (toilets). Turn right and walk along Centre Track, taking care not to divert onto any 

other tracks. Follow this to the south, passing Billabong Track on the left and Antechinus Track on the 

right. Centre Track now becomes Salt Creek Track.  

Follow this, passing an amazing eucalypt on the right, to a gate directly ahead that leads out of the 

reserve. 

Leave the reserve and cross Vincent St to Dunvegan Parkland. There is no formed path through the 

park, but an exit is visible in the distance, running between the back fences of adjacent houses. Walk to 

this exit and continue along this narrow linear reserve. The trail at this point is above Salt Creek which 

has been diverted into pipes below the ground. Follow it for 350 metres, crossing two roads, to reach 

Glenmore St to return to the cars. 

Coffee at one of the cafes in Aberdeen Rd, Macleod Village shops, near Macleod station. 

 

278 M Montpelier Reserve and the Main Yarra Trail, Templestowe  
6.5km  1¾ hrs  Mel 33 E3 
Tony Stutterd, December 2018 

Surface = 2, steepness = 3, scenery***  

Commences from the second car-park in Westerfolds Park, off Porter St.Proceed in a North Westerly 

direction along the broad path from the car park for 800m to the Main Yarra Trail (MYT). Walk to 

Bonds Road (1.8km) via the MYT. This is a sealed multi-use path throughout its length. There are two 

short sections with a   steep gradient. Along the way, the Yarra River is crossed via a small foot bridge, 

and a much longer swing bridge is passed on the left. Odyssey House can be seen on the right. On 

reaching Bonds Rd, turn right and walk about 800m due North to the Northern end of Montpelier 

Dve, passing the turn-off on the right to Odyssey House and the Southern end of Montpelier Dve. 

Although the road is narrow here, it carries very little traffic, and there is a grassy verge on both sides. 

About 350m of the section between the two ends of Montpelier Dve is steep. The grassy verge can be 

used throughout this section. The top of the hill is a good place to take a break for refreshment. 

Turn right into the Northern end of Montpelier Dve, and follow the loop, initially up then quite steeply 

down, for about 1km around to the S end. Turn left into Bonds Rd (not sign-posted) After 150m, look 

for a path on the left into Montpelier Reserve; at some stage this has been sealed, but for the most part 

is now overgrown with grass. Look for the opening to the right of the gate into the Reserve. Follow the 

path for about 750m, at which point it joins the MYT. Veer left here, and walk to the small foot-bridge 

over the Yarra. Immediately after crossing the bridge on the right, look for an informal and steep 

earthen track**. Take this: it is steep only for about 50m. Stay on the narrow path for about 400m. A 

broader, more formal path enters from the left and right. Turn left here, walk up a gentle slope for 

200m, then turn right to join the broad path used at the outset. After 300m the cars will be reached. 

 ** an alternative to taking this narrow earthen path is to stay on the Main Yarra Trail, and walk for 

400m, Turn right, and walk 800m back to the cars. 

Coffee at Carlucci’s or Vibrante   

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Aberdeen+Rd,+Macleod+VIC+3085/@-37.7261034,145.0698466,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64617f6129707:0xfb09457c1fb504b7!8m2!3d-37.7273508!4d145.0701041?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Porter+St,+Templestowe+VIC+3106/@-37.7539958,145.1263542,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6380f92f96287:0x913e624224693e55!8m2!3d-37.7538968!4d145.1473485?hl=en-GB
https://goo.gl/maps/BoRfKKoBbpHjwhMX6
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Vibrante+Restaurant/@-37.7554739,145.1301158,15.65z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad647f33258112f:0xb8d63326b6b9d9c8!8m2!3d-37.7568591!4d145.1301873?hl=en&authuser=0
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279 E Whitefrairs and Mullum Mullum Park circuit, Donvale 
6kms 2 hrs Mel 49 A1 
Wilma Waters, February 2019; amended June 2020 

Surface = 1, steepness = 2, scenery **** 

Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park 
 
Commences at the carpark off Conos Ct, Donvale. Walk to the road-crossing located on Park Rd 50m 

from the car-park. Cross the road, turn left, and use the footpath to walk a short downhill section to 

Mullum Mullum Creek. Look for a sealed path adjacent to the creek, and opposite McIntyres Rd. Turn 

right along the Mullum Mullum Creek Trail. This 1.3km section of the Trail, located at the rear of 

Whitefriars College, traverses lightly timbered terrain via 3 bridges over the creek and a wide path 

shared with cyclists.  Cross Heads Rd to re-join the trail, and walk a further 1.3km. For part of the way, 

an open, grassy section adjacent to the trail can be used in lieu of the trail itself. At the point where the 

Mullum Mullum Creek Trail meets up on the right with Eastlink Trail, stop for refreshment. This is 

close to Beckett Rd, on the left. 

Return the same way 

Coffee 13 Rows, Aumanns Produce (Harris Gully Rd), or at The Pines Shopping Centre (Reynolds Rd, 
Doncaster East).     
   

280 E  Koonung Creek Circuit, Box Hill North    
7kms 2hrs Mel 47 C4 
Ian Burns, February 2019, updated June 2020 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1, scenery ** 
Carpooling at Eltham Lower Park. 
 

The walk begins at Elgar Park, corner of Elgar Rd and the Eastern Freeway. 

Walk north 100 metres along the concrete path to a T junction.  Turn right and walk under the Elgar 

Rd bridge. 

Follow the path (creek on your left), walking through the Frank Sedgman Reserve, crossing the creek a 

couple of times.   

Continue for about 1½ kms through Tram Rd Reserve and Koonung Creek Linear Park, crossing the 

footbridge (signposted on the left) over the freeway towards Wetherby Rd.   

Go under Wetherby Rd and through Koonung Creek Reserve and Boronia (again ignoring all side 

tracks), past an extensive wetland on the left, to a signpost pointing to Koonung Creek Trail South/1 

km Wetherby Road/100 m Boronia Grove. This is the halfway point. There are two seat benches just 

prior to this.  

Retrace your steps about a kilometre, walking westwards.  

You will see a track to the right, signposted to Church Road. Take this, keeping the creek on your left. 

After about a kilometre the track turns north-westerly, towards Tram Road. At Tram Road, turn left 

and cross the freeway. Look for the path on the other side of the road, which takes you down to the 

Koonung Creek Trail again. Follow this back to the cars.   Coffee at Pancake Parlour.or Teapot Café 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Conos+Ct,+Donvale+VIC+3111/@-37.7868208,145.1944612,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad639bb68edb6d7:0x4a12a8d826f6ef40!8m2!3d-37.7874236!4d145.1975262?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Aumanns+At+Warrandyte/@-37.7651238,145.1894287,14.83z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad639dec7050267:0xce720f47027d7dc!8m2!3d-37.7642103!4d145.199536?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Lower+Park/@-37.7326253,145.1379437,16.46z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637fd25e5fd9b:0xa41f24e93776a5da!8m2!3d-37.7327568!4d145.1399564?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7984001,145.1237426,16.63z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/The+Pancake+Parlour,+Doncaster/@-37.788526,145.117358,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6476a4bd8d4d5:0xd079cdd94bf1754d!8m2!3d-37.788526!4d145.1195467?hl=en&authuser=0
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281 E Suspension Bridge-Willinda Park Circuit, Greensborough  
7kms 2hrs Mel 20 K1 
Ian Burns, February 2019 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery *** 

Park at the Greensborough Tennis Club (near the Living & Learning Centre). 

At the swing bridge (don’t cross it), take the path to the left (downstream), along the Plenty River Trail. 

Cross the river, under the Main St bridge. 

Continue downstream (the river on your left), ignoring other paths to the left and right. 

This will lead you into Bicton St (un-signed).  Turn right and walk to the end of the street, where you 

turn left.  This will take you back to the Plenty River Trail. 

Follow this, under the Para Rd bridge, until you get to Willinda Park athletics facility. 

Look for the path on the left, taking you across the Plenty.  Ignore a path to the left, continue past a 

football ground on the left, Montmorency Secondary College to two sets of tennis courts. 

At the second courts, take the right-hand path and cross the river on a small bridge.  After a short way, 

follow the path to the right, back to Willinda Park (toilets). 

Circle around the track back to the Plenty River Trail, turning left. 

Follow the river to the swing bridge.  (You can end the walk here). Cross the bridge and take the right-

hand path, walking to the next bridge at Partingtons Flat.  Cross the bridge and take the right-hand 

track to circle around the soccer field. 

You will climb a modest hill before descending back to the cars. 

Coffee at Oregon Xpress (Weidlich Rd). 

282 M Ferguson’s Paddock and Temple Ridge Circuit, Hurstbridge 
8kms  2¼ hrs Mel 185 K8  
Tony Stutterd, March 2019, Updated July 2022 

Surface = 4, steepness = 5  
Car pool: ELT 
 

Commences at the car-park adjacent to the Hurstbridge tennis courts. If coming from Eltham, turn left 

(West) into Hurstbridge-Arthur’s Creek Rd, at the second roundabout. The second roundabout is 

located at the intersection of Hurstbridge-Kinglake Rd and Hurstbridge-Arthurs Creek Rd. Then after 

approx. 100m, enter the first ‘driveway’ on the right. There is parking adjacent to the courts and also 

ahead around a bend to the left. 

Walk into Fergusons Paddock by going NW from the car-park towards the creek. Follow the path 

adjacent to the creek for about 1km. You will come to the Hurstbridge Primary School on your right. 

Keep it on your right until you reach the roundabout at the intersection of Hurstbridge-Kinglake Rd 

and Cherry Tree Rd.  At the roundabout, cross into Cherry Tree Rd. Walk 100m, then turn right into 

Dunstan Dr. After a further 100m, turn left into Milton Way. Use the very short easement at the end of 

Milton Way to reach Anzac Ave (unmarked). Turn right here, and walk a very short distance up, then 

another 2 short sections steeply down and up until reaching a locked gate (but which has pedestrian 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Greensborough+Tennis+Club/@-37.7010553,145.1044249,17.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad649b5df577f1b:0xea564779f1228650!8m2!3d-37.7007824!4d145.1056808?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Oregon+Xpress/@-37.7011578,145.128814,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64903b7f7f9ff:0xfa4e8b3fe82a2190!8m2!3d-37.6989587!4d145.1310496?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
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exits) and sealed Taylor Rd. Turn left here, and walk 600m to Parker Rd. Turn right into Parker Rd and 

walk 300m down to the roundabout on the main Hurstbridge-Kinglake Rd.  Turn left (there are a 

couple of shops near the roundabout), and with the adjacent road on your right use the elevated 

footpath to walk 400m to Rose Ave. Turn left into Rose Ave, and walk 300m, passing Lynbrae Ave, to 

reach Hillcrest Rd. Turn right here, and walk 800m along this winding and in parts quite narrow sealed 

road. Just before Hillcrest Rd makes a sharp right turn down (and changes its name to Lynbrae Ave), 

look for a gate on a rise on the left. Walk around it into Temple Ridge Reserve. 

This is a good location to stop for a drink /refreshment. 

Once inside Temple Ridge Reserve, a decision should be made whether to 

•  proceed up the very steeply rising, eroded road on the left, or  

• wait for about 20 minutes for those who do walk up the steep road to return, or 

• undertake the last section of the walk. If this option is chosen, skip the section described in 

the next paragraph. 

Those walking up the hill will veer left, and proceed about 350m (about 10 minutes). Stop half-way to 

admire the admire the panoramic views. At the top, continue along the road, which is level for about 

150m, then drops gently.  Rather than do this descent, about turn and  re-trace your steps, walking 

along the ridge, then down the very steep road. Some walkers may find it easier to walk on the grassy 

verge. Proceed to the gate used to enter the Reserve from Hillcrest Rd. 

There are now two ways to reach the Hurstbridge-Kinglake Rd. The first option is on sealed roads, and 

is both easier and longer. The second is shorter but steeper (but not as steep as the path to the top of 

the Reserve) 

Option 1: exit the gate, and follow Lynbrae Ave (the extension of Hillcrest Rd) to The Glen. 

Turn left to reach the main road in a further 200m, or 

Option 2: continue 400m steeply down the grassy verge of the gravel road used to walk to the 

top of the ridge to reach another gate into Temple Ridge Reserve.  

Whichever way, cross Hurstbridge-Kinglake Rd where the sight-lines are good, and immediately follow 

the road across the rail line and towards the black metal bridge about 100m off to the right. (There is a 

second metal bridge on the left, but don’t walk to this). You are now on the final section of the 

Diamond Creek Trail, which extends back to the Yarra. This is a 3m wide sealed path used principally 

by cyclists. Walk c800m along this path. At its end, rather than use the road that runs parallel to the rail 

line, turn left and walk on the earth path, with an oval on your right. After about 500m, a bridge will be 

seen on the left across the creek. Use this, and turn right, such that the creek is now on the right.  

Follow the path (with care: there are numerous tree roots) for 700m as far as Hurstbridge-Arthurs 

Creek Rd and a single-lane bridge. Turn right and cross this. On the left is the short road back to the 

cars. 

Coffee at Heart n’ Soul Cafe, cnr Main Rd and Anzac Ave, Hurstbridge, 9718 1555, or the Coffee at 
Post Office Café, Main Rd, Hurstbridge, 794 Heidelberg-Kinglake Rd tel 9718 2911 
  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Post+Office+Cafe/@-37.6380897,145.1938113,16.46z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad634f07f8f41cb:0x6241ca49cc584513!8m2!3d-37.6397688!4d145.1930221?hl=en&authuser=0
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283* M Birrarung tracks in South Eltham 
7km  2hrs  Mel31K10 
Joy Hick, May 2019 

Surface 3, Steepness 3 
 

Commences at the southern (river) end of Griffith Park Rd  Park along the left side of Griffith Park 

Rd, after turning left from Banoon Rd. 

Proceed straight ahead into Griffith Park, then left along the Yarra River bank for 1.5km to Sweeney’s 

Lane. This is a narrow track, requiring single-file walking, but clearly visible throughout its length. On 

reaching Sweeney’s Lane, go through the gate, and turn right. Almost immediately, turn left again 

following the river bank. Before the steep slope to the river, there is a gap in the fence on the left. This 

track takes you to the confluence of the Yarra River and Mullum Mullum Creek, and an elevated area, 

with views across to the bank of the other side of the Yarra.  

Proceed upstream along a narrow track through Parks Victoria land for approximately 300m, at which 

point the track finishes. Retrace steps back to Sweeney’s Lane.  

Turn right, and proceed up a relatively steep hill for 300m along Sweeney’s Lane to Yarra Braes Rd. 

Turn right here. Walk along Yarra Braes Rd for 300m, using the verge where possible, to Wild Cherry 

Drive. Turn right here. After approximately 250m, look for an elevated water-tank. Between properties 

numbered 2 & 3, there is a partly concealed track on the right. Continue along this track for 

approximately 100 m, go through a single gate and turn left. 

Follow this track for approximately 300m, and at a fork on your right walk to a viewing area which 

overlooks the Yarra and rocky rapids, if the river is low.  Retrace your steps for 50m back onto the 

main track and turn right. Proceed about 400m, then take the right fork, and look for an area where 

you can scramble down a clay embankment. Cross the mostly dry creek to a path on the opposite side. 

Continue along this track for approximately 300m. This is a suitable place to have refreshments.  

Return the same way through to Sweeney’s Lane. Turn left from Yarra Braes Rd onto Sweeney’s Lane 

for 50m, then turn right up unmade Jalna Crt for 200m. At this point use a concrete path to take you 

through to Kent Hughes Rd. Turn left and follow this unmade road for 900m back to the cars, noting 

that Kent Hughes Rd changes to Banoon Rd when you cross Hillcrest Ave. 

Coffee at Teapot Café 

284 E Mullum Mullum Creek Trail, Ringwood   
7.5 kms 2 hrs Mel Ref 50 C3 
Ian Burns, Wilma Waters, June 2019, amended June 2020 

Surface 1, steepness 1, scenery *** 

Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park 

 

From Eltham, to reach the start of the walk, take the Warrandyte/Ringwood Road towards Ringwood. 

At the Oban Road roundabout, turn left. Continue straight ahead at the Wonga 147 Road roundabout 

then after passing through the next roundabout look for Marilyn Cres, which is the 3rd on the left. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Tea+Pot+Cafe/@-37.7172497,145.1465583,16.73z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637da5f9984c5:0xb29dee4be9a04be!8m2!3d-37.7162069!4d145.145947?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
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Turn left here, then first right and first right again into Ailsa Court. Park in Ailsa Court, off Highland 

Blvd.  

Walk begins at Peter Vergers Reserve 

Reserve, adjacent to the Ringwood Club.  

Walk north-westerly across a large paddock to a small bridge across the creek. Turn left. Continue on, 

crossing Oban Road and walking to Mullum Mullum Reserve, about 2 kms.  

At a T junction, turn left and cross the creek, then right, now walking south-westerly.  

Pass under (?) Oliver St, and go to the Ringwood Bypass.  

Retrace your steps from here.  

For a longer walk, on the return journey continue beyond the small bridge at the Peter Vergers Reserve.  

Coffee at Leaf & Vine Café, 34 Panfield Avenue, Ringwood 
 

285 E Westerfolds-Bonds Road Circuit, Templestowe Lower  
5kms 1½ hours Mel 33 E3 
Ian Burns 2019, updated February 2021.  

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery *** 
 

Park in Porter Street.  Enter Westerfolds Park through a narrow gateway. Follow the narrow earth track 

to a T junction. Turn right, crossing a small bridge, and walk uphill to another T junction – ignore the 

broad path going uphill to the right, taking a narrow track to the left. This path eventually heads steeply 

down to the main Yarra Trail.  

Turn left, crossing the bridge over the Yarra Yarra, continuing on the Main Yarra Trail (the river on the 

left), to Bonds Road (about a kilometre), ignoring another (more impressive) bridge that leads to 

Wombat Bend. Return the same way.  

Coffee at Carlucci’s or  Vibrante. 

 

286 E Wonga Park  
6.3 kms 1¾ hrs  Mel 24 K6 
Surface = 2, steepness = 2 
Carpooling at ELT 
 

Begins from the car park at Wittons Reserve (northern end of Reserve Rd adjacent to Brushy Creek). 

Walk back a short distance towards Reserve Rd. Turn left across grass and look for a gate and bridge 

across a small creek. Cross the bridge, then follow the river track until it becomes a vehicular track 

(about 20 minutes of walking). Note that in wet weather, the Bergen bush that flanks each side of the 

track is weighed down by accumulated moisture. The bushes meet at about head-height, so come 

prepared. 

Continue until the track makes a right-angle turn up a moderately steep hill. Follow a dirt track down to 

the river for a refreshment break. 

Return to cars along the same route 

Coffee at Food for all seasons (Warrandyte) 

about:blank
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7985331,145.2381667,15.92z?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Porter+St,+Templestowe+VIC+3106/@-37.7528453,145.1281005,15.5z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6380f92f96287:0x913e624224693e55!8m2!3d-37.7539295!4d145.1468165
https://goo.gl/maps/BoRfKKoBbpHjwhMX6
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Vibrante+Restaurant/@-37.7568591,145.1283732,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad647f33258112f:0xb8d63326b6b9d9c8!8m2!3d-37.7568591!4d145.1301873?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Little+Theatre+Inc/@-37.7022714,145.1838351,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad636f520473cc1:0xc83849b30383c6d7!8m2!3d-37.701257!4d145.185541?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Wittons+Reserve/@-37.7179526,145.2857659,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad631892d5803e7:0xf04567605316e80!8m2!3d-37.718275!4d145.2854961
about:blank
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287 M* Nioka Stuchbury Track and Plenty River, Yarrambat 
Distance?? 1¾hrs   Mel 184 C8 
Tony Stutterd, August 2019 

Surface = 4, steepness = 3  
Car-pooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre 
 

Commences at the end of Latrobe Rd, off North Oatlands Rd, Yarrambat. North Oatlands Rd is the 

second road on the left, after passing the Kurrak Rd intersection. Park at the end of the unsealed 

section of Latrobe Rd, on the road verge. 

A noticeboard and locked gate to the Plenty Gorge Park are located on the North side of the road. Go 

through the very narrow gap alongside the gate, and walk along the broad gravel road (Nioka Stuchbury 

Track). Close to the remnants of farm buildings, the road enters bushland and heads down and West 

towards the Plenty River. On reaching the river, the road continues towards the Nioka Scout Camp. 

Rather than wade through the river, return along and up the road. Near the top of the rise, where the 

road turns right, look for a narrow bike track off to the left and skirting a tributary of Plenty River. This 

is just before reaching the farm buildings. Cross 15m through the scrub to the bike track, and turn 

right. Again notice the tributary of Plenty River, steeply below you on the left. The bike track - one of 

several here – follows the contours of the land closely, so there are numerous rises and falls over the 

next 1.5km. The bike track emerges from the lightly timbered surrounds at a single log bridge, and a 

broader timber bridge 50m further along the tributary. Cross the second broader  bridge. This is a good 

place to pause for refreshment.  

Continue along the grassy track that is adjacent to the tributary bank, but on the opposite side to the 

bike track. Backtrack after 10+minutes walking. Recross the bridge, and walk up the bank immediately 

ahead. Turn right, and after 200m, re-join Nioka Stuchbury Track. Turn right, and at a point where 

there is an opening in the fence on the left, walk into the open paddock. Veer left to cross the paddock. 

On reaching the row of trees, veer left again, and walk along the edge of the paddock to re-join Latrobe 

Rd.  The exit onto the road, though also narrow, is wider than the entry point initially used to enter 

Plenty Gorge Park. Turn left along the unsealed road, and after 300m, you are back to the cars. 

Coffee at St Helena Market Place, 212 Aqueduct Rd, Diamond Creek, or if warm and sunny, at Tanck’s 

Corner Café, Ironbark Rd, Yarrambat. Tanck’s Café can be noisy inside, so use the outdoor seating 

area. 

  

288 E Rosanna Parklands and Warringal Parklands circuit, Macleod 
8kms 2hrs Melway: 20 B9 
Chris Butler, August 2019 

Surface = 1, steepness = 2, scenery *** 
 

Commences near the corner of Thomson Dr and Chapman St. Park along Thomson Dr and Chapman 

St. Park along Thomson Dr opposite Stanton Cr and meet beside the Parklands. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Diamond+Valley+Sports+and+Fitness+Centre/@-37.705881,145.1219645,13.77z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad649b144e7d975:0xd90206b30afb691e!8m2!3d-37.6890722!4d145.111776?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6399469,145.1186542,15.1z?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com/maps/@-37.7337119,145.0689314,17z
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The walk begins by following Salt Creek in the Rosanna Parklands, a former golf course. The creek 

rises in Gresswell Forest further to the north in Macleod and is buried in pipes for most of its course to 

the Yarra River. In the parklands there is a rare glimpse of the creek out of pipes. 

Start the walk on a path closest to Thomson Dr heading along the east side of Salt Creek. Keep to the 

path and don’t cross the creek on any of the bridges encountered. Walk for 1.2kms until reaching 

Lower Plenty Rd. Turn right and head 100m to the traffic lights to cross this busy road. Once over the 

road turn left and walk along Lower Plenty Rd for 200m and turn right into Jolliffe Cr. Turn left almost 

immediately into Alfreda Av and follow it to Rosanna Rd almost 400m away. 

Cross this extremely busy road at the traffic lights and follow Banyule Rd 850m, skirting around 

Banyule Primary School, to the River Gum Walk. Turn right onto the Walk and follow it for 1km to 

reach Beverley Rd and the Warringal Parklands. Turn right and walk on the left side of Beverley Rd on 

the concrete path for about 500m. (Alternatively if it isn’t wet underfoot walk on the other side of 

Beverley Rd on the grass). There are some logs on the right side of the road, making it a good spot for 

a morning tea break. 

Continue another 450m on the right side of Beverley Rd which becomes Burgandy St and Heidelberg 

Park. Walk through a large carpark (on the right) and look for a concrete path that heads uphill through 

parkland before the road crosses Salt Creek. (The creek re-emerges from pipes for a very short distance 

to enter the Yarra River). Follow the path to a point where it divides, about 200m uphill, and away 

from the car-park. Head along this path to Brown St at the end of the parkland. Cross to Quinn St and 

walk for 550m to St James Rd and turn left, heading downhill to reach Rosanna Rd again. 

Turn right and head a short distance to some pedestrian traffic lights. Cross at these lights and turn 

back to St James Rd where a righthand turn will lead a short distance downhill to Grove Rd. Turn right 

and walk 300m to Station Rd. Cross the road to a small reserve which narrows on its Northern 

boundary and follows an old lane-way. Take this route to Douglas St. Turn left and walk a short 

distance to Turnham Ave where a righthand turn will finish at traffic lights on Rosanna Rd. Cross at 

these lights and re-enter Rosanna Parklands this time walking the distance along a path on the west side 

of the creek. There are a number of paths – choose anyone of them as they all lead back to the starting 

point on Thomson Dv, 1.2km away. 

Coffee at Mr Macleod in Aberdeen Rd, Macleod. 
 

289* M Osborne Road/Yarra River walk, North Warrandyte  
6.5-7kms      2 hrs        Mel 23 J 9/10  
Wilma Waters, September 2019, updated October 2021 

Surface = 3, steepness = 3  
Carpooling at ELT 

 

The walk commences from the end of Osborne Road, Warrandyte. Osborne Road is located off 

Warrandyte-Kangaroo Ground Road on the east side approximately 1 km from the Warrandyte Bridge.  

From ELT drive towards Kangaroo Ground, turning right at the Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte Rd 

roundabout. Continue for approx. 5km towards Warrandyte. Turn left at Osborne Rd and travel 1.2km 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Mr+Macleod/@-37.7269791,145.068253,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad648a12b1ae047:0xe6abb1752f369ce0!8m2!3d-37.7269791!4d145.0704417?hl=en&authuser=0
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to the end of Osborne Road.  Turn at the bowl at the end of Osborne Road and park on the south side 

behind each other outside resident numbers 50 ongoing to 40 for what is required for the number of 

cars.  

Walk 1.1km west along Osborne Road.  After the “dog leg” you should be able to walk on the verge on 

the south side of the road for most of the time until you reach Hamilton Road on the right.  Walk 

down Hamilton road then turn right into Koornong Crescent, and continue to where the road divides. 

Take the section indicating to Nos. 31-41. At the top, enter the Yarra River Linear Reserve, here 

referred to as ‘Koornong’.  

Turn right and walk down towards the river for a short distance, turning left at the intersecting track. 

Follow this “vehicle wide” track along the Yarra River, ignoring the track off to the right. This will take 

you out the gate on to Yarra River Court.  Follow this road down to Pigeon Bank Road. Look for the 

track immediately on your right.  

At this point, about turn, walking back along the creek to join the wider track you came out on. Follow 

this along the Yarra River to reach Koornong Crescent. After crossing the road over the creek look 

ahead for a fence with a track leading off to the left. Take this track. After a short distance you will 

have a good view of the Yarra River. This might be an ideal snack stop.  

Stay on this narrow track for approximately 2kms. (At times you are behind the houses in Osborne 

Road.) If there is a choice, always keep to the left. There are 2 “exit” tracks off to the right. Ignore 

these and continue by following the river until you come to the exit into the end of Osborne Road 

(between house numbers 48 and 50). You will have now completed a loop following the course of the 

Yarra River. You are now back at the cars. 

Care will be needed on this walk after or during wet weather.  

Coffee at Food for all seasons (Warrandyte 

 

290E Linear Trail from Beasleys Nursery   
5.8kms 1½ hrs Mel 34 F3 
Vera Snelders, Septtember 2019 

Surface = 2, steepness = 1, scenery **** 
 

This walk forms part of the Mullum Mullum Creek linear trail and, whilst it is fairly open, it is well 

signed and on flat, formed paths. The walk starts from alongside the children's playground at the rear 

of the parking area at Beasley's Nursery. Continue along this path, over the one lane bridge and cross 

the road at The Parkway. Pick up the trail on the other side of the road and walk until a river viewing 

platform is reached, where the Mullum Mullum Creek joins the Yarra. This is a good half way rest spot. 

Now, retrace your steps back to and across The Parkway. Once the BBQ area near the one lane bridge 

is reached you have the option to extend the walk by crossing the road here and walking straight ahead 

on a gravel path to a noticeboard indicating where the start of the Templestowe Hill Climb used to be 

(about 20 minutes return). Again, retrace your steps to the road and cross back over the road to pick up 

the trail once more back to the parking area at Beasleys. Coffee at Beasleys  

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Food+for+All+Seasons/@-37.7377006,145.22246,16.73z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6372c700df79d:0xf4b41bbc8970f6e!8m2!3d-37.7370367!4d145.2236775?hl=en
https://goo.gl/maps/cbrgRFRh1iuGRUEcA
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291E Everard Drive Tank Track Circuit, Warrandytet  
6.1kms 2hrs Mel 23 C12 
Vera Snelders, December 2018 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery *** 

Carpooling at Eltham Lower Park.  
 

Park and begin the walk from Tarooma Reservein Everard Drive, Warrandyte. Walk up to Everard 

Drive, turning right up the hill. Pass the entr ance to Pound Bend Park on your left. 152 Continue 

straight ahead along the small track to the right and alongside Pound Bend Road (or use the road itself), 

for about a kilometre, until you reach the T Junction with the Tank Track (signposted). Stop here for a 

drink break. Turn right to continue uphill on the Tank Track. Follow this undulating and uneven track 

as it loops back to finish across the road from the Park entrance. Walk back down Everard Drive to the 

parked cars in Tarooma Reserve.  

Coffee at The White Owl, Goldfields Shopping Centre. 
.  

292 E Westerfolds Park Circuit, Lower Templestowe 
5.8kms  2 hrs Mel 33 E3 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery *** 

Poles advisable. 

 

Meet at the farther car park off Porter Street, Lower Templestowe, beyond the toilet block. Look for a 

rough path in the far corner, on the right. Take this, walking uphill to the Manor House (1938). Skirt 

this to the right, taking the first path to the left. This goes down hill to an intersection with a water 

fountain. Take the left path and walk some way, past a toilet block and the Parks Victoria offices 

(where we have our meetings). This path goes down hill to a gate just before the Main Yarra Trail 

(toilets to the right). Here you can either turn left onto the concrete footpath or cross it to a bush track 

on the left that follows the Yarra. Proceed to the lookout on the right, which is the break point. 

Continue either on the concrete path or bush track to where these meet, about 600 metres. At this 

point you will see an informal path to the left, or across from the track and past a broken sign: take 

this, ignoring paths to the right and left. You will come to a formal track on the left – keep going to get 

to a small bridge, which you cross. Almost immediately you will see a track to the left: take this and 

walk back to a gate at Porter St. Turn left and then left again into Westerfolds and the cars. 

 Coffee at Two Doors Café, in the car park on the corner of Anderson and James Streets. 

293 E Kalparrin Gardens and a Little More, Greensborough 
6.6kms 1¼ hrs Mel 20 J1 
Bert & Helen Fine, Ian Burns, November 2019.  

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery *** 

Hard surface path but with wide grassy edges most of the way, minimal undulations.  Ample car 

parking along Whatnough Park and/or Yando St. 

The walk begins at the Kalparrin Early Childhood Intervention Centre in Kalparrin Ave., 

Greensborough. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Eltham+Lower+Park/@-37.7326253,145.1379437,16.46z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637fd25e5fd9b:0xa41f24e93776a5da!8m2!3d-37.7327568!4d145.1399564?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Taroona+Reserve/@-37.7429994,145.2083109,16.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6373ef1d63629:0xd3da7f3191704d1b!8m2!3d-37.7423177!4d145.2072741?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Goldfields+Shopping+Centre,+Warrandyte+VIC+3113/@-37.7480663,145.2093826,15.1z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63740e4065047:0xc624a2a3045eb9e7!8m2!3d-37.7476734!4d145.2074521?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Westerfolds+Park/@-37.7502146,145.1303838,17.81z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad647f8c6dc4d41:0x7e357ba597f90502!8m2!3d-37.7456458!4d145.1360701?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/dir/Porter+Street+Picnic+Area,+Templestowe+VIC+3106/TWO+DOORS+CAFE,+Anderson+Street,+Templestowe+VIC/@-37.7531316,145.1261497,15.46z/data=!4m14!4m13!1m5!1m1!1s0x6ad647f19908b9cb:0xbd3dc6b1d024c294!2m2!1d145.1288077!2d-37.7507837!1m5!1m1!1s0x6ad647f3300fffff:0xc87870745ea4df0d!2m2!1d145.130183!2d-37.756354!3e0?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Kalparrin+Early+Intervention+Centre/@-37.6988934,145.0995643,15.92z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6485061c0e005:0xb3fa7564ac56457e!8m2!3d-37.6998433!4d145.1022932?hl=en&authuser=0
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From Kalparrin turn left onto Yando St using the footpath going very gently uphill, passing the 

skatepark and St. Mary’s Tennis Club on the left. 

Ignore the park entrance just beyond the Tennis Club and with the lake now in full view, continue 

along Yando St. to the second park entrance.  

Enter the Park and walk westwards along the northern edge of the lake, veering slightly left at the 

toilets on the right, with a children’s playground on the right and a footbridge on the left. 

Cross the lake using the bridge.  Turn immediately left and walk along the southern side of the lake 

until reaching an obvious U-turn to the right leading to the BBQ/picnic area further on the left.  This 

upper path roughly follows the direction of the railway line on the left. 

Just past the BBQ shed, turn right into Pinehills Drive and walk through the carpark to the other side 

of the lake, ignoring the first path on the right.  

Re-enter the park using the second path on the right towards the playground and the duckpond. 

Walkers who brought some stale bread can now feed the ducks (haha), while others might want to 

make use of the toilet amenities a little further on the left.  

Return to Yando St. using a short uphill path behind the toilets and then all the way down to Kalparrin 

Ave.   

At the intersection of Yando St and Kalparrin Ave, find the footbridge across the Plenty River (on the 

left).  Walk across the bridge and turn sharp left onto the lower (old) section of the trail, through 

abundant vegetation (acacias in spring) and with the river in full view all the way.  At the junction with 

the shared path (watch for bikes) take a right and walk back to the footbridge. 

At this point the group can decide to call it a day (approx. 4.5 km) or continue around Partington’s Flat 

via the Diamond Valley Soccer Club, up the escarpment to the Greensborough Tennis Club and the 

“dreaded” swing bridge. 

Cross this, turning right immediately and walking back around Whatnough Park to the cars in Kalparrin 

Ave.  This extension  may be a little easier underfoot depending on weather conditions and will add 1.5 

km to the walk making it a total distance of 6 km. 

Coffee at Mabel Jones, Grimshaw St< Greensborough (park at rear) 

 

294 E Findon and Darebin Creeks circuit, Epping  
7km  1:45 hrs  Mel 182 C10 
Tony Stutterd, November 2019 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1 

Car pooling Diamond Valley Sports Centre 
 

To reach the start of the walk: If coming from Eltham /Greensborough, drive to McDonalds Rd, 

South Morang, using either Yan Yean Rd and Kurrak Dve, or the Western Ring Road and Plenty Rd. 

Travel West along McDonalds Rd to its end. There are two tricky intersections along the way. The first 

is at Bush Bvd, which you will pass and which is on the left; and then Ferres Bvd, where McDonalds 

Rd veers left past South Morang Rail Station. Continue along McDonalds Rd, past both Pindari Ave on 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Mabel+Jones/@-37.7031132,145.0997493,16.46z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6485b6ec5713b:0xae4a56cf8f9ca472!8m2!3d-37.704727!4d145.10271?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Diamond+Valley+Sports+and+Fitness+Centre/@-37.705881,145.1219645,13.77z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad649b144e7d975:0xd90206b30afb691e!8m2!3d-37.6890722!4d145.111776?hl=en&authuser=0
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the left, and Greenbrook Dve, also on the left. A further 1km brings you to a roundabout. Turn right 

here into Dalton Rd, and park in Dalton Rd, near the first group of houses on the left. 

The walk: Cross the grassy area opposite the houses to join the sealed path alongside Darebin Creek, 

and turn left. Walk to a footbridge and cross  to the other side of the creek. Findon and Darebin 

Creeks meet very close to the bridge, and on the right. Turn left, with Findon Creek on the left. Walk 

through to Findon Rd, which runs in an East-West direction. Cross the road. Continue North on the 

path, and with Findon Creek on the left. After 500m, the path turns to the right. Continue for 100m, 

then turn left onto a path running North-South. Maserati Dve runs parallel to this path. Pass Lichen 

Way, Two Creek Dve and Granite Out, located on the right side of Maserati Dve. Cross Hayson Rd. 

With Findon Creek on your left, continue on the path for a further 300m. Turn right here, and turning 

away from the creek walk 300m to re-join Hayson Rd. Cross the road, and look for Cottage Rd. Both 

Cottage Rd and Shaftesbury /Edith St run parallel, with the transmission lines in between. Walk South 

along Cottage Rd for 800m, noting the historic bluestone cottage among the modern homes at about 

the 500m mark. Pass under further transmission lines to the left and right. Look for a path that runs 

adjacent to a creek. This is Darebin Creek, and will now be on your left. The shade of the trees here 

makes this a good place to stop for a drink and refreshment. 

Pass Porsche Ct on the right, and continue along the trail to Findon Rd. To cross the road, you need to 

walk several metres up and to the left to a road crossing. Once across the road, continue along the trail 

for 500m. This will bring you to the foot-bridge used near the beginning of the walk. Rather than cross 

it, veer left and continue along the trail for a further 700m to McDonalds Rd. Turn right here, cross 

Darebin Creek. At the roundabout, turn right into Dalton Rd, to return to the cars.  

Post-walk coffee: Drive East along McDonalds Rd, past South Morang Rail Station, turn right, then 

right again at the first turn into the Westfield Plenty Valley shops. Cafes are located at the Western end 

of the shopping precinct, near the cinemas. 

Coffee at Westfield Plenty Valley Town Centre, just after the right turn past the South Morang station.: 
Drive East along McDonalds Rd, past South Morang Rail Station, turn right, then right again at the 
first turn into the Westfield Plenty Valley shops. Cafes are located at the Western end of the shopping 
precinct, near the cinemas. 
 

295 E Schwerkolt Cottage-Park Road, Ringwood 
6kms 1½ hrs Mel 49 D7 
Ian Burns, 2020  

Surface = 1, steepness = 1 
Carpooling Lower Eltham car park  
 

Begins at the car park just past Schwerkolt Cottage car park, just off Deep Creek Rd, Mitcham.   

From the car park, walk downhill to the Eastlink Trail, turn left and walk beside the Mullum Mullum 

Creek. 

Shortly after crossing Quarry Rd and the creek, take a track going off to the right.  

Continue, crossing Head Rd, to Park Rd, the half-way point.  

Return the same way.  Coffee at Rubiki, North Ringwood 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Westfield+Plenty+Valley/@-37.6478286,145.0696645,14.83z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad649678ec60a55:0xf0456760532d320!8m2!3d-37.6514028!4d145.0720323?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Schwerkolt+Cottage+Reserve/@-37.8106297,145.2091329,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad63971bac1303b:0x11b684c1d9c40d9c!8m2!3d-37.810634!4d145.2113216?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7955958,145.2357053,16.73z?hl=en
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296 E Three Nature Reserves - Eltham Lower Park 
5 km  1.5 hrs Mel 21 H10/11 
Bert Fine, June 2020 Updated December 2022 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery**** 
 

Enter Lower Eltham Park from Main Road and park near the cricket pavilion at the right hand side of 

the oval. 

Begin the walk from there, rounding the oval clockwise towards the Diamond Valley Miniature Railway 

Station and onto the main trail.  Look for the entrance to the Family Nature Trail on the left, marked 

by a blue notice board giving the park’s history.  

Turn left onto this path and follow it right through, skirting the back of the railway complex, ignoring a 

path on your left.  This section is grassed. 

Once back on the main trail, retrace your steps past the railway station, continuing down to Skills 

Lookout on the Yarra River.  Pause for a few minutes before getting back onto the main trail, heading 

towards the Yarra footbridge.  

On your right, look for the entrance sign into Lenister Farm.  Cross a little wooden bridge, veering to 

the left.  Keep the wetlands to your left to find a narrow unmarked path at the third fence post, that 

will take you to a well-hidden bird hide.  

Continue on approximately 25 m, back to the main trail.  Walk to the foot of the Yarra footbridge 

(which will be on your left).  Turn right and almost immediately right again to re-enter Lenister Farm.  

The path leads back to the wetlands, this time on your right.  Just before reaching the wooden bridge, 

veer to the left and cross the farm diagonally, slightly uphill, to reach a woodheap.  This is a good spot 

for refreshments. 

Turn left here towards and onto Homestead Road.  Continue to the junction with Hohnes Rd and turn 

right, using the boardwalk back to the carpark.  You will have walked approximately 4 kms in 1 hr and 

15 mins. 

Those walkers who would like to go a little further should turn left at the junction, before the 

boardwalk, for a lovely meander through Hohnes Fauna and Flora Reserve, reaching the entrance to 

the reserve up a fairly steep section of Homestead Road (about 10 mins) to the Jayson Avenue 

corner.  There, enter the reserve through a gate and follow the path zigzagging down to the exit at the 

Childcare Centre.  At three or four spots along the path it is crossed with fallen logs, which can be 

easily negotiated with a little care. 

From here the carpark is clearly visible on your right.  This section adds approximately 20-30 minutes 

to the full walk. 

Coffee at Teapot Café. 

297 M Plenty River and Diamond Hills Reserve, Greensborough 
8.5km  2½ hrs  Mel 11 A10 

Chris Butler, January 2021 

Surface 2 Steepness 4 Scenery 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7339602,145.1372899,16.19z?hl=en&authuser=0
about:blank
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This is a circuit walk on gravel and concrete paths, with plenty of opportunity to walk beside the 

concrete paths. 

Park in the carpark of the Carpooling at Diamond Valley Sports Centre off Civic Drive, 

Greensborough. 

Begin the walk by heading south along Whittingham Circuit, which is located in front of the Nillumbik 

civic buildings, towards the pedestrian bridge over the Greensborough Bypass. Cross the bypass and 

immediately turn right following the path beside the bypass for 200 metres until reaching a linear 

parkland. Turn left and follow a path through the parkland for 500 metres until its end. At the t-

intersection turn left and take a path which quickly changes from concrete to gravel and descends down 

to the Plenty River. Take care as it is slippery in sections. 

After about 300 metres a wide path heads downhill on the right. Don’t be diverted before this point by 

other narrow tracks that head downhill as they are heavily eroded and hazardous. Walk down the wide 

path for only a few metres where there is a short track off to the right leading down some wooden 

steps. Walk down the wooden steps to another wide gravel track and turn right to follow it for about 

700 metres, walking anti-clockwise around an oval until reaching the Plenty River concrete path. Turn 

right and follow it for the next 2.6km staying on the right side of the river for the whole distance. After 

about 1.5km there is an old decommissioned waterpipe bridge over the river. Stop here and take a 

break. 

Continue on the river path. After 1.1km it changes from concrete to gravel and diverts from the river 

to follow a tributary known as Dry Creek. Follow it until reaching a locked gate. Walk around the gate 

and turn left into a wide-open linear space, which is part of the Maroondah Aqueduct. Follow it for 

about 800 metres until a children’s playground is visible 70 metres in the distance. Turn right and walk 

uphill along a narrow concrete path beside a black wire fence until reaching a road which is Sugar Gum 

Boulevard. Turn right and follow the road for 700 metres to its end. Turn left. Walk for a short 

distance along this steep section of Plenty River Drive until reaching Diamond Hills Reserve on the 

right. 

Enter the reserve. Almost immediately on the right is a path. Follow it beside an oval and then uphill. 

Keep to the path and don’t take any of the exits out of the reserve on the right. At the top of the rise 

the path forks – take the righthand fork and walk to the picnic shelter visible in the distance on the 

crest of the rise. Stop to admire the views of the Plenty Gorge Parklands to the west. Continue along 

the path on the crest of the hill and then downhill until reaching a laneway beside a school known as 

Diamond Valley Special Development School. Follow the lane downhill as it descends to Brentwick 

Drive, at which point turn left and head to Civic Drive. Cross the road and skirt around the outdoor 

performance space to return to the cars. 

Coffee at Caffeind (Apollo Parkways)  

 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6891374,145.1106433,17.27z?hl=en
https://www.google.com.au/maps/search/Caffeind+apollo+parkways/@-37.6883507,145.1065382,17z?hl=en&authuser=0
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298 E Diamond Creek -Wattle Glen Reserve 
7.8km 1½ hrs Mel 12 A6 
Vera Snelders February 2021 

Surface = 1, steepness = 1, scenery*** 

 

Walk starts at Coventry Oval, off Elizabeth St, Diamond Creek. Park on the left. 

Leaving the cars, walk towards and past the club rooms and cricket nets to the Diamond Creek Trail. 

Turn right and walk towards and under a road bridge. 

Follow the trail to Wattle Glen, for the break (picnic table). Partly open, but with plenty of grassy 

verges. Return the same way. 

Coffee: Vines is within walking distance, or the Tram Café in the reserve on the other side of the Main 

Hurstbridge Rd. 

299 E Northland-Fez’s Wetland, Preston 
6.6kms 2hrs Mel 19 C11 
Ian Burns, March 2021 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery*** 
 

Meet at the car park at the north-eastern part of Northland, at the eastern end of Wood St.  You will 

see a large notice on the right: Emergency Assembly Point C.  Coming from Eltham along Southern 

Rd, you cross over a bridge over Darebin Creek, where the road becomes Murray Rd.  Almost 

immediately, before the traffic lights, there is an unnamed road on the right.  Take this and drive to its 

end, with the shopping complex on the left.  You will see the emergency sign directly ahead.  Park here. 

Head north-east from the car park and cross the bridge.  Turn right onto the Darebin Creek Trail, 

walking in a southerly direction for about 400 metres.  When you come to a branch, take the right-hand 

path.  This will take you under Southern Rd. 

You are now in the Darebin Creek Forest Park. 

After about 600 metres you will see a track on your right, opposite Gona St: take this.   

Continue southwards, passing under Bell St.  After a short distance you can either continue straight 

ahead (on a well-formed bush path), or continue to the left on the main (concrete) path – they 

converge after about 200 metres. 

After a further 600 metres you will come to a bridge – cross this and walk a short distance to Fez’s 

Wetland, on your left.  This is the break point. 

Return the same way.  

Coffee at Northland. 

300 E Lower Plenty Bridges, Yallambie 
6kms 1¾ hrs Mel 20 K8 
April 2021. Ian Burns 

Surface = 2, steepness = 1, scenery**** 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Coventry+Oval/@-37.6722863,145.15279,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad6360a109058b3:0xf0456760532ab50!8m2!3d-37.6722906!4d145.1549787?hl=en-GB
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7386577,145.0307968,17z?hl=en&authuser=0
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Park at Yallambie Park, near the Yallambie tennis courts (access via Yallambie Rd and Binawee Ave), 

left into Moola Close, then first right 

Cross onto the Plenty River Trail and turn right, passing a soccer ground and the tennis courts on the 

right, to the Lower Plenty Road bridge (Bridge 1). 

Walk under this and then up onto the Old Lower Plenty Road historic bridge #2.  Turn left and cross 

the bridge.  Turn right just after crossing the bridge, back onto the PRT. 

Continue southwards, passing the Heidelberg Golf Club on your left, to bridge #3. 

Retrace your steps back to Yallambie Park. 

Continue upstream, crossing bridge #4.  Almost immediately turn right and head back down the creek 

to a wide-open space (Glenaurburn Park). Return to the previous spot and look for a track straight 

ahead.  This parallels the main trail. Walk north, past houses on the right, and return to the Plenty River 

Trail.  Turn right here and cross bridge #5. 

Turn right immediately onto a formed track, which takes you back to the PRT.  Turn right and cross on 

bridge #6, for a view to the left of the local escarpment. 

Return to Yallambie Park and the cars. 

 
301 M  Eltham East easements, the transmission track, and Research paths, Eltham 
5kms      Melway 22 B4    
2021. Ann Kennedy and Tony Stutterd 

Surface = 3, steepness = 4   

Park near the corner of Bainbridge Dve and Valonia Dve, Eltham East. Walk 100m along Bainbridge 

Dve and look for an easement on the left.  Walk up this steep, sealed easement. Cross over Madine 

Way, pass Eucalyptus Rd on the right, then shortly afterwards veer right along the informal unsealed 

path to emerge onto Diosma Rd (unsigned here), and Gum Hill Ct on the left (signed) – c800m in 

total.                                                                                                                                                        

Continue along Diosma Rd for about 75m, then look for the gate that leads into the Eastern Copper 

Butterfly Habitat. Once in the Reserve, keep to the informal path on the right and adjacent to several 

properties. Walk through this, and after c250m use the gate to cross into the broad path with high 

transmission lines. Turn left. Walk 750m, initially down then steeply up the transmission line path. At 

the top of the rise, there is an easement on the right. Turn right here, go under the power lines, and 

past the backyard of a property which sometimes has a board showing pictures and names of the 

resident animals (100m).                                                                                                                   

Look for a sealed path on the left which take you past a side fence of this property. The path emerges 

into Lyon Rise. Walk 300m down Lyon Rise (in effect a court, and which is steep).  At the end, do a 

dog-leg into Griffin Ct, right, then 20m left into Booth Ct.  Pass Kyne Pl. Near the end of Booth Ct 

(200m), look for an easement, partly concealed by vegetation, which is straight ahead. Walk along this, 

and after 100m, emerge onto the very broad verge of Main Rd, with the townships of Research to the 

right, and Eltham to the left.  Turn left, and walk 200m to and past the transmission lines. Turn left 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/2A+Moola+Cl,+Yallambie+VIC+3085/@-37.7270847,145.1048216,18z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad648770d590d85:0xb428c7cab29d7322!8m2!3d-37.7270847!4d145.1059159?hl=en&authuser=0
https://goo.gl/maps/pGB2LAR7cc1x1frMA
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onto the path adjacent to the transmission lines. Follow the path 300m up to a bench, and stop here for 

refreshment.                                                                                                                                       

Continue up the hill, then down (500m in total). Look for an easement on the right where you need to 

be able to see a sealed road through the trees. Turn right here along this easement, then down steep 

steps to a T junction, which is Frank St (100m). Turn left into Frank St, and walk 300m to Eltham 

Woods Children’s Centre.  Continue past the Centre to its boundary fence and turn left into the 

grounds. Follow the fence-line, and look for the first narrow easement on the right. This is not easily 

seen, but as a guide, at the entrance to this easement there is a tall Silky Oak tree (Grevillea robusta) on 

the left, and a large clump of Monstera deliciosa on the right (partially hidden by a small eucalyptus). 

Walk along this easement to Otis Pl. Cross Quentin Way, then steeply down the easement directly in 

front of you. You will pass easements coming in from the right and left, and then another easement 

diagonally off to the left. Choose the narrow easement in the right-hand corner ahead; follow this, 

along the way making a 90 degree turn to the left. This leads directly into Eurabbie Ct, sharply on the 

right (350m from the Children’s Centre).                                                                                                               

After 100m, turn left into Beard St. Walk another 300m to reach the roundabout at Valonia St. Turn 

left and walk c100m along Valonia Dve to the cars parked nearby.                                                 

Coffee: Eltham township. 

302 E Tunstall Rd-Tram Rd Circuit, Donvale 
8kms 2hrs Mel 48 D5 
June 30 2021, Ian Burns 

Surface = 1, steepness = 2, scenery** 

Carpooling at Lower Eltham car park. 

 

Walk begins at the end of Tunstall Road, Donvale, at the Koonung Creek Linear Park. 

Walk westwards (to the right) for about a 800 metres, going under Blackburn Rd and into Boronia 

Grove Reserve (not signed).  The creek will be on your left. 

After about 400 metres take the left-hand branch of the path, crossing the creek.  You will shortly see a 

path to the left, which crosses the freeway: ignore this, staying on a westerly trajectory.   

You will soon see a small lake on the right.  After about 700 metres from the end of this you will arrive 

at Koonung Creek Reserve.  Keep these on your left until you come to Wetherby Rd: walk under this, 

into the Koonung Creek Linear Park. 

Continue on the path for around 350 metres, ignoring paths to the right.  Cross the creek and walk a 

further 100 metres to a junction: turn right (north).  The other path leads to a bridge over the freeway. 

This can be the turn-around for a shorter walk. 

Continue for a kilometre, with the creek to your left, to Tram Road Reserve, ignoring paths to the right. 

You can now retrace your steps, returning to the cars, or walk up onto Tram Road.  Turn left, crossing 

the freeway and look for the return track on the left, just beyond the freeway exit road. 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://www.google.com.au/maps/dir/-37.8022081,145.1687012/-37.796535,145.1265087/@-37.7993576,145.156945,14.54z/data=!4m9!4m8!1m5!3m4!1m2!1d145.1352841!2d-37.7960919!3s0x6ad6476080247665:0xcbd68ae826660ebf!1m0!3e2?hl=en
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Follow the path eastwards to Middleborough Rd.  Cross this and look for the continuation of the trail 

just beyond the freeway exit ramp. 

Ignore a path to the left and continue to Surrey Rd.  Walk up onto this and turn left, heading north.   

Cross the road at the Caltex Woolworths to St Clems Rd.  A short way in, turn south into parkland and 

re-join the Koonung Creek Trail, heading south towards the freeway and the creek. 

Ignore the first track to the left; the second will be Tunstall Rd and the cars. 

Coffee at Evangeline’s, Tunstall Square. 

303 M The bike-paths of Candlebark Park, Templestowe                                                     
c 6km  1¾hrs   Mel 21 H10 
 Ruth Seidler, Roger Clifford, Stephen Lavender, Helen Boak, Joy Hick, Ann Kennedy, Tony Stutterd 

Surface =3, Steepness =3  

For this walk, a map created by the Trailforks bike-riding community may or may not be useful.  You 

will find it immediately after these notes. Although the tracks are named on the map, there are no sign-

posts to identify them. 

Travel to Lower Eltham car park. Drive through the gate off Main Rd, turn right, and park near the 

toilet block adjacent to Oval No 1. The walk commences by proceeding S along the boardwalk (located 

on the Fitzsimons Lane side of the park), through to Homestead Rd. Continue with the ovals on your 

left and parallel to Homestead Rd immediately on your right. At the Lenister Farm noticeboard, turn 

right and walk down to the river, then using the pedestrian bridge to cross the Yarra River. Turn right 

onto the earth footpath, and follow the river in a westerly direction. After 10 minutes walking, the path 

joins the Main Yarra Trail.                                                                                                                             

At the car-park adjacent to Fitzsimons Lane, turn left onto the Main Yarra Trail. Walk c200m, and at 

the second informal path entering from the right, turn right. Follow this until reaching a T junction. A 

wire fence with a path will be on left, and a narrow earth track on the right. The latter is known in the 

bike-riding community as The Dentist. Follow this. With several switch-backs, it gradually rises, several 

times coming close to Fitzsimons Lane on the right. When the vegetation clears, there will be a private 

residence on the right, and a moderately steep wide grassy path on the left. Continue, veering to the 

right on the narrow bike-path, over the crest of the hill and begin a gradual descent. At one point the 

track divides; either path is ok, as they meet up shortly below this point. Substantial houses and a tennis 

court will be passed on the right, and a small dam on the left. You are following a loop which takes in 

the southern-most reaches of Candlebark Park. 'The Dentist’ path ends at a point where a path enters 

from the right. Continue straight ahead onto a section of Hans Loop, and proceed until reaching a 

short steep section of Boneyard Track on the right. Continue straight ahead along Hans Loop, noting a 

dam sometimes covered in algae on the left.  This is a good place to stop for refreshment.                 

Just beyond the dam on the left, a number of unmarked tracks enter on the left and right. At the first of 

these, bear left, staying in sight of the dam. The next track entering from the right is the most 

substantial of those on offer, and is quite eroded. Turn right here, and walk up this track until reaching 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Evangeline's/@-37.7912865,145.1676652,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad639665cc544f7:0xb9bf803181682c83!8m2!3d-37.7912865!4d145.1698539?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
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a road suitable for management vehicles. This is the Candlebark Fire Road. Cross this, veer right, and 

look for a track heading into the scrub. To get your bearings at this point, consult the map; you are now 

in the middle of Candlebark Park. All but one of the paths will eventually bring you out onto the Hans 

Loop. (If you inadvertently find yourself back on the Candlebark Fire Road, turn left and walk towards 

the eastern boundary of the park, then left again towards the Yarra). If you are on Hans Loop (see 

map), stay on it, work your way towards the eastern boundary, then north to the Main Yarra Trail. If 

these instructions are simply too hard to follow, in desperation seek out one of the 7 members who 

developed this walk, and insist they lead you out of this labyrinth.                                                     

Turn left onto the Main Yarra Trail (identified by both its width and proximity to the river). Walk the 

short distance to the pedestrian bridge. Turn right across the bridge, up the moderately steep track, left 

into Homestead Rd, and back to the cars. 
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304 M  Tanunda Wetlands, Plenty Gorge Park , Bundoora 
Helen Boak and Chiew Yan Goon    

5.4km   1¾hrs  Mel 10 E9      

Surface = 3  Steepness = 3   

 

To reach the starting point in Fitzjohns Dve, Bundoora, turn off Plenty Rd, Bundoora either at 

Enterprise Dve, or Janefield Dve. Both these roads have dedicated lanes off Plenty Rd.       

• If using Enterprise Dve, travel 800m, then turn right into Mammalia Dve, then right into Linacre 

Dve. Turn left into Fitzjohns Dve, and on reaching Seira St, turn right.  Park on the left side of Seira 

St      

• If using Janefield Dve, travel 500m to the second roundabout, then straight ahead along Linacre Dve 

for a further 700m. Turn left into Fitzjohns Dve, and on reaching Seira St, turn right. Park on the left 

side of Seira St  

Walk N along Seira St to return to Fitzjohns Dve. Turn left and walk to a point where a path comes in 

on the right from open grassy ground. Turn right into Plenty Gorge Park and follow the wide sealed 

path. At a point where the path heads moderately steeply down, leave the sealed path and follow the 

rocky path to the left. Look for a narrow earth track on the left just before the main path has a rocky 

culvert; bike riders use the name In the Dog for this narrow track. Turn left here. The track heads in a 

Northerly direction, then veers West. After c5minutes walking along the side of a steep tributary of the 

Plenty R, look below on the right for a second path running parallel with the one currently being used. 

At a point where it is easy to do so, go off-track for about 1m to walk on this lower path. Eventually a 

point is reached where a wide earth road - Coulstocks Gully Track - ascends steeply on the left. 

Continue straight ahead onto this road, and after a few metres walk around a Parks Victoria locked 

gate. You are now in the upper reaches of the tributary, and it is usually very easy to cross it via some 

strategically-placed flat rocks. Continue on the road, which now climbs steeply for about 50m. Just 

before the top is reached, a quite unobtrusive path enters on the right. A steel post with an unrelated 

sign is alongside it. Take this path, known among the biking community as West World. 

You will be following this path for the next 15-20 minutes. Initially you are now on the Northern side 

of the Plenty River tributary. Throughout, the path is very narrow, and weed species present on either 

side. Along the way, you cross a small wooden bridge, and then shortly afterwards move out of the 

tributary valley into the much wider Plenty Gorge. The path now heads North, with the Plenty River 

off to the right. The path becomes quite rocky with weather-worn slabs of basalt prominent. A short 

climb, and you emerge onto the top of the Western flanks of the gorge. The vegetation changes, with a 

greater preponderance of tall eucalypts, and washed river-pebbles underfoot. A cyclone-wire fence and 

housing come into view on the left. The path now runs very close to the gorge, the latter dropping 

precipitously to the river. The path veers inland towards the tall fence, and onto a long narrow metal 

structure that runs horizontally across the side of a very   steep grassy bank. Midway is a metal stairway, 

both up and down, with about 100 steps up and 150 down. Turn left up this ‘Stairway to Heaven’.  

https://goo.gl/maps/tDMej67b4VoSTtWQ6
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Heaven turns out to be a lake encircled with reeds. Walk through the wide gap in the fence and turn 

right. Almost immediately, pick up an informal path on the left that partially encircles the lake. You are 

now walking on iron-impregnated red earth. After about 5 minutes on this path, look for a group of 

logs alongside the lake. This is a good place for a refreshment stop. 

Continue on the informal path around the lake. At one point, the path seems to disappear, but push on 

for 30+ metres and it becomes easy to follow again, albeit with high exotic grass on both sides. As a 

guide, the section where the path disappears is near a property with an old paling fence; the property 

itself is made of red bricks, and roof is triangular shaped. Head towards these. You are now close to the 

cyclone-wire fence. A hole in the fence, quite low to the ground (c1metre) enables you to cross to the 

other side and onto a broad grassy mowed verge. Walk up this moderately steep way for about150m, 

and emerge onto a sealed road: Jubilee Cres. Follow this to the point where it turns right. Instead of 

turning right, you will make a dog-leg of a few metres to the left and walk through a gate onto a sealed 

road between Bundoora Retirement Village and Plenty Residential Services, and which appears no 

longer to carry vehicular traffic. At its end, cross Janefield Dve, do a dog-leg of c10 metres and 

continue straight ahead on Zara Close. Follow                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

this for <100m and pick up the path that veers left, then right, with a board-walk and seats below on 

the right. After passing the end of Janefield Wetlands (on your right), the path comes to a T 

intersection. Turn left here, and wend your way back to Linacre Dve. Turn left, and continue on a path 

parallel to Linacre Dve, passing Edinburgh Cres and Greenwich Cres. Look for a path back into the 

Reserve, and take this. At Fitzjohns Dve the path veers left; continue along it until you reach Seira St. 

The cars are on the left side of Seira St. 

Coffee: Deganis, or Jolly Miller, Janefield Dve, University Hill. Both cafes are close to Coles. 

 

305 E  Suspension Bridge-Dry Creek, Greensborough  
7kms 1¾ hrs Mel 20 K1 
Ian Burns, December 2021 

Surface = 2, steepness = 2, scenery **** 

 

Park at the Greensborough Tennis Club (near the Living & Learning Centre). 

Walk northwards beside the Greensborough Park oval, through a gate and along a somewhat stony 

track.  Bearing left up the hill, you will walk along an escarpment with attractive views across the Plenty 

River. 

The track then descends to and traverses a soccer oval.   

Continue on the concrete path in a southerly direction, passing soccer club rooms on the left. You will 

come to a junction of paths (the left goes over the bridge): go straight ahead, ignore the paths to the 

left and right. You will now have the Plenty River on your left.   

Follow this path in a north-westerly direction, passing the mini waterfall, until it meets the Plenty River 

Trail. 

https://goo.gl/maps/xrqCRER5cLQaYBU77
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Greensborough+Tennis+Club/@-37.7010553,145.1044249,17.19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad649b5df577f1b:0xea564779f1228650!8m2!3d-37.7007824!4d145.1056808?hl=en&authuser=0
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Follow this for the rest of the outward walk, passing under the Greensborough By-pass. Cross the road 

at the roundabout and walk up the hill a short distance. On the left is the path back on to the PRT. 

Turn onto this and walk to John Batman’s alleged apple tree and the old Maroondah Aqueduct bridge. 

For a shorter walk, turn back here. 

Continue on until you see an old gate where the track begins to rise. This is where Dry Creek meets the 

Plenty, and is the halfway point. 

Retrace your steps back to the cars, finally taking either the escarpment route at the soccer field or 

crossing the bridge, oval and suspension bridge to the tennis courts.  

 

306 M Fairfield - Yarra River Walk, Fairfield 

7km     2hr    Mel 30 J12     
Stephen Lavender and Ruth Seidler  January, 2022.   

Surface =3, steepness = 3   

Car pooling Lower Eltham car park. 

 

Meet at the Fairfield Park carpark, Fairfield Park Drive, off Heidelberg Rd.  Look for the signs on 

Heidelberg Road. Fairfield Park Drive is the second street on the left after Station St, and about 500m 

from Station St 

Walk south 200m down the paved road and cross over the pipe bridge.  After the bridge turn sharp 

right through a gate, walking straight ahead down the hill, turning right under the bridge.  Follow this 

track for about 20 minutes with the river on your left, ignoring tracks going down to the river and those 

going right up the hill. 

On reaching the Chandler Highway Bridge, note the commissioned indigenous art on the wall high on 

your right.  Continue under the bridge, bearing left to walk close to the river.  Walk this track a further 

10 minutes, noting the indigenous storyboards.  Here you meet the paved Main Yarra Trail.  Follow 

this for a further 10 minutes until on your left you see a sign for Willsmere Billabong and wide 

gate.  Walk through this gate and along the shaded track with bush on either side.  As you emerge into 

an open area, there is a seat for a refreshment break.   

Following the break, turn right and follow the track around the billabong, eventually meeting up again 

with the Main Yarra Trail to return towards the bridge, ignoring the tunnel on your left that passes 

under the freeway.  After about 15 minutes as you approach the Chandler Highway Bridge, veer left up 

the slope to the bridge.  Turn right and walk across the bridge reading something of the history of the 

old Outer Circle Railway.  At the northern end of the bridge, turn left down stairs, then right and walk 

under the bridge.  Follow this track close to the river for about 10 minutes.  On reaching the end of 

this track turn right up the road, Alphington St.  Turn left at the second street, Park Cres., where there 

is a small roundabout.  Follow this back to the carpark or if you are having coffee at the Boathouse, 

turn left, as you emerge to the park, down a sloping, zig zag path to the entrance.   

(Milkshakes and Iced Coffee $9.50 at the Boathouse) 

Alternative Cafe:  Pantheon Cakes in Station Street, Fairfield 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.7349885,145.1398053,16.19z
https://goo.gl/maps/yVrYByz7YoZhFm99A
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307 E Wingrove Park Circuit, Eltham 

5.8km  1hr 30   
Ian Burns  Feb 2022  Mel 21 J8  

Surface = 2,  steepness =1 

Enter the park from Main Road, opposite the Shell service station: the circular walk begins here and 

goes to Lower Eltham Park and back. 

Head out of the park, away from Eltham, towards the river, crossing the bridge adjacent to Lower 

Plenty Rd, to the Diamond Creek Trail. 

Turn left here and walk to Eltham Lower Park. 

When you see a rotunda in the park, on the left, take the entrance and cross the railway tracks. Walk to 

the right for a short distance (towards the station), then turn left onto a grassy section (no path). 

Continue towards the Diamond Valley Miniature Railway Station, passing this on your right.  

You will now be on a formed path, the Diamond Creek on the left. 

When you come to a fork, take the right-hand track and walk up a slight hill to the main trail.  

Turn left Look and for the entrance to the Family Nature Trail on the left, marked by a blue notice 

board giving the park’s history.  

Turn left onto this path and follow it right through, skirting the back of the railway complex, ignoring 

the path at the T junction. This section is grassed. 

Once back on the main trail, turn left and continue down to Skills Lookout viewing platform 

overlooking the Yarra River. Pause for a few minutes before returning to the main trail.  

Turn left and walk about 50m, and look on your right for the entrance to Lenister Farm (notice board, 

with a large fallen gum branch). Take this path and cross a little wooden bridge at the wetland, then 

veer to the left.  

Keep the wetlands to your left to find a narrow, obscure path at the fourth fence post (aqua graffiti) 

that will take you to a well-hidden bird hide.  

From here, walk approximately 25m back to the main trail. Continue on this to the foot of the Yarra 

footbridge (which will be on your left). Turn right and almost immediately right again to re-enter 

Lenister Farm.  

The path leads back to the wetlands, this time on your right. Just before reaching the wooden bridge, 

veer to the left and cross the farm diagonally, slightly uphill, to reach an open spot with two picnic 

tables. This is a good spot for refreshments. 

Head off in a north-westerly direction to a well-formed road. When you see a wide gate on the right 

(may be closed), and walk down to the main trail. Turn left, keep straight on at a fork, continuing past a 

large children’s park (toilets) and the Diamond Valley rail station. Take the first entrance to the railway 

reserve (on the right) and walk back to Main Road. 

Turn right, following the trail back under Main Rd and onto the Diamond Creek Trail. Immediately 

after passing under the bridge, cross the footbridge on the right and return to the cars 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Wingrove+Park/@-37.7280553,145.1354334,15z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad637e6d99165ed:0xf04567605317010!8m2!3d-37.7280556!4d145.1441667?hl=en&authuser=0
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308 M  McLaughlans Lane and the Pipe Track, Greensborough                                      

7km,  1¾hrs    Mel 11 G9   
Tony Stutterd, Ann Kennedy  and Stephen Lavender      

Surface = 3   steepness =3  

Commences at St Helena Shopping Centre, located close to the roundabout joining Aqueduct, St 

Helena and Wallowa Rds,  Park along the back row of the car-park adjacent to St Helena Rd, or 

alongside the Pipe Track. Walk to the back (SW) corner of the car park, at the rear of Woolworths. 

Walk into the wide easement and open ground that is both to the left and right; this is the Pipe Track, 

and when it was built in 1891, the aqueduct and associated pipe took water from Maroondah Reservoir 

to Preston Reservoir.  Proceed along the Pipe Track for 1.4km to Diamond Creek Rd. Just before 

reaching Diamond Creek Rd, the track rises, and it is here, in a now closed-off tunnel, that the former 

aqueduct went underground, possibly as far as the Pipe Bridge across Plenty River.   

Cross Diamond Creek Rd with care, as the speed limit here is 80kph; there is a median strip in which 

you can wait between the traffic travelling in each direction. After crossing the road, continue straight 

ahead on a grassy easement, with St Thomas’s Village on the left. Cross Plantago Ct and continue on to 

Sugargum Bvd. Turn right here, noting a children’s playing area on the left (it’s a place where we stop 

for refreshment on the Yandell Reserve and Partingtons Flat walk). At the roundabout, turn left into 

McLaughlans La and walk 600m. Pass The Grove and Paphos Ct. After a further 200m along 

McLaughlans La you reach a narrow grassy easement on the left. Walk up this easement with houses on 

your left, and pass through a gap in the fence on the far right hand side of the easement. You have now 

re-joined the Pipe Track. Turn right here, and walk 400m to Plenty River Dve, passing through a 

narrow gate opening along the way.Cross Plenty River Dve (no sign-post here), and continue for 900m 

to a paling fence, and wooden steps on the right. Walk down these (with care), turn left, pass Crana Gv 

after 50m, then turn left into Civic Dve. Walk up this street, possibly stopping for coffee at the Apollo 

Parkways Shops at the top of the rise, and on the left. 

Post-refreshment, continue along Civic Dve and through a small roundabout adjacent to Apollo 

Parkways PS. Continue past Melbourne Polytechnic and on to the very large roundabout at the end of 

the Greensborough Bypass. Cross at the 2 sets of lights on Diamond Creek Rd, which are on the 

northern section of the roundabout. Turn left and walk along Diamond Creek Rd to St George’s Ct 

which will be the first road on the right and accessed via a 30m long footpath. Walk along George Ct to 

Oldstead Rd. Turn right here, and pass Sunshine Cl. Continue to Italia Ct, but instead of turning into 

Italia Ct, continue straight ahead on the sealed path that leads through to Beales Rd (no sign-post here). 

Cross this road, veer 20m to the right, and then go through a wide opening in the fence. You are now 

in a grassy area that was originally set aside as an extension of the Greensborough Bypass.  Walk past a 

small market garden on the left. Continue down, working your way to the boundary on the left hand 
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side of this wide, open area.  At the bottom, pick up a small path; there will be a house on the left with 

a tennis court at about shoulder-height and a small drain below on the right. This path will veer left and 

lead through to the Pipe Track on both the left and right. Turn right here, to return to the cars.  The 

distance from Beales Rd to the St Helena shops is c1.2km. 

309 M  Central Plenty Gorge, using mountain-bike trails, Plenty 

5.6km    2hr    Mel 10 G5      
Tony, Ann, Stephen, Ruth  April  2022     

Surface=4, steepness =5.  

 

Most of the walk has a steepness grade of around 3, but a couple of steep sections of 10m each, and a 

50m rise near the end, result in the higher rating. Note that some tracks can be muddy at any time, but 

the walk is perhaps best avoided in July /August.  

Note: The track names used in this description are taken from the relevant Trailforks maps (maps 

developed by and for the bike-riding community). At present, most of the tracks do not have signage. 

In a joint project between Parks Vic and Plenty Gorge Mountain Bike Trail (PGMBT) members, signs 

attached to trees are planned in the near future.  Until this happens, rely on the descriptive notes that 

follow. Many of the names of bicycle trails in this walk stem from songs written and/or performed by 

The Beatles, Oasis, the Standard Vocal Band and Marianne Faithfull.  

To reach the start of the walk, drive the length of Memorial Dve, Plenty, turn left into Goldsworthy 

Lane, then right at the water-tank 150m further on. Goldsworthy Lane is not sealed and can develop 

substantial pot-holes, so care needed. Drive to the entrance of the Plenty Gorge Park /Yellow Gum 

Recreation Area, go through the open gates, and after c100m park either in the small car-park on the 

left (room for 10 cars), or alongside the road. Immediately opposite the car-park is a gate and sign 

indicating Ankle Track. 

Walk along Ankle Tck for c150m to the second track coming in from the left. Rather than continue 

straight ahead, turn left onto the seriously eroded Rocky Raccoon Tck and follow the left fork down, 

passing slate-grey very steep slopes on the left, and a former quarry on the right. When the gradient 

levels, Gorgeous George Tck enters from the right. Continue past this for c100m, and head down the 

slope, ignoring the upward-trending track immediately ahead. At a point where a relatively 

inconspicuous track enters on the right, take this rather than the more obvious track which veers left.  

The latter track has a very steep drop of several metres that is unsafe for walkers. The minor track on 

the right which you will use, has a less steep section of 10m, but it too requires care. Plenty River is 

immediately ahead; a sturdy foot-bridge given the name ‘Welcome Back’ (it replaces a flimsy structure) 

enables you to cross. Walk up the dark-earth track, ignoring a track (Kangaroo Ridge) coming in on the 

left. The track you are using broadens out onto an old road alignment. Veer left, and walk up this 

moderately steep road. About two-thirds of the way up and just below the top of the rise, look for a 

track that enters on the right. This is not obvious, as it is about 5m off the road, but by keeping close to 

the right-hand edge of the road, you should see it. If it is missed, look for a second entry to the track 

https://goo.gl/maps/Zjvj6ZomFfEXWWwg9
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close to a large eucalyptus about 75m further on. And if you miss this, then you have a third chance by 

continuing to the high green cyclone-wire fence with houses just beyond, and turning right onto River 

Trail.   

Walk along narrow Afternoon Delight Tck, noting spectacular views off to the right of the river and 

beyond. This track eventually merges with River Trail coming in on the left. For a short distance, you 

will be walking alongside the green fence, with streets and houses on the left, and a small tributary on 

the right. Here, the track’s name has changed to Morning Glory Tck. At a point where a track on the 

left provides access through the fence to the residential zone, you will instead continue ahead and then 

quite sharply around to the right. A gravel road straight ahead goes up and under overhead 

transmission power lines. Initially follow this, but look for a fairly inconspicuous bike trail off to the 

right. You will be using a trail given the name Glass Onion Tck. Follow this for about 600m, alongside 

a tributary of Plenty R. As you leave the tributary valley, the Plenty R comes into view, with the track 

veering initially gently, then quite definitely to the left. Again, there are very fine views across the valley 

below. 

Continue along Glass Onion Tck, which eventually merges with the broad road you left behind about 

20 minutes ago. Follow the broad road for c50m, and look for a very steep earthen track of no more 

than 10m in front of you and on the left. Scramble up this. The cycle track immediately levels out and 

veers right, and you will see some logs just ahead. Continue along this track, now in an area with more 

vegetation than previously. At some suitable point, stop for refreshment.  

The track rises gently, and you move into a more-open area. At a point where a bike track heads off to 

the right, you continue straight ahead, and almost immediately veer right and down on a broad gravel 

and pebbly road. This road is quite steep, so in dry weather use the verge if the gravel is especially 

loose. Towards (but not at) the bottom of this incline, you will reach a T junction, with a cycle track 

coming in from the right, and continuing down to the river on the left. Look for an earth track across 

from the road and slightly to the right. If you are unsure about identifying this track, instead use the 

cycle track that heads down to the river, and then turns right.  Both tracks merge. 

 

After a short distance along either track, the river and a small bridge are reached. Just before the bridge 

are 2 large slabs of almost vertical rock. Cross the bridge, turn right, using a bike track known as 

Ozymandias Track; the two slabs of rock on the other side of the river might have reminded bike-riders 

of the ‘trunkless legs of stone’ in the desert conjured up by poet Percy Shelley, or, given previous 

names linked to songs, it might be a reference to the Marianne Faithfull song. Rather than continue on 

Ozymandias Tck, after c100m, turn up the hill on the left (though if you miss this turn, the track ahead 

soon links up with the track you need). Part way up the hill, turn left and continue to make your way 

up. A third left turn brings you out onto near level ground, with Plenty R below on your left. At the 

end of this track, you emerge onto a road suitable for cars. This is River Ave (not sign-posed here). 
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Turn right, and note a colourfully-painted water-tank at the end of the road. Rather than walk as far as 

the tank, turn left onto a broad, sometimes muddy road running off River Ave, and walk c150m 

towards the river. At the river, turn left onto a narrow track (Gorgeous George Tck) and head up a 

ridge; this is the third and last steep section mentioned at the start of the walk. Plenty River will be 

immediately on the right, and below. Again, care is needed here, as the drop to the river is relatively 

close to the track. The track then gradually descends, with the quarry seen at the beginning of the walk 

on the left. At an intersection of tracks, you have now completed a circuit. Turn left and walk up 

eroded Ankle Tck, with the quarry still on your left. At a T junction, turn right to return to the cars. 

 

310 E  Yallambie-Viewbank Silos, Yallambie 

6km  2hr  Mel 20 K7     
Helen Boak   

Surface =2, steepness =2 

  

Park near the Yallambie tennis courts (access via Yallambie Rd and Binawee Ave).  

Cross onto the Plenty River Trail and turn right, passing a soccer ground and the tennis courts to the 

Lower Plenty bridge (about 800 metres). 

Walk under this and go up onto the Old Lower Plenty Road historic bridge.  Turn right and walk along 

Old Lower Plenty Rd to Lower Plenty Rd.  Turn left for a short distance, then turn left into 

Bannockburn Rd.  Go to the end of this road, turn right down a slope with steps and cross a 

footbridge.  Turn left onto a grassy area (no path) and walk across open grassy terrain to link up with a 

gravel path.  Turn right onto this, and walk up to Hendersons Road.   

Turn left here and walk up to the Banyule Road roundabout.   

Cross to re-join the Plenty River Trail.  Continue to the Viewbank silos or until you’ve been walking for 

up to an hour for the half-way break.  

Retrace your steps to Hendersons Road and the Plenty River Trail.   

Follow this downhill, crossing the Plenty and passing the Heidelberg Golf Club back to the historic 

bridge.  Cross this and find the path on the right to take you back onto the Plenty River Trail. 

Follow this back to the cars. 

Coffee at Lower Plenty Shops 

 

311 E Mill Park-Darebin Creek Circuit, Mill Park  

6½ kms 1½ hrs   Mel 9J1   
Ian Burns  June 2022     

Surface = 2, steepness = 1 

Walk begins near the Leisure Centre at Mill Park Recreation Reserve carpark in Morang Drive.  The 

path starts here.  Take this and walk westwards for about 250 metres, past the Northern District 

Softball Association.  The path then bears northwards for about 250 metres.  At that point you will be 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/28+Tarcoola+Dr,+Yallambie+VIC+3085/@-37.7278645,145.1052655,17.5z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad64870c1435f29:0x13d33b1b4d422faf!8m2!3d-37.7244405!4d145.1060248?hl=en&authuser=0
https://www.google.com.au/maps/@-37.6580103,145.0588332,16.5z?hl=en
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at a four-way junction – “take the 2nd exit” for 200 metres, towards the east.  Keep on this path as it 

bends to the north.  After about 500 metres you will arrive at a railway underpass 

Continue for 300 metres, crossing McDonalds Rd.  You will then be in the Meadow Glen Athletics 

Reserve. 

Continue for another 300 metres to a T junction (Hendersons Rd drain) and turn left.  Continue on 

this path (going west and south), crossing McDonalds Rd again. 

You should arrive at Darebin Creek after about 2.7 kms. 

Stay on the path and enter the W A Smith and Sycamore Reserves (all one park), keeping to left-hand 

paths wherever. 

You will exit these after about 700 metres at Sycamore St, and walk north-easterly into Findon Reserve. 

After about a kilometre you will reach Childs Rd.  Cross with care and turn right for about 200 metres.  

This will take you to Morang Drive.  Turn left and return to the cars (about 600 metres). 

 

 
312* M Yarrambat Park and Plenty River , Yarrambat/Doreen   
7.5km    2hr Mel 184 F3 
June 2022, Delia Dixon and Kathy Shackleton,    

Surface = 4, Steepness =4   
 

The walk commences from the Yarrambat Picnic Area car park. To reach the car park, drive north 

along Yan Yean Road, pass the driveway into the Yarrambat Golf course (on the left) and then take the 

next road on the left. 

This is the same entrance as the Equestrian Centre. The car park is on the right, a short distance down 

this road. There are toilets and a picnic shelter in this park. 

The ground surface in places is fairly rough and if wet it could be slippery on some downhill and uphill 

sections. If you normally use poles we suggest that you bring them. 

Leave the car park on a new gravel road that has been established for a horse-riding trail. This road 

heads toward the Plenty River. At the point where a dirt track leaves the gravel road take the dirt track. 

Follow this track past the Yarrambat Pistol club and after a break in the fence turn left, then follow the 

fence towards the Greensborough Model Aircraft club. On your left is the fence and on the right is a 

plantation of native trees and shrubs.  

At the fence line for the Model aircraft club turn right and follow this fence all the way to the Plenty 

River. Initially it is a grassed surface and then it will become a dirt track in amongst the Eucalypt trees. 

There are breaks in the fence which should be ignored. At the end of the fence line take the track to 

the left and start following the Plenty River. 

When presented with a divide in the track always take the right-hand track. There will be tracks leading 

off the main track on the left, ignore these. At times you will be right beside the river and at other times 

high above it. On this track you will pass a brick building (the pump shed). 

https://goo.gl/maps/hdJXZKxabQyymzMKA
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Continue to follow the track until you reach a bridge that crosses the Plenty River (named Fangorn). 

This is the rest stop. You can take a break on either side of the bridge. It is also the turning point.  

This bridge was constructed by the bike riding groups with permission of Parks Victoria. 

You will retrace your steps until you come to a large gum tree and a track that takes you up the hill. 

This climb will bring you away from the river and high above it. After the long walk up the hill you will 

level out then again rise a short distance before going down. Near the bottom of this section you will 

take a kangaroo and storm water track up to the left. It is difficult to find. If you reach the bottom of 

this hill you have gone too far. 

Once you are through the dogwood scrub you will come to an open area. Head to the right. You have 

rejoined the horse trail. Continue until you reach a fence then head left until you reach the Yarrambat 

golf course. 

With the golf course on your right, head towards the trees then look out for the horse trail path (trees 

marked with a small sign with a horse) that takes you down then up over a ridge, head toward the golf 

course again and then pick up the horse trail which is marked by white sighter wire. Follow this path 

until you return to the pump shed. 

From the pump shed, head up the asphalted road and the track until you come to break in the fence 

across a cavaletti (on your right). It is a series of raised poles designed to allow for horses to pass 

through. Follow the fence line, now on your left until a break in the fence, then turn left again 

following the fence line back to the cars. 

 
313 E   Rosanna Parklands and Cherry St Grasslands , Macleod 
7kms  Mel  20 B9    
Chris Butler May 2022     

Surface = 1, steepness = 1  

Commences near the corner of Thomson Dr and Chapman St. Park along Thomson Dr opposite 

Stanton Cr and meet beside the parklands. The walk does a circuit of both Rosanna Parklands and 

Cherry Street Grasslands, using local streets and paths to connect the two reserves. 

Start the walk on a path closest to Thomson Dr, heading along the east side of Salt Creek. Keep to the 

path and don’t cross the creek on any of the bridges encountered. Walk for 1.25 km until reaching 

Lower Plenty Rd.                                                                                                                           

Staying in the parklands, turn right, cross the bridge over the creek and turn immediately right onto a 

path that goes along the western side of the creek back to the start of the walk. Pass two bridges and a 

wetland, staying on the path closest to the creek until reaching a third bridge. Take this bridge to cross 

the creek and turn left to follow the path 200 metres back to the cars. Continue past the cars and over 

Chapman St. Walk through a small park with Salt Creek and a sports oval on the left. Upon reaching 

Aberdeen Rd, turn left and follow it for 200 metres to a roundabout.                                                

Turn left onto Erskine Rd and walk 250 metres to Macleod station where at the northern end of the 

station platforms there is a foot crossing over the railway line. Use it to cross the line and turn right 

https://goo.gl/maps/qQptxvUSWC5KB7rKA
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onto a concrete path that skirts around Macleod Recreation and Fitness Centre. Follow this path and 

head to Wungan St. Cross the road and turn left towards a roundabout. There is a bitumen path on the 

right before reaching the roundabout, heading into a reserve which is not signed posted at this point 

but is known as the Cherry Street Grasslands.                                                                                                 

Follow the bitumen path for 250 metres, ignoring dirt tracks on the right, until reaching an information 

board titled Ghost trains and leaf skeletons. 

Turn right onto a path that follows an old railway line embankment. Notice that some of the ballast still 

remains. Eventually the railway embankment disappears but the track continues along the rear fences 

of adjacent houses.                                                                                                                      

Continue along the fence-line, passing a fenced-off bush regeneration area. The track turns left after 

about 800 metres. Follow this until it turns left again after 250 metres, ending at a concrete path behind 

another row of houses. Climb through the fence or head to the right where there is an opening a few 

metres away.                                                                                                                                      

Turn left and follow a concrete path, which soon turns to gravel, for 500 metres. Take a sharp left past 

an information board titled Grassy woodland, and walk for a further 550 metres behind houses and a 

retirement village until reaching another information board titled Avenue of Honour. Turn left and 

proceed downhill for 300 metres to the point where the walk first entered the grassland reserve. 

Cross Wungan St and retrace the route around the fitness centre and over the railway line at Macleod 

Station. Head right and pick up a concrete path 150 metres away between the tennis courts and the 

railway line. Walk along the path for 500 metres to Ruthven/Chapman Streets. Cross over and head left 

on Chapman St. The first turn on the right is Thomson Dr where the cars are parked.  

Coffee at Mr Macleod in the Macleod Village Shopping Centre, Aberdeen Rd.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://g.page/MrMacleod?share

